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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE MASSA-
CHUSETTS HOSPITAL SCHOOL.

To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council.

In presenting this annual report, the trustees desire to call

attention to the successful operation of the institution during

its first working year, as shown by the marked improvement

in condition, health and strength of the children admitted,

and also the increasing number of applicants for admission.

The need of some form of special industrial education for

cripples is evident as soon as the attention of the community

is called to the subject; and it would at first seem strange that

no provision has hitherto been made for the care of this class

of children, while institutions for the care and training of

idiots, epileptics, the blind and the dumb have for many years

been conducted by the Commonwealth.

This is probably due to the urgent demand for care of the

feeble-minded or epileptics, owing to the difficulty met in home

care, and the evident need of special expert training for the

blind and dumb. The nurture of crippled children, however,

has not only been regarded in most communities as a family

duty, but even in many families as a source of parental satis-

faction
;
special training has not been thought necessary.

A few facts and actual experience here and elsewhere show

that in a community where education is considered a part of

the function of the Commonwealth, the special industrial train-

ing of cripples should be one of the first duties of State gov-

ernment. Especially is it clear that children with unimpaired

intellects, but disabled only in the activity of their limbs, may
be capable of the best development, providing a fitting oppor-

tunity is offered them. There is justice in the demand for
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help for those who with aid may become independent, and with-

ont assistance are doomed to become a burden.

It may be well to call attention here to some of the problems

which present themselves to the management of an institution

providing for the nurture, care and training of cripples.

Crippled children can be divided into two classes : those who

are permanently, and those who are temporarily, crippled. The

temporarily crippled are chiefly those who are suffering from

diseases of the joints and the spine, for whom special care,

preventing ordinary school life, is needed for a number of

years. When such care is provided for a sufficiently long

period, it can be expected that a substantial recovery will take

place, with a disability varying according to the extent and

seat of the original disease and the amount of care given to

the condition. With proper treatment, a child with tubercu-

losis of the spine may recover in time so completely as to gain

the use of all his faculties. He will, however, if deformed,

be handicapped by his deformity in the competition incidental

to bread-winning. With proper education and training suited

to his condition, he may be fitted for an occupation fitted to

his disability, which would be beyond his reach unless educa-

tion were furnished him during the invalid years of his child-

hood. The happiness and success of the lives of these chil-

dren are largely dependent upon their nurture and training

during their disabled years.

The permanently crippled children are those with normal

intelligence, suffering from forms of incurable paralysis of the

limbs, from which little improvement can be expected. The

children will always be disabled, and, unless specially trained,

become a burden upon the community. If, however, special

opportunities of education are furnished them suited to their

condition, they may become either self-supporting or able to

obtain some occupation which will diminish the burden of their

support.

That this can be accomplished has been shown by several

European institutions. The Koyal Bavarian School for Crip-

ples has educated and specially trained crippled children for

more than half a century. The admirable day school in Bos-

ton, The School for Crippled and Deformed Children,'' has
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in the last fifteen years developed an excellent system of in-

dustrial training, in addition to an efficient primary course.

In the conduct of a State school for cripples it is essential

to obtain the complete confidence of the citizens of the Com-

monwealth. A certain number of children will be found in

almshouses and among the pauper population for whom no

proper educational provision has been made. These become in-

mates of the institution ; but a larger and equally if not more de-

serving class will be found in families of limited means. The

parents of these children are able to provide home care for

their children, but are without means for the special training

adapted to the crippled or helpless condition. These children

grow up in many instances in pitiable ignorance. Until the

parents of such children are thoroughly satisfied as to the

benefit to be derived from a State boarding school and of the

considerate care furnished in such an institution, they will

prefer to keep their children at home, even in a state of ig-

norance.

It is gratifying to be able to report that, although the Hospi-

tal School has not been in operation a full year, the increasing

number and the character of applicants for admission not only

demonstrate the satisfactory nature of the institution, but indi-

cate that the demand for accommodations will in time be greater

than was at first thought probable. As many of the children

asking for admission come from homes in which the parents

are self-supporting wage-earners, and in some instances able

to pay a moderate amount for the education of a crippled child,

it is evident that if the benefits of the institution are to be

given to these deserving cases, the school should be free, either

in the rules of admission, the charge, the official record of the

inmates, or in its discipline or management, from the character

of a pauper institution. The school should be maintained and

developed as a State industrial school of a special character,

and as free from the stigma of pauperism as is State education

from the reproach of a charity. It is a function of the Com-

monwealth.

In view of the demonstrated fact that city and town officials

are very reluctant to assume or authorize the support of chil-

dren in this school, even though such children may have a legal
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settlement in such city or town, and that even when such sup-

port is assumed the child thereby becomes a subject of city or

town support, and in one sense a pauper, thus casting a shadow

which is apt to continue over the child when it seeks an active

part in the life of the world ; and the further consideration that

many parents of crippled children are so adverse to seeking

public aid that they would sooner deprive their child of edu-

cational advantages, — the trustees suggest that the Legisla-

ture consider the advisability of State support and care for all

children sent to the school, following the precedents of the

Legislature heretofore adopted in reference to the insane and

feeble-minded.

The State owes a duty to these children, who by reason of

physical deformity are unable to receive proper education in

the public schools, and yet are of sufficient intelligence so that

under proper tutelage they can become self-supporting. It is

for the Legislature to determine whether or not children whose

parents are not able to pay for their proper care and tutelage

should be cared for and educated at the school without in any

way having cast over them the shadow of pauperism.

Age Limit.

It is desirable to establish an age limit, and this has been

placed tentatively between the years of five and fifteen. A cer-

tain amount of elasticity is necessary, and at present children

both older and younger than these years have been admitted.

It is, however, not desirable as a rule that old crippled children

should be received in an institution planning efficient industrial

training, for it is found that disabled children who have been

too tenderly cared for much beyond the age of puberty are liable

to develop a lack of initiative, and an indolence which is hard

to overcome. A pauperization of character has been developed.

When training, character building, is begun at an early age,

as a rule a great desire for activity is seen, and the children are

easily freed from the self-pitying condition which is often no-

ticeable in the maimed.

In order to meet the demand upon an institution founded
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for the purpose for wliich this school was established, it is

necessary to provide: first, home care; second, hospital care;

and finally, education and industrial training.

Home Care.

As many of these children are those who have suffered

previously from tuberculous disease, and the majority have led

a shut-in life, it is essential that they should be given an en-

vironment in which fresh air and sunshine can be furnished

without stint. It will be found that this has been amply

given in this institution, as is demonstrated by the admirable

physical condition of the inmates of the school.

Hospital Care.

As the State is furnished with a number of the best-equipped

modern hospitals, it was thought by the Board of Trustees of

the Massachusetts Hospital School undesirable to establish an

institution which would be planned primarily as a hospital;

a provision for hospital care, however, is necessary in all large

institutions which house a large number of children, and special

surgical care is also needed by crippled children.

Education.

The problem of education and industrial training of crip-

pled children is regarded by the trustees of this institution as

the most important part of its work until years of experience

have demonstrated not only the wants of the cripples placed

in a State institution, but also what occupations and training

should be furnished in our community.

The experience gained in similar institutions elsewhere can-

not be taken as an absolute guide in our community, as the

demands of labor and the market vary considerably in our

community from what exists in European centers. The Board

of Trustees has left the educational problem for the present

to develop along the lines which experience may show are likely

to be most profitable. They have, however, provided for a

primary education with the elements of industrial training, ex-
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pecting to specialize at an early age, according to the degree

of disability of the greater number of the inmates of the school,

and the possibilities of finding remunerative occupations for

tliose graduating from the institutions.

As no children are admitted to the school unless, owing to

the disability presented, education elsewhere is not obtainable,

special conditions of hours of work are needed, and also suita-

ble methods and hours of instruction. The character of play

allowed, as well as the development or restraint of a play in-

stinct, demands special consideration. The best selection of

studies according to the condition and limited future life of the

inmates is difficult, and can be determined definitely only after

it has become evident from actual experience what are the most

common disabilities among the children admitted, and in what

occupations of life such disabilities offer the least impediment.

At present the children are furnished a primary school edu-

cation, and in addition special instruction in sewing, in sloyd

and elementary carpentry. Opportunities for work in cob-

bling and simple farm work are furnished. A more compre-

hensive system of industrial training with early specialization

of children well grounded in the elements of education is con-

templated by the trustees, now that its first working year has

made clearer the demands which will be made upon the new

institution.

The trustees are glad to report the convalescence of their

colleague. Dr. Morrison, whose severe illness has deprived

them of the aid of his valued counsel for the last nine months.

Respectfully submitted,

EDAVARD H. BRADFORD.
ALFRED S. PI^^KERTOK
LEONARD W. ROSS.
WILLIAM F. FITZGERALD.
WILLIAM A. MORRISO^sT.
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.

To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School.

I hereby submit the first annual report of the Massachusetts

Hospital School for the year ending E^ov. 30, 1908.

The site of the institution was admirably chosen. Its 65

acres of rolling land on the north shore of the beautiful Reser-

voir Pond contain about 18 acres of woodland, for the most

part pine, which will afford ideal picnic and recreation grounds

and opportunity for outdoor summer schools,— factors impor-

tant in the combined care and education of disabled children.

By proclamation of the Governor, the institution was opened

on Dec. 1, 1907. The work of organization progressed as rap-

idly as circumstances permitted, and on Jan. 14, 1908, when one

dormitory was sufficiently completed for occupancy, 4 children

were admitted by transfer from the State Hospital. Since no

reliable information could be obtained as to the number, age,

sex and the nature and extent of the disabilities of the patients

who would be sent to us, details of furnishing and equipment

have been met gradually, in order that such accommodations

might be provided as experience showed to be necessary.

During the year 178 applications were received, and of this

number 104 were admitted, — 70 boys and 34 girls. There

were at the end of the year 87 children, — 60 boys and 27

girls, 1 boy being out on a visit, and 9 boys and 7 girls having

been discharged. The maximum number at any one time was

90, and the daily average number, including the forty-five days'

period when there were no patients, was 48.5—. Of those dis-

charged, 2 were capable of self-support, 2 were much improved,

8 were improved and 4 were not improved.

The experience of the past year implies that parents are

more reluctant to relinquish the care of their girls than their
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bojs to an institution, for crippling deformities do not exist

in the proportion which our admissions indicate.

The average age of the children admitted was nine and one-

half years. Twenty-six per cent, had never attended school, and

351/2 per cent, were absolutely unable to read or write the sim-

plest sentence when admitted. Those who had been able to go to

school at all had attended with the greatest irregularity, being

obliged to be absent for weeks or in some cases a year or more

at a time.

In consideration of this deplorable want of knowledge, our

educational work the past year has been directed along the ele-

mentary lines most essential for a vocational training; and the

eagerness and enthusiasm with which the children have applied

themselves, and the results accomplished, have been most grati-

fying.

The following cases will serve to illustrate the difficulties of

classification according to age and educational standards, and

the demands for special care and instruction :
—

Case No. 7. — A six-year-old boy, very bright mentally, but unable

to attend the public school because of a diseased spine; is now doing

excellent first-grade work. In a few years he is expected to recover, as

far advanced in school work as a normal child of the same age.

Case No. 11.— A boy of fifteen, who had never attended the public

school because of a paralyzed leg; now walks with the aid of a splint.

He is doing creditable first-gi'ade work, and has advanced to the fourth

gTade in arithmetic.

Cases Nos. 48 and 49.— Of ten and nine years, respectively, two very

bright girls, who have never been able to walk and could not attend

the public schools in their wheel chairs; have practically completed the

first-grade work, and have made rapid advancement in sewing and

needlework.

Case No. 39.— A boy of fifteen years, intelHgent, but so badly par-

alyzed that he is almost completely helpless; is learning to read and

reckon, with gi-eat pleasure to himself and credit to his teacher.

Many of our children are so badly crippled that their at-

tendance at public school would be impossible, and all of them

require an arrangement of school and recreation hours very

different from that prescribed for normal children.

The great patience and sincere personal interest of those in

charge of the several departments of the institution have en-
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abled children whose health would permit to receive instruction

in various lines of practical work, including laundry and do-

mestic work, sewing, cobbling, painting and carpentry. When
thus usefully employed they are acquiring a breadth of elemen-

tary education which should enable us to determine into what

special fields of labor their energies can profitably be directed

later on. Steady progress has been made in the classes in

sloyd, and boys who six months ago did not know the use of

the simplest tool are now making really creditable articles,

which they delight in showing to their friends as evidence of

their advancement.

Many of the patients admitted have been of a helpless and

neglected class, or those whose convalescence required longer

treatment than the average general hospital could provide.

The out-of-door life enjoyed by all our children, even by

the wheel-chair and bed patients, has produced most remarkable

results in their physical improvement and ability to resist dis-

ease. Almost without exception their weight charts have shown

a steady increase from the first. Colds are very rare, except

among newly admitted cases. One girl was suffering from

whooping-cough when admitted, and must have exposed many
others before her disease was recognized and the case isolated;

yet but two others contracted the disease, and they made very

rapid recoveries. The three cases of diphtheria which occurred

during the year also made speedy and uncomplicated convales-

cence. No other contagious or infectious diseases occurred dur-

ing the year.

The farm is largely covered with scrub hardwood, and can-

not be developed to a high state of cultivation for several years.

The work of clearing the land will necessarily be expensive,

and practically not any of our patients are physically able to

assist in the work. In the mean time, the cost of maintenance

will also be materially affected by the purchase of farm produce

at market prices.

The work of improving the woodland by accepted methods

of forestry has already commenced, in accordance with the val-

ued advice of the State Forester. This, with gardening, which

will be taken up as soon as possible, will provide means of prac-

tical instruction for our children. The results obtained from
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planting small areas already cleared indicate that our farm

products will eventually exceed our present consumption.

Of the 104 children admitted during the year, 61 were State,

28 town or city, and 15 private. While many of the public

charges are doubtless made reimbursing cases by the towns and

cities in which they are settled, it should be borne in mind

that all such patients receive indirect support from the State in

so far as the rate of $3.25 per week is far below the actual cost

of maintenance. There are many self-respecting parents of

crippled children who have never received public aid, and are

reluctant to appeal to the overseers of the poor for assistance;

yet their own unassisted means are wholly inadequate to pay

for the support of their unfortunate children away from home.

Sometimes when they seek assistance they fail to receive it,

as illustrated by the following case. A nine-year-old crippled

girl, whose disability was such that the superintendent had re-

quested her parents to remove her from the public schools,

made application for admission to this school. The case was

referred to the local board of the overseers of the poor, who re-

fused to support the child at this institution, on the ground

that the money at their disposal was not appropriated for edu-

cational purposes. This child could be supported at home by

her father, but he realized that she was growing up in igno-

rance, without an inheritance of means to prevent her becoming

a dependent in the future. I would suggest for your consider-

ation this question of support, in the hope that the necessary

steps may be taken so that children of this class may not be

denied the education and care enjoyed by crippled pauper chil-

dren.

The two dormitories now occupied will accommodate 120

children, and the administration building, heating, lighting and

laundry facilities have been designed so that they can easily

be extended to meet the requirements of 300 children. The

appropriation provided by chapter 446 of the Acts of 1904

seems to be adequate for the completion of the whole plan, and

now that there is no longer doubt as to the demand for the

institution, accommodations for the remaining 170 should grad-

ually be provided.

The medical and surgical attention required by a large pro-
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portion of our cases, the separate sleeping apartments for chil-

dren who have night cries or are untidy and require attention

at night, and the isolation of patients suspected of some infec-

tious disease, will be amply provided for in the infirmary now

being planned.

I have been sustained by a very efficient corps of officers,

of whose faithful assistance I wish to express my sincere ap-

preciation; and to those employees who have had the interests

of the institution at heart I would extend my thanks.

Grateful reference should be made to the trustees and the

many friends of the institution who have contributed such gifts

as furniture, a carriage, books, toys, fruit, confectionery, cloth-

ing, etc. ; and especially are we indebted to the citizens of Can-

ton for their many tokens of good will. During the summer

automobiles were placed at the disposal of all the children who

were able to enjoy a ride to Eevere Beach, while the more feeble

patients were treated to shorter rides about Canton.

The institution is indebted to the ministers of the gospel of

the Canton churches, who have officiated at the Sunday after-

noon religious services ; and to Rev. John J. Farrell and his

assistants, who have had charge of the spiritual welfare of the

children of the Roman Catholic faith.

I am heartily grateful to the Board of Trustees for their en-

couraging advice and hearty co-operation during this very try-

ing year.

Respectfully submitted.

JOHN E. FISH, M.D.,

Superintendent.
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TERMS OF ADMISSION.

Crippled and deformed children of the Commonwealth be-

tween the ages of five and fifteen, who are mentally competent

to attend the public schools, are eligible for admission.

Feeble-minded and epileptic children will not be received.

Payments for the board of private patients must be made in
.

advance, unless sufficient surety therefor is given.

The institution is located on Randolph Street in the town

of Canton, about one-eighth mile from the Blue Hill Street

Railway and one and one-half miles from Canton and Canton

Junction stations on the IsTew York, 'New Haven & Hartford

Railroad.

Post-office address. Canton, Mass.

Applications for admission should be made to the superin-

tendent.

Nativity and Parentage of Children admitted.

Birthplace. Patient. Father. Mother.

81 17 19

Other New England States, 4 4 4
5 5 6

90 26 29

Other countries :
—

4 11 9
1 2 1

2 6 7
11 8
1 2

1

1

1

Italy, 1 4 3
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Nativity and Parentage of Children admitted— Concluded.

Birthplace. Patient. Father. Mother.

Syria, 1 2 2

Germany, 1

Sweden, - - 1

J. Ul xi-vjy I

Russia, 5 14 15

Western Islands, 2 1

Total foreign, 14 55 52
Unknown, 23 23

Totals, 104 104 104

Disability on Admission.

oys. Girls. Totals.

Pott's disease, with kyphotic deformity. 10 2 12

Pott's disease, with partial paraplegia. 2 1 3
Pott's disease, with thoracic deformity. 1 1

Tuberculous disease of the hip, .... 5 1 6
Tuberculous disease of both hips. 1 1 2
Tuberculous disease of the knee. 3 3
Deformity following tuberculous disease of the hip. 3 2 5
Infantile paralysis, ...... 11 7 18
Rhachitic deformity, ..... 4 7 11

Spastic paralysis, ...... 9 3 12
Progressive muscular dystrophy. 5 5
Thoracic deformity, ...... 5 2 7
Scoliosis,........ 2 3 5
Ankylosis of knee joint, ..... 1 1

Double club hands, with congenital absence of

radius, ....... 1 1

Traumatic deformity of femur, .... 1 1

Amputation of left femur,..... 1 1

Chronic arthritis of both knees, .... 1 1

Excision of knee joint, ..... 1 1

Tuberculous dactylitis, ..... 1 1

Knock-knees and flat foot, .... 1 1

Tuberculosis of pelvis, spine and knees, 1 1

Extensive osteo-myelitis, ..... 1 1

Round shoulders, . . . . . '

.

1 1

Ankylosis of elbow joint, . . 1 1

Amputation of both legs below knees. 1 1

Post-operative deformity of hip. 1 1

Totals, 70 34 104
i
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OFFICERS AND THEIR SALARIES.

John E. Fish, M.D., Superintendent and Treasurer, . . $2,500 00

Alfred A. Fenton, M.D., Assistant Physician, . . . 400 00

Mary W. Wentworth, Clerk, 600 00

Mary B. Robinson, Head Nurse, 700 00

Carolyn B. Hatch, Teacher, per month, .... 40 00

Olive G. Haszard, Instructor in Sloyd, per month, . . 35 00

Charlotte W. Hackett, Housekeeper, per month, . . 30 00

Joseph A. Cummings, Engineer, 900 00
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VALUATION.
Nov. 30, 1908.

Real Estate.

Land, 65 acres, $11,500 00

Administration building, two dormitories

and power house, 147,184 08

Stable, . 3,640 46

Portable hog cots, ..... 50 00

Three isolation houses^ . . . . . 751 00

Total, $163,125 54

Personal Estate.

Live stock on the farm, .... $1,147 00

Produce of the farm on hand, ... 97 00

Carriages and agricultural implements, . 1,076 90

Machinery and mechanical fixtures, . . 6,562 35

Beds and bedding in inmates' department, . 2,809 07

Other furniture in inmates' department, . 952 91

Personal property of State in superintend-

ent's department, 1,765 92

Ready-made clothing, 887 25

Dry goods, 210 36

Provisions and groceries, .... 459 67

Drugs and medicines, 20 00

Fuel, 917 70

Library, 98 75

Other supplies undistributed, . . . 8,275 37

Total, 25,280 25

$188,405 79
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TREASURER'S REPORT.

To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School.

I respectfully submit the following report of the finances of

the Massachusetts Hospital School for the year ending 'Nov.

30, 1908:—
Receipts.

From State Treasurer for current expenses, $25,473 94

From State Treasurer on account of appro-

priation under Acts of 1904, chapter 446, 61,678 50

From State Board of Charity for board of

minor wards, 1,305 56

From cities and towns for the support of

patients, 858 11

From individuals for the support of private

patients, 664 19

Interest on deposits, ..... 27 53

For clothing furnished private patients, . 6 08

Total receipts, $90,013 91

Expenditures.
Salaries, wages and labor :

—
Payroll, $11,307 86

Food:—
Butter, $468 88

Beans, 41 28

Bread and crackers, .... 40 89

Cereals, rice, meal, etc., . . . 133 76

Cheese, 29 95

Eggs, 396 56

Flour, 425 36

Fish, 185 14

Dried and fresh fruit, .... 363 86 •

Meats, 1,327 92

Milk, 907 55

Molasses and syrup, .... 28 93

Sugar, 272 26

Tea, coffee, broma and cocoa, . .' 93 15

Vegetables, 337 45

Sundries, 204 17

5,257 11

Amount carried forward, $16,564 97
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Amount brought forivard $16,564 97

Clothing and clothing material :
—

Boots, shoes and rubbers,

Clothing,

Dry goods for clothing, and small wares.

Furnishing goods, ....
Hats and caps,

Leather and shoe findings, .

Sundries,

Furnishings :
—

Beds, bedding, table linen, etc., .

Brushes, brooms, etc., .

Carpets, rugs, etc..

Crockery, glassware, cutlery, etc..

Furniture and upholstery.

Kitchen furnishings.

Sundries,

Heat, light, and power:—
Coal, . . . .

•
.

Oil,

Sundries,

Repairs and improvements :
—

Miscellaneous :
—

Books, periodicals, etc.,

Chapel services and entertainments,

Freight, expressage and transportation

Gratuities, .....
Ice,

Labor (not on pay roll),

Medicines and hospital supplies, .

Amounts carried forward,

$209 04

449 01

165 05

72 21

6 24

54 88

2 65

$15 86

23 64

4 20

2 70

4 37

19 11

75

$3,351 47

55 63

29 38

Doors, sashes, etc., .... $0 75

Electrical work and supplies. 5 93

Hardware, iron, steel, etc., . 98 46

Lumber, 31

Machinery, etc., 80

Paints, oil, glass, etc., .... 109 18

Plumbing, steam fitting and supplies, . 134 42

Roofing and materials,.... 21 18

Mechanics and laborers (not on pay roll)

,

55 24

Sundries, ...... 89 02

$14 90

69 13

321 86

25

209 73

1 28

615 31

959 08

70 63

3,436 48

515 29

$1,232 46 $21,546 45
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Ainounts brought forward, . . . $1,232 46 $21,546 45

Miscellaneous— Con.

Medical attendants, nurses, etc. (extra), 33 00

Manual training supplies, 24 00

Postage, 88 69

Printing and printing supplies, 111 91

Soap and laundry supplies, . 123 92

Stationery and office supplies. 196 08
C(1 11 1 11 1 1"

bcnool books and school supplies, 1 53

1 ravel and expenses (officials), 93 46
nn 1 T- J j_ 1 1lelepnone and telegraph, 307 81

Tobacco, 7 10

Water, 76 45
C< 1 •

bundries, ...... 154 97

m, stable and grounds :
—

ni 1 "j-i 1 TBlacksmith and supplies. $70 83

Carriages, wagons, etc., and repairs. 16 25

Fertilizers, vines, seeds, etc.. 393 99

Hay, grain, etc., 591 54

Harnesses and repairs, .... 5 84

Horses, 203 00

Other live stock, 53 25

Labor (not on pay roll). 97 62

Tools, farm machines, etc., . 19 56

Sundries, ...... 24 23

2,451 38

1,476 11

Total current expenses, $25,473 94

Buildings, furnishings and equipment (Acts of 1904, chapter

446), 61,678 50

Receipts sent State Treasurer, 2,861 47

Total expenditures, . $90,013 91

Balance of current expense appropriation with State Treas-

urer Nov. 30, 1908, $4,526 06

Balance of appropriation (Acts of 1904, chapter 446), . $90,099 15

JOHN E. FISH,

Treasurer.
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE MASSA-
CHUSETTS HOSPrrAL SCHOOL.

To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council.

The trustees are able to report an additional year of successful

conduct of the institution. As will be remembered, the original

grant of the State was for the establishment of an institution

for the care, treatment and education of 300 crippled and de-

formed children. Two years ago buildings were completed for

the immediate care of 150 children, with plans for future en-

largement to accommodate the full complement as the number

of applications for admission increased. It is especially grati-

fying that since the opening of the institution the number of

applications has increased to such an extent that, although the

school has been in operation but a short time, it is now necessary

to add to the number of buildings, and it is expected that soon

provision will be made for the full number, — 300.

It is to be borne in mind that in penal institutions, in blind

asylums, in reformatories or institutions for the care of the

epileptic, the insane and the feeble-minded, the demand for

accommodation and care of the inmates is urgent and propor-

tionate to the increase in population. The relatives are anxious

to be relieved of the care of individuals so afflicted, as it becomes

evident that the proper nurture or the discipline cannot be fur-

nished at home. In the case of cripples, however, the situation

is different. In the majority of instances some provision can

be made at home for the nurture of such cases, except in a period

of acute suffering, which can be relieved at the different hos-

pitals throughout the State. The education of such children

not appearing to be an urgent matter, it is deferred by the
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parents or relatives. The children are unable to attend the

ordinary school, the parents are unable to provide private in-

struction, and the children are allowed to grow up in ignorance.

This has been shown by the large number of illiterates among

the older applicants for admission to the Massachusetts Hos-

pital School. Such neglect of early education is prejudicial to

the child's future and is an economical injury to the State.

Thoughtful and devoted parents are unwilling to place a child,

even for the purpose of instruction, in a State institution unless

it is clear that the instruction given will be good, and that the

child will receive such care as to make him contented and happy.

Apart from a certain number of almshouse cases, the growth in

such an institution will depend upon an increasing confidence

throughout the State in the excellence of the provision for the

education and care of such children, and from the evident con-

tentment and happiness of the children placed in the school.

The increasing number of applicants for admission since the

institution has been opened is sufficient evidence not only of the

need of an institution of the sort but of the success of its man-

agement.

The trustees are able to report a remarkable condition of good

health among the children during the past year, with great im-

provement in the physical condition of all. In some instances

there has been restoration to nearly normal conditions, where

previous treatment and care, without the aid of the best environ-

ment, had proved of little assistance. Fresh air and the excel-

lence of the care and of the surroundings have made the measures

of cure undertaken more successful than similar methods of

treatment under less favorable conditions.

The health of the children has not only been excellent, but it

has been better than that ordinarily existing in the average pri-

vate home. This health record has been made possible by the

exercise of care as to diet, the regulation of the daily life of

the children, the excellent situation of the institution, and by

the provision for all the children for absolute outdoor life, the

encouragement of outdoor play, and by such arrangements in

the dormitories as provide for absolutely fresh air, by night

as well as by day.
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In the outdoor treatment of enfeebled children, care is neces-

sary that proper clothing is furnished at night and a warm room

provided during the hours of dressing and undressing. Patients

in many instances coming from a shut-in life need to become

gradually accustomed to a more out-of-door life ; but with proper

precautions the out-of-door treatment has proved to be of great

value in promoting the health of the children.

The continued good health of the children of the hospital

school has been a most gratifying feature of the record of the

institution. The housing of a large number of children in an

institution is not infrequently attended not only by epidemics

of the diseases common to children, but also by some impairment

of their physical condition. Institution children, though usu-

ally in better health than slum children, are often less well than

those carefully looked after in private homes.

In the hospital school it is necessary not only to provide for

education but also to furnish such surroundings and treatment

as will contribute to the best possible physical state of each child.

That the attempts in this direction have been satisfactory during

the past two years is shown by the rapid and marked improve-

ment in the general condition of the children immediately fol-

lowing their entrance into the institution, and their continued

excellent health. This has been shown in recorded increase in

weight, and in the diminution of pallor, with increased per-

centage of haemoglobin. In many instances there has been an

entire disappearance, without treatment, of enlarged tonsils and

adenoid growths, though so large on entrance as apparently to

demand operative interference.

That children should be kept free from digestive disturbances

might be expected in a properly conducted institution, but for

two years practically an entire absence of common colds among
nearly 100 children, although exposed to the changes of tem-

perature and rigor of a New England climate, deserves com-

ment.

The problem of education of the children in the hospital school

is a somewhat complex one. The children placed in the school

are suffering from different degrees of disability. Some are

absolutely illiterate, although they may be of an age and from
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homes in which reading and writing with proficiency are to be

expected. Others have received some education, but are without

adequate discipline as to the necessary concentration and ability

to work which are required in a school curriculum. In a few

the mental processes are torpid from the years of suffering and

disability and the necessary deprivation of the ordinary mental

stimulus of childhood, while others have an unusual mental

acuteness, which needs direction and training. In some the

physical condition of the child is such that but little instruction

is advisable, while in others, although the health may be excel-

lent, the physical disabilities have prevented proper education

merely from the patient's inability to walk to places of instruc-

tion.

The plan adopted at the hospital school is to give to all the

children the necessary elementary instruction, classifying as far

as possible such cases as can stand a proper amount of instruc-

tion, as well as those in which but little school discipline can be

borne, furnishing to the latter the best hospital care and nursing.

In addition to the ordinary school work, attention is paid to

the development of the physique by outdoor sports and exercise,

as well as by an almost fresh-air and outdoor life. With unu-

sually good facilities for an abundance of fresh air at all times,

night as well as day, the children under protection are given

practically an out-of-door existence day and night.

For educational purposes the children are, in addition to the

ordinary school work, given opportunity to progress from man-

ual training to light, practical, applied work of a lighter sort, —
carpentering, sewing, gardening, etc. An excellent garden for

the raising of vegetables and flowers has, during the past spring,

summer and early autumn, been placed under the care of the

children. From both the health and educational points of view

there have been beneficial results.

In addition to these methods of instruction, which are of

proved value in other educational institutions, the hospital

school needs also special vocational training of a thoroughly de-

veloped character. The demands in this direction have not been

urgent at the institution during the first two years of its exist-

ence, l)ut it is evident that if the work of the institution is
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carried out successfully, as the children are to be graduated,

there will be a need of some arrangement for the suitable estab-

lishment of crippled children in bread-winning occupations.

There should be special vocational training, suited both to the

special physical condition of the children and their particular

defects, and adapted to the labor demand in the State for work

of this class. Children who are maimed are rarely able to obtain

bread-winning occupations by their own efforts, as they are

handicapped by their disabilities. If, however, an agency

exists which will be responsible for skilled labor suited to certain

classes of work, and equipped to furnish such, adapted to the

labor demand of a varied market, not only will cripples be

helped, but special lines of industry with their particular needs

will be furnished, with specially trained help.

' A paralyzed woman, well trained in sewing, may be capable

of furnishing work of the best grade, but she may be unable to

seek or to find employment on account of her disability to find

a market for her skill. It is important, therefore, to determine

what in this State are the labor demands which can be met by

specially trained cripples, and to furnish vocational training to

meet these demands, the State institution providing an agency

not only for special training but for bringing the laborer of this

class to the special labor market.

In work of this sort, which is manifestly of value from a char-

itable as well as from an economical point of view, there are few

existing institutions. The most notable of these are established

in foreign countries, in which the labor and market conditions

differ so materially from those which exist with us that they

can serve more as examples of excellent work than as models to

be copied.

Steps are being taken by the Board of Trustees to determine

in what industries employment can be obtained for cripples of

different degrees of disability, and what vocational training will

in the future be most advisable in this State institution. It is

evident that the problem is one which can be satisfactorily

solved only after several years of investigation and experience.

The trustees regret that Dr. Morrison has been obliged to

sever his connection with the Board. After several years of



12 MASSACHUSETTS HOSPITAL SCHOOL. [Jan.

active service in the establishment of the hospital, he has been

obliged to devote his attention to other duties. The Board is

most fortunate in securing the services of Mr. Baylies.

The report of the superintendent is hereto annexed and made

a part of this report.

Respectfully submitted,

EDWAED H. BEADFOED.
LEOIS^AED W. EOSS.
ALFEED S. PINKEETOI^.
WILLIAM F. FITZGEEALD.
WALTEE C. BAYLIES.
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.

To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School.

I hereby submit the second annual report of. the Massachu-

setts Hospital School, for the year ending Nov. 30, 1909.

There were in the institution at the close of the year 140

children, — 90 boys and 50 girls. There were at the beginning

of the year 87, — 60 boys and 27 girls. There have been 87

new admissions, — 54 boys, 33 girls and 1 boy returned from

visit of 1908. The whole number under treatment during the

year was, therefore, 175. Thirty-one children were discharged,

of whom 21 were boys and 10 girls. Two boys are out on visits

and 2 boys have died. The maximum number at any one time

was 140, the minimum 86 and the daily average number 117.59.

The support of the children remaining at the close of the year

was as follows: 2 private, 18 State minor wards, 49 State, 71

town or city.

A much larger proportion of the admissions during the past

year have been recoverable or improvable cases, in pleasing con-

trast to the utter hopelessness of many who were numbered

among our first admissions. All the children admitted were

more or less anemic and debilitated
;

60, or 69 per cent., re-

quired crutches, braces or support of some kind; 15 wore plaster

of Paris jackets or splints, and 6 were confined to wheel chairs.

There were 9 cases of spastic and 13 of infantile paralysis.

Porty-three were suffering from some tuberculous invasion of the

bones, of whom 23 required surgical dressings. Seven children

received during the past year were found to be deficient men-

tally, and but for their physical disabilities would probably be

regarded as suitable for a school for the feeble-minded. It is to

be expected that such cases will continue to be sent to this insti-

tution, because of the difficulty in determining before admission

whether the mental enfeeblement is inherent or due to the abnor-
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mal environment and necessarily shut-in life of a crippled

child. In children, physical frailty is more apparent than the

mental, Avhich is often excused or overlooked.

Under our present law it is not possible, and as a public chari-

table institution not practicable, to attempt to limit our function

to the education and treatment of the most promising cases, to

the exclusion of those requiring mere protection and care; but

it is a matter of supreme importance that the interests of the

brighter children should not be imperiled by too close contact

with those less capable of improvement. The buildings now

under construction will make it possible to classify according to

mental condition, age, sex and physical disability,— factors

which are indispensable to efficiency in the care of a large num-

ber of children.

Of the 31 cases discharged, 13 could be properly cared for at

home and were able to attend the public school ; 10 bedridden,

mentally deficient and other chronic cases had parents who were

willing to care for them when they learned that no improvement

could be expected; 1 was removed by order of the overseers of

the poor, who denied liability for support; 1 nineteen-year-old

boy, taken for observation, was advised to leave on account of

homesickness ; 1 ran away, was returned, and was immediately

dismissed as undesirable ; 2 accompanied their parents to other

States, and 3 were taken by their mothers, against advice.

Of the 2 children who died, 1 congenitally deformed boy,

having neither arms nor legs, developed an acute gastro-enteritis

;

the other had tuberculosis of the pelvis, of long standing.

It is hard to realize what a great change takes place in the

health of the children after a few months of generous, well-regu-

lated diet, an abundance of fresh air and a careful medical guar-

dianship. They come in weak, anemic and comparatively non-

resistant to disease, and the results are extraordinary, though

obtained by the simplest and most natural hygienic methods.

The unrestricted opportunity to go out of doors at all times

of day, in all kinds of weather, even during the winter months,

causes a loss of heat and burning an increased amount of fuel,

but the investment is profitable, for the children are kept well.

The children have frequently been visited by their parents and

friends. Fifty-four cases were allowed to go home on visit, and
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there has been no lack of exposure to the usual sources of con-

tagion; but we have fortunately been free from contagious dis-

eases during the year.

Our freedom from tonsilitis, croup, catarrhal colds and allied

conditions, I attribute not alone to the fact that the children are

breathing pure outdoor air day and night, but also to the fact

that vascular changes, produced by exposure to dampness and

extremes in temperature, may be reduced to a minimum by the

rational arrangement of our direct heat and ventilation. Our

dormitories are practically outdoor pavilions, except when they

are closed and heated for a short time in the evening when the

children are put to bed and in the morning when they are being

dressed for the day. Even during the hours of sleep the little

patients are under the direct supervision of a nurse, who is kept

busy tucking them into bed, attending to ones who are untidy

and regulating the ventilators to the atmospheric conditions.

In estimating the value of our educational work, it should be

borne in mind that our children are not able to bear the strain

of study under ordinary conditions, and that they cannot be

made to fit any established pedagogical custom or class routine.

A fifteen-year-old boy who has never been able to attend school,

for example, will advance much more rapidly in some subjects

than the child of eight, with whom he may be properly classified

in certain other branches of study.

We have had a most successful school year. The work under-

taken last year has been greatly developed and amplified, with

a view to getting the children well enough grounded in the

elementary branches, of which most were sadly ignorant when

admitted, to begin a vocational training. A few of our pupils,

especially those who have been here a year or more, have already

acquired a good ground work and are prepared to profit by such

training.

The oldest pupil received during the year was nineteen, the

youngest three, the average age being eight years. Many of

these children had never attended school, and all were behind

normal children of the same age. The majority of our pupils

have been able to attend school on an average of an hour and a

half daily, and have received instruction in kindergarten and

first-grade work, reading, writing, spelling, arithmetic, geog-
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raphy, history, language, drawing, nature studies and music,

according to their individual requirements. The exceptional

progress made by many is the best proof of the efficiency and

thoroughness with which the instruction has been given. Some
of the boys who have received instruction in sloyd are now pro-

ducing many useful articles for the institution, and our new

industrial building, which will be ready for occupancy in a few

months, will afford an opportunity to still further demonstrate

the value of sloyd and manual training. It is gratifying to re-

port the surprising degree of proficiency which has been attained

by the sewing classes. Only 6 of the 32 sewing class pupils

knew how to sew when admitted. They are now not only in-

genious in the art of mending and darning the great variety of

garments which pass through the sewing department, but some

of the older girls are skillful in the manufacture of clothing and

the use of the sewing machine. Three thousand and sixty pairs

of stockings have been darned, 3,984 garments mended, 180

blankets and 30 rubber sheets hemmed, and the following articles

manufactured in the sewing room during the year: 112 night

shirts, 44 aprons, 24 blouses, 48 petticoats, 50 roller towels, 355

hand towels, 277 pillow cases, 135 bibs, 84 draw sheets, 40 pairs

of drawers, 24 frame covers, 30 perineal bands, 6 brace aprons,

90 stocking extensions, 10 sanitary belts, 2 dressing gowns.

The regular chorus singing under the voluntary leadership

of resident officers, as well as the two religious services which

have been held every Sunday throughout the year under the

direction of the ministers of the several Canton churches, has

been of great benefit to all.

Under the tuition of Miss Elizabeth F. Morse, four classes

have been organized for the systematic study of music as a part

of the regular school curriculum.

Instruction has been by no means confined to the class rooms,

but in every department children whose health would permit

have been encouraged to assist in the regular work of the insti-

tution. Before admission many were evidently taught to regard

themselves as objects of pity, and actually believed they were

incapable of even assisting themselves. This practical instruc-

tion in useful work, with employees sincerely interested in the
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duties assigned to them, teaches the value of time and labor, the

importance of a general education to support any special

branches to be followed later, and also, particularly, straightens

any crippled intellect for which a crippled body is responsible.

Another compensation along with the work which has enabled

our children to almost forget their infirmities and start on the

road to self-reliance and self-direction has been the various

athletic sports enjoyed during the year. All regular holidays

have been suitably observed, and a number of entertainments

have been presented by pupils of the higher grades.

The institution is indebted to Rev. Bradley Gilman, to mem-

bers of the Herford Club and other kind friends for illustrated

lectures and recitals, which have been much enjoyed.

Maintenance expenses for the year amounted to $36,385.96,

or a weekly per capita cost of $5.93, — a decrease over last year

of $4.11.

The infirmary, cottage and industrial buildings now under

construction will be ready for occupancy before spring. All of

the work of heating, lighting and plumbing in these three build-

ings is being done under the direction of our engineer, Mr.

Cummings.

The filtration beds for the disposal of sewage, which were

begun as soon as the ground could be broken in the spring,

were completed in May and are giving satisfaction. It is esti-

mated that they are adequate to provide for 30,000 gallons of

sewage per day.

A resident carpenter and a painter have been employed a

greater portion of the year to keep the buildings in repair and to

do some new work of a simple kind, chief of which was the build-

ing of a small shop which can be used for the storage of paints

and combustible materials when the industrial building is com-

pleted.

If the land which has been cleared of brush and ploughed

this fall is put under cultivation, as it should be in the spring,

it will be advisable to erect a barn before another winter for the

storage of produce, farm machinery and tools. About twenty

acres are now ready for cultivation, and with the goats to

browse and fertilize and the oxen to plough, practically all the
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land west of tjae buildings will be cleared the coming year, — a

much larger area than was at first thought possible in so short

a period.

On May 10, Miss Charlotte W. Hackett, who had been a

most faithful assistant for eleven months, resigned her position

as housekeeper, on account of ill health, and Miss Harriet R.

Burwell was appointed to succeed her. Dr. Ora G. Daniels

was appointed assistant physician in October, in succession to

Dr. Alfred A. Fenton, who resigned to enter the general prac-

tice of medicine. Dr. Fenton was a well-informed physician,

and his service of fourteen months won him many friends who

wish him success in his chosen field of labor.

The institution is under renewed obligation to many friends,

including the trustees, who have made gifts, among which may
be mentioned two valuable carriages and a set of double har-

nesses. A great variety of carefully selected toys, books and

games were received for our Christmas tree. To all these, and

to the kind thoughtfulness of residents of the town for such

remembrances as automobile rides, fiowers, fruit, etc., grateful

acknowledgment is made.

I beg to refer to the loyal and efiicient corps of assistants,

whose devotion to the interests of the institution is heartily

appreciated.

For the advice, confidence and support of the trustees in the

management of the institution I am deeply grateful.

Respectfully submitted.

JOH^^ E. FISH,
Superintendents
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TERMS OF ADMISSION.

Crippled and deformed children of the Commonwealth be-

tween the ages of five and fifteen, who are mentally competent

to attend the public schools, are eligible for admission.

Feeble-minded and epileptic children will not be received.

Payments for the board of private patients must be made in

advance, unless sufficient surety therefor is given.

The institution is located on Eandolph Street in the town

of Canton, about one-eighth mile from the Blue Hill Street

Railway and one and one-half miles from Canton and Canton

Junction stations on the New York, New Haven & Hartford

Railroad.

Post-office address. Canton, Mass.

Applications for admission should be made to the superin-

tendent.

Nativity and Parentage of Children admitted.

Birthplace. Patient. Father. Mother.

Massachusetts, . .... 66 19 19
Other New England States, 6 5 2

Other States, ...... 5 6 4

Total native, ..... 77 30 25

Other countries :
—

Austria,....... 1 1

Canada,....... 1 1

England, ...... 5 5
Germany, ...... 3 4
Ireland,....... 16 18

Italy, 3 6 6
Newfoundland, ..... 5 5
Portugal, ...... 1 1

Russia, ....... 5 8 7
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Nativity and Parentage of Children admitted— Concluded.

Birthplace. Patient. Father. Mother.

Sweden,....... 1 2 2

Syria, 1

Western Islands, ..... 2 2

Total foreign, ..... 9 51 52
Unknown, ...... 1 6 10

Totals, 87 87 87

Disability on Admission.

Boys. Girls. Totals.

A nrniif fitinn nf VinfVi Ipcrcj Viplow lcnpp9 I 1X

A mi"»iTl"fifir»n nf fnni' smn Qvmxxlll^ Ll Let tlUil KJL L\J\J\j ciL-lKJL chLLLl^ .... I 1L

Amr>nffifinn of Ipff arin-TVXllW li. U^XLlWii KJl J.C1 U iXli.l~ly ..... 1X

A Tnmif of ir»Ti r»f lpf+ Ipct r»plr»w IrnppXA-lllJLI Ll LcXUlUil \JL lt/1 U It^^ P^CIU VV IVilCC, ... 9 9
A TYTT^iTf" Q "i"! r\ri nj "f no TYiiririio dj 'i'lic^ fnirrn qtiH ^Inr^

fontliJUU, ........ 1X 1X

v^lllUlllO UotCU 111 Veil tlo, ..... 11 1X

Congenital amputation of forearms and legs, 1 - 1

Congenital club' feet,...... 1 1 2
Deformity of arm and neck from burns. 1 1

Deformity following tuberculous disease of the hip. 1 1

Deformity following tuberculous disease of the hip

and spine, ....... 1 1

Infantile paralysis, ...... 8 5 13
Pott's disease, with kyphotic deformity. 7 3 10
Pottos disease, with thoracic deformity, 2 2
Pott's disease, with tuberculous disease of elbow.
knee and ankle, ...... 1 1

Pott's disease, with tuberculous disease of the hip, 1 1 2

Progressive muscular dystrophy, 2 2

Rachitic deformity, ...... 4 4 8
Scoliosis,........ 2 2 4
Spastic paralysis, ...... 8 1 9
Tuberculous dactylitis, ..... 1 1

Tuberculous disease of the ankle. 1 1

Tuberculous disease of the ankle; lupus of the
face and forearm, ...... 1 1

Tuberculous disease of the elbow and hand, . 1 1

Tuberculous disease of the elbow and shoulder joint. 1 1

Tuberculous disease of the hip, . 5 10 15
Tuberculous disease of the knee. 3 3

Totals, 54 33 87
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OFFICERS AND THEIR SALARIES.

John E. Fish, M.D., superintendent and treasurer, . . $2,500 00

Ora G. Daniels, M.D., assistant physician, .... 600 00

Mary W. Wentworth, clerk, 600 00

Mary B. Robinson, head nurse, 700 00

Carolyn W. Hatch, head teacher (per month), . . . 40 00

Harriet R. Burwell, housekeeper (per month), . . . 30 00

Joseph A. Cummings, engineer, 1,000 00

Jess Black, farmer (per month), 50 00
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VALUATION.
Nov. 30, 1909.

Real Estate.

Administration building, two dormitories

and power house, 147,184 08

Stable, 3,640 46

Portable hog cots, 100 00

Three isolation houses, .... 751 00

Shop, 150 00

Buildings under construction, . . . 7,581 36

Total, $170,906 90

Personal Estate.

Live stock on the farm, .... $1,753 00

Produce of farm on hand,.... 243 20

Carriages and agricultural implements, . 1,303 65

Machinery and mechanical fixtures, . . 6,883 47

Beds and bedding in inmates' department, . 3,606 44

Other furniture in inmates' department, . 1,256 73

Personal property of State in superin-

tendent's department, .... 1,796 98

Ready-made clothing, .... 843 89

Dry goods, 354 93

Provisions and groceries, .... 750 05

Drugs and medicines, .... 41 37

Fuel, 1,935 80

Library, 98 75

Other supplies undistributed, . . . 9,514 76

Total, 30,383 02

$201,289 92



1910.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 82. 23

TREASURER'S REPORT.

To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School.

I respectfully submit the following report of the finances of

this institution for the fiscal year ending Nov. 30, 1909 :
—

Cash Account,

Balance Dec. 1, 1908, $1,031 83

Receijpts.

Institution Receipts.

Board of inmates :
—

Private, . . . . $431 42

State minor wards, . . 2,746 29

Cities and towns, . . 7,839 88

$11,017 59

Sales :
—

Clothing and materials, .... 1 35
Miscellaneous receipts :

—
Interest on bank balances, . $30 01

Sundries, .... 27 13

57 14

Receipts from Treasury of Commonwealth.

Maintenance appropriations :
—

Balance of 1908, $387 84

Advance money, ..... 2,500 00

Approved schedules of 1909, . . . 33,031 02

Special appropriations :
—

Approved schedules, $22,328 17

November advances, . . . . . 441 06

11,076 08

35,918 86

Special appropriations, ........ 22,328 17

Total, $70,354 94

Payments.

To treasury of Commonwealth, institution receipts, . . . $11,076 08

Maintenance appropriations :
—

Balance November schedule, 1908, . . $1,419 67

Eleven months' schedules, 1909, . . . 33,031 02

November advances, ..... 1,414 79

35,865 48

22,769 23

Amount carried forward, ....... $69,710 79
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Amount brought forward,

Balance Nov. 30, 1909:—
In bank,

In office,

Total,

Maixtexance.
Appropriation, .

Expenses (as analyzed below).

Balance reverting to treasury of Commonwealth,

Analysis of Expenses.

Salaries, wages and labor :
—

General administration.

Medical service, .

Ward service (male), .

Ward service (female).

Repairs and improvements,

Farm, stable and grounds,

Food
Butter,

Butterine, .

Beans,

Bread and crackers.

Cereals, rice, meal, etc

Cheese,

Eggs,

Flour,

Fish,

Fruit (dried and fresh)

Meats,

Milk,

Molasses and syrup.

Sugar,

Tea, coffee, broma and
Vegetables,

Sundries, .

cocoa,

Clothing and materials :
—

Boots, shoes and rubbers.

Clothing, .

Dr\' goods for clothing, and small wares.

Furnishing goods.

Hats and caps, .

Leather and shoe findings,

Furnishings :
—

Beds, bedding, table linen, etc.,

Brushes, brooms.

Carpets, rugs, etc.,

Crockery, glassware, cutlery, etc.,

$622 37

21 78

$6,815 20

3,232 99

566 14

3,877 38

357 81

1,368 23

$805 00

13 85

34 28

62 94

172 71

22 59

706 74

674 35

262 86

377 41

2,189 24

1,520 02

12 87

591 08

85 09

547 17

261 17

$21 65

254 60

179 90

31 83

22

99 06

$28 30

39 03

4 20

$69,710 79

644 15

$70,354 94

$40,000 00

36,385 96

$3,614 04

$16,217 75

8,339 37

587 26

Amounts carried forward, . . . . $141 41 $25,144 38
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Amounts brought forward,

Furnishings— Con.

Furniture and upholstery, .

Kitchen furnishings, .

Wooden ware, buckets, pails, etc..

Sundries, .....
Heat, light and power :

—
Coal,

Oil,

Repairs and improvements :
—

Cement, lime and plaster.

Electrical work and supplies

Hardware, .

Lumber,
Machinery, etc., .

Paints, oil, glass, etc..

Plumbing, steam fitting and suppl

Roofing and materials.

Sundries, .

Farm, stable and grounds :
—

Blacksmith and supplies.

Carriages, wagons, etc., and repairs,

Fertilizers, vines, seeds, etc

Hay, grain, etc..

Harnesses and repairs.

Horses,

Cows, . .

Tools, farm machines, etc..

Sundries, .

Miscellaneous :
—

Books, periodicals, etc..

Chapel services and entertainments,

Freight, expressage and transportation.

Gratuities,.....
Hose, etc.,.....
Ice, ......
Medicines and hospital supplies, .

Medical attendance, nurses, etc. (extra)

Manual training supplies.

Postage, .....
Printing and printing supplies,

Printing annual report.

Return of runaways, .

Soap and laundry supplies, .

Stationery and office supplies.

School books and school supplies, .

Travel and expenses (officials).

Telephone and telegraph.

Water,

Sundries, .....

$141 41 $25,144 38

15 02

68 95

1 65

1 17

$4,261 36

55 04

$14 50

29 83

120 90

42 84

55 80

200 99

210 50

1 75

95 62

$83 89

122 22

718 83

1,105 50

6 46

275 00

180 00

50 94

97 53

$13 25

352 32

335 87

6 30

27 69

270 26

755 06

15 00

33 74

114 59

29 03

90 37

11 35

260 82

134 37

6 37

238 72

264 26

217 41

107 10

228 20

4,316 40

772 73

2,640 37

3,283 88

Total expenses for maintenance. $36,385 96
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Special Appropriations.

Balance Dec. 1, 1908, $90,099 15

Expended during the j^ear (see statement annexed), . . . 22,328 17

Balance Nov. 30, 1909, $67,770 98

Resources and Liabilities.

Resources.

Cash on hand, $644 15

November cash vouchers (paid from advance

money), 1,855 85

Due from treasury of Commonwealth, account

November, 1909, schedule, .... 854 94

$3,354 94

Liabilities.

Schedule of November bills, . . . ... . . $3,354 94
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LAWS RELATING TO THE MASSACHUSETTS
HOSPITAL SCHOOL.

Acts of 1904, Chapter 446.

An Act to establish the Massachusetts School and Home
FOR Crippled and Deformed Children.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The governor, with the advice and consent of the

council, shall appoint five persons who shall constitute the Board

of Trustees of the Massachusetts School and Home for Crippled

and Deformed Children, the purpose of which shall be the educa-

tion and care of the crippled and deformed children of the com-

monwealth. The trustees shall hold office for terms of one, two,

three, four and five years, respectively, beginning with the first

Monday of December in the present year, and until their respective

successors are appointed and qualified; and previous to the first

Monday in December in each year thereafter the governor shall

in like manner appoint one such trustee to hold office for the term

of five years, beginning with the first Monday in December of

the year of his appointment, and until his successor is appointed

and qualified. Any such trustee may be removed by the governor,

with the advice and consent of the council. Any vacancy occurring

in said board shall be filled in like manner for the unexpired term.

Section 2. The lands held by said trustees in trust for the

commonwealth for the use of said school and home, as hereinafter

provided, shall not be taken for a street, highway or railroad with-

out leave of the general court specially obtained.

Section 3. The trustees shall be a corporation for the same

purposes for which the trustees of each of the state insane hospitals

are made a corporation by section twenty-three of chapter eighty-

seven of the Eevised Laws, with all the powers necessary to carry

said purposes into effect.

Section 4. The trustees shall select a site for the school and

home ; and shall have power to purchase land therefor, subject to
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the approval of the governor and council, and to erect on such

land suitable buildings to hold not less than three hundred chil-

dren and the officers, employees and attendants, and to provide

for the equipment and furnishing of said buildings : provided, hotv-

ever, that the expenditure for carrying out the purposes of this

act shall not exceed three hundred thousand dollars. No expendi-

ture shall be made for the erection of buildings except for plans

therefor, until the plans have been approved by the governor and

council, and no such approval shall be given unless the governor

and council shall be satisfied that the cost of the real estate and

the erection and completion of buildings and the ec[uipment and

furnishing of the same, so as to be ready for occupancy, will not

exceed three hundred thousand dollars. The trustees shall have

authority to make all contracts and employ all agents necessary to

carry into effect the provisions of this act.

Section 5. The trustees shall have the same powers and shall

be required to perform the same duties in the management and

control of the said school and home, as are vested in, and required

of, the trustees of the various state insane hospitals under chapter

eighty-seven of the Revised Laws, so far as said chapter is appli-

cable.

Section 6. When the buildings constructed under the provi-

sions of this act are so far completed that in the opinion of the

trustees they may properly be used for the purposes of the school

and home, the trustees shall notify the governor, who shall there-

upon issue his proclamation establishing the school and home.

Section 7. After the establishment of the school and home
the trustees shall receive no compensation for their services, but

they shall be reimbursed from the treasury of the commonwealth
for all expenses actually incurred by them in the performance of

their official duties.

Section 8. The trustees may appoint, and, subject to the ap-

proval of the governor and council, may fix the salaries of all per-

sons necessary for the proper administration of the affairs of the

school and home, and may incur all expenses necessary for the

maintenance of the school and home.

Section 9. The charges for the support of the children of the

school and home who are of sufficient ability to pay for the same,

or have persons or kindred boimd by law to maintain them, shall

be paid by such children, such persons or such kindred at a rate

to be determined by the trustees of the school and home. The
board of such children as have a legal settlement in some city or
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town shall be paid by such city or town if such children are re-

ceived at the school and home on the request of the overseers of

the poor of such city or town. The trustees may in their discretion

receive other children who have no means to pay for tuition and

board ; and the tuition and board of all such children shall be paid

from the treasury of the commonwealth.

Section 10. There shall be a thorough visitation of the school

and home by two of the trustees thereof monthly, and by a ma-

jority of them quarterly, and by the whole board semi-annually,

and after each visitation a written report of the state of the in-

stitution shall be drawn up, Avhich shall be presented at the annual

meeting to be held in December. At the annual meeting the trus-

tees shall make a detailed report of their doings to the governor

and council, and shall audit the report of the treasurer, which shall

be presented at said annual meeting, and transmit it with their

annual report to the governor and council.

Section 11. The accounts and books of the treasurer shall at

all times be open to the inspection of the trustees.

Sectioj^ 12. The state board of charity shall have general super-

vision of said school and home, and may, when so directed by

the governor, assume and exercise the powers of the board of trus-

tees of said school and home in any matter relating to the man-

agement thereof.

Section 13. For the purpose of meeting expenses incurred

under the provisions of this act the treasurer and receiver general

is hereby authorized, with the approval of the governor and council,

to issue scrip or certificates of indebtedness to an amount not

exceeding three hundred thousand dollars, for a term not exceed-

ing twenty years. Such scrip or certificates of indebtedness shall

be issued as registered bonds or with interest coupons attached,

and shall bear interest at a rate not exceeding four per cent,

per annum. They shall be designated on the face thereof as the

^lassachusetts School and Home for Crippled and Deformed Chil-

dren Loan, shall be countersigned by the governor, and shall be

deemed a pledge of the faith and credit of the commonwealth,

and the principal and interest shall be paid at the times specified

therein in gold coin of the United States or its equivalent; and

such scrip or certificates shall be sold and disposed of at public

auction, or in such other mode, and at such time and prices, and

in such amounts, as the treasurer shall deem best. Such amounts

shall be raised annually by taxation as will be sufficient, with the
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interest thereon^ to pay the interest on the loan and the principal

as it falls due.

Section 14. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap-

proved June 8, 190Jf.

Acts of 1907, Chapter 226.

An Act to change the Name of the Massachusetts School

AND Home for Crippled and Deformed Children to the

Massachusetts Hospital School.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The name of the Massachusetts School and Home
for Crippled and Deformed Children, established by chapter four

hundred and forty-six of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and

four, and located in the town of Canton, is hereby changed to

the Massachusetts Hospital School.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap-

proved March 20, 1907.

Acts of 1909, Chapter 497.

' An Act relative to the Care of Certain Children at the

Massachusetts Hospital School.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter four hundred and forty-six of the acts

of the year nineteen hundred and four is hereby amended by strik-

ing out section nine and inserting in place thereof the following:

— Section 9. The trustees may, upon the written application of

any child entitled to receive the benefit of said school, or upon

such an application made by a parent, guardian, or person having

the legal custody of the child, or by any state or municipal board

or official having such custody, admit such child to said school,

subject to such rules and regulations as the trustees may prescribe,

and the trustees may at their discretion discharge such child from

the school. The charges for the support of the children of the

school who are of sufficient ability to pay for the same, or have

persons or kindred bound by law to maintain them, shall be paid

by such children, such persons or such kindred at a rate to be

determined by the trustees of the school. The board of such chil-

dren as have a legal settlement in some city or town shall be paid

by such city or town at a rate not exceeding four dollars a week,
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notice of the reception of the children by the trustees being given

by them to the overseers of the poor of the city or town of settle-

ment as soon as is practicable; and the tuition and board of those

having no such settlement shall be paid by the commonwealth.

The trustees may in their discretion receive other children who

have no means to pay for tuition and support, and the tuition

and board of all such children shall be paid from the treasury of

the commonwealth. The attorney-general and district attorneys

shall upon request bring action to recover said charges in the name

of the treasurer and receiver general. Such charges as are paid

by the commonwealth, or by any city or town, shall not be deemed

to have been paid as state or pauper aid, and no person shall be

deemed to be a pauper in consequence of his inability to pay for

the support of a child in said school. The admission of a child

as aforesaid to the school shall be deemed a commitment of the

child to the care and custody of the commonwealth, and the trus-

tees, with the approval of the state board of charity, may in their

discretion detain the child at said school during its school age,

or for such longer period during its minority as in the opinion

of the trustees will tend to promote the education and welfare of

the child.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap-

proved June 15, 1909.
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES.

To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council.

As is seen by the report of the superintendent, the development

of the institution in the past year has been in directions already

planned. There has been an increase in the number of children

and a corresponding enlargement in the problems of administra-

tion. The additional buildings erected in the past year have been

utilized and have proved their usefulness. The infirmary has

many excellent features, which are not only of value to the insti-

tution at Canton in opportunities for the fresh-air treatment of

the sick, but in the facilities for emergency operations it has com-

mended itself as a model for other small hospitals.

The industrial building and dormitory enable the superintendent

to devote special attention to the purely industrial training, —
sewing, carpentry, printing, etc., — and also to house such of the

boys as are especially adapted to industrial work. In a similar

way the cottage recently erected is used for the training of the

older girls in housework, cooking, laundering, etc. By this arrange-

ment the children can be classified and the administrative work

more easily conducted in groups, as follows: younger children,

needing primary instruction and an opportunity for freedom in

play; older and less helpless boys, for whom training for technical

work is needed in mechanical pursuits; and an opportunity for

the training of girls in domestic work. In addition to this, an

infirmary for those who are sick or who suffer from more serious

disabilities.

The health of the children has been remarkably good during

the past year, as in previous years. The outdoor life has proved
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its advantage not only in improving the condition of the children

but in diminishing the tendency to the respiratory diseases, as

there has been a remarkable freedom from common colds in the

children connected with the school, although they belong to the

class that is physically less favorable to outdoor life.

Attention has been paid to the development of outdoor activity

and in plays and sports, and outdoor games have been instituted

as far as the abilities of the children permitted, this being possible

to a surprising degree. Baseball has been played with unusual

activity, with remarkable success and enjoyment.

Instruction has been given in singing, and to selected pupils in

the elements of drawing and the study of color. Plans have

already been made for the establishment of musical instruction

in band music, which it is expected will be of advantage to many
of the children.

In previous years some difficulty was encountered in determin-

ing in what direction the children should be trained, and the

problem still remains a subject of study and investigation; but

the experience of the last year tends to show the directions in

which the work of the institution is to be done. The ordinary

primary school instruction usual in our public schools is given to

the children, but with shorter sessions than is practicable in our

day schools and in open-air schoolrooms. This is supplemented

in the older children by instruction in sloyd and carpentry for

the boys, in sewing, weaving and knitting for the girls; and for

the less helpless and stronger boys, opportunities for farm work,

gardening and the care of poultry are offered, while the older girls

receive a thorough training in domestic work.

The problem of placing graduates has not yet presented itself

as an important one. The institution, however, has been able to

place a few, and it is clear that as the number of pupils who receive

thorough training at the school increases, the question of finding

suitable opportunities for their activities will be a most important

one. A large number of the children trained in the institution

will be able to fill with efficiency positions requiring disciplined

characters, attention and skill. A large number of the graduates

will be able to perform the work of farm attendants, especially

those cured of disabilities following the tuberculous joint and spine

affections. A large number of the cases of infantile paralysis will.



1911.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 82. 9

by proper treatment, be able to perform duties requiring intelli-

gence and activity, but not demanding great physical strength.

The special training and utilization of the abilities of the small

number of permanently disabled and badly crippled patients pre-

sent a problem of difficulty. It has been proved, however, that

the number of these cases in which, under proper mechanical and

surgical treatment, such disabilities remain as to prevent some

activity, unrelieved by the training which is furnished by an

institution of the character of this one, is small.

The school is in need of a proper barn, not only for the ordinary

farming required, but also as an opportunity for a practical school

for the traiiiing of farm attendants. It was not thought that in

the original plan a sufficient number of crippled children could be

trained in such a way as to make bread winning in agricultural

pursuits possible; but the experience of the past few years has-

shown that a not inconsiderable number of those who apply cau

in the course of a few years be trained into usefulness in this

direction. This would afford the opportunity for an outdoor life

especially suited to children with a tendency to tuberculosis.

There is a growing need in our State for trained farm attendants,

and it is now thought that a portion of the work of the institution

could be well directed tow^ards the proper training of boys suited

to an activity of this sort. The Board of Trustees, therefore, ask

for an appropriation of $12,000 for a general-purpose barn.

In the original plan it was thought that the playrooms in the

different dormitories would serve as the social center for the groups

of children; but an assembly hall for lectures, religious services

and recreation, and the reception of relatives and friends, is some-

thing which is now needed, and will be so still more when the full

complement of the institution, namely, 300, has been reached.

We are therefore asking for $30,000 for an assembly hall.

It is thought, in meeting the increasing demand on the institution,

advisable for the Board of Trustees to complete the plans already

formed for the full number of children demanded in the original

act of the Legislature founding the school. Accommodations are

now furnished for nearly 250 children. It is expected that by the

end of the year accommodations for 300 children will be provided,

in this way completing the original plans and expending the money

granted for this purpose.
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Owing to the pioneer character of much of the work of the

institution there has been a great demand for annual reports, and

we therefore ask permission to have an additional 500 copies.

The report of the superintendent is hereto annexed and made

a part of this report.

Respectfully submitted,

EDWARD H. BRADFORD.
LEONARD W. ROSS.

ALFRED S. PINKERTON.
WILLIAM F. FITZGERALD.
WALTER C. BAYLIES.
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.

To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School.

I have the honor to submit the third annual report, for the year

ending Nov. 30, 1910.

There were 195 children in the institution at the close of the

year, — 131 boys and 64 girls. There were at the beginning of

the year 140, — 90 boys and 50 girls. There were 88 first and 2

second admissions, and 1 boy returned from visit of last year,

making the whole number under treatment during the year 231,

or 56 more than were under treatment the previous year. Thirty-

five children were discharged, of whom 19 were boys, 16 were

girls and 1 boy was home on visit at the end of the year. The

maximum number at any one time was 195, the minimum, 136,

and the daily average number, 164.84, which is 47.25 more than

the previous year.

Of those admitted the oldest was fifteen, the youngest two, and

the average age was eight and five-sixths years. None was physi-

cally able to be properly classified in a school for normal children,

and more than 90 per cent, were in need of special nursing and

medical supervision.

There were 39 cases of bone tuberculosis and 33 who were

suffering from some form of paralysis.

Of the 36 children discharged, 21, who were not likely to derive

further benefit by remaining, were taken home by their parents

for various reasons. Two had recovered, one being a girl who was

admitted to convalesce from an operation for the deformity of

rickets. She attended the school department first in a wheel

chair, later on crutches, and finally without any support; cotn-

pleted a short course in domestic science, and went home, after

about nine months' residence, to enter the high school with the

class she left in the eighth grade. The other, a boy too young to

attend school, made a good recovery, and will attend school at

home when he reaches proper age. Two boys were made self-
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supporting by the training they received here, 3 were transferred

to other institutions in the State and 8 cases died. Three deaths

were from tuberculous meningitis in children who had suffered

for many years from bone tuberculosis, 1 was from organic heart

disease, 1 from rupture of the femoral artery, and 1 from general

tuberculosis following tuberculous joint disease of long standing.

Ninety children were allowed to visit their homes during the

year, and these vacations of from two or three days to as many
weeks' duration have materially increased the per capita cost of

maintenance by lowering the daily average number without pro-

portionately affecting the expenditures. The receipts are also

lowered, and children returned with infectious and parasitic diseases

require for a time more care and supervision. There are many
advantages, however, to both children and parents. Family ties

and responsibilities are strengthened, and there is so much pleasure

even in the anticipation of going home that, under certain regula-

tions, I believe occasional visits should be encouraged.

There has been much less sickness than might reasonably be

expected in an assemblage comprising such a large proportion of

helpless paralytics and tuberculous children. The numerous

diseases common to children, digestive disturbances and even

catarrhal colds have been notably infrequent.

Extending over a period of seven months there were 10 mild

cases of scarlet fever, which were probably contracted from differ-

ent sources, as the following cases will indicate: in May one boy

developed scarlet fever six days after receiving a visit from his

parents, who were unable to make plain the source of the infection;

but it was learned through the board of health that there was at

the time a case of scarlet fever directly across the street from

their home. Thirty-three days afterwards another boy developed

the disease, nine days after admission from a home in which scarlet

fever had recently been epidemic. Both cases were in close quar-

antine, in detached cottages. In fifty-three days from the appear-

ance of the second case, a girl showed symptoms of the disease,

three days after receiving a visit from her mother, and her case

was followed by two others, who received visitors on the same date,

all sitting together on the same settee. There may have been but

one unknown source of infection; but the above facts and the

absence of any general epidemic point, with a strong degree of

probability, to several independent sources.
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At present the dining-room corridor is the only place in the

institution in which children can receive company on visiting

days, and the continuance of existing methods of providing for

visitors, who have already numbered more than 100 in a single

day, is eventually bound to result in serious epidemics.

Some cases of spastic paralysis have developed epileptoid seiz-

ures, symptoms not uncommon in paralytics of this class, and a

few children have been found to be defective mentally. The

question of providing for children of this class is one which demands

your early consideration. In most instances it is impossible to

arrange for their immediate transfer to institutions for the epilep-

tic and feeble-minded because they are sent here voluntarily by

parents who give greater importance to the physical disability

than to the mental condition, and who cannot appreciate the rea-

sons for removal. Neither is it advisable to discharge such cases

to go home, where suitable care is impossible. In view of the

fact that we are likely to continue to receive a few cases who will

develop convulsions and be found to be mentally deficient after

admission, I would recommend that a small ward be provided in

the near future for their separation from brighter children, whose

welfare should not be endangered.

The school curriculum has been greatly enlarged during the

year; two additional grade teachers have been employed, so that

there are now three well-equipped schoolrooms for grade instruc-

tion, and nine classes have been organized to attend regular ses-

sions of from one and one-half to two-hour periods every school

day. Children have received systematic instruction in music for

the same periods on Saturdays, when a nonresident teacher has

been employed. Under the direction of another nonresident

instructor an art class has been organized for one lesson each

week, and the accomplishments of the 6 girls selected for the

course have been most gratifying. Seven of the older boys received

a most valuable initiatory training of four months in the plumbing,

steamfitting and electric wiring of the three new buildings.

The industrial building, 40 by 80 feet, which was completed in

March, has been very conveniently utilized for vocational class

rooms on the first floor and a sleeping dormitory and recreation

room for 25 boys on the second floor.

Nearly the entire west side of the ground floor is occupied by

the sewing department, which has increased so as to require an
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assistant to the regular instructor. Three classes of 29 girls have

been systematically taught in practical needlework, and several

of the older ones have become quite expert in the use of the motor-

driven sewing machines and hand loom which were installed early

in the summer. Weaving, crocheting, knitting and embroidery

have been added to the courses begun last year.

Industrial class rooms for the boys, including a sloyd and manual

training room, a practical woodworking shop and a room for cob-

bling and printing occupy the remaining first floor. The addition
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of the carpenter shop, with its woodworking machines operated

by one of the older boys, has increased the value of sloyd as a

preliminary school, from which boys can be selected for practical

woodwork under the supervision of a resident carpenter, and sloyd

is made to lead to something beyond the advantages usually

claimed for it.

On April 2 the domestic science cottage was completed, and one

instructor has since devoted her entire time to 16 girls, who have

been taught to wash, iron and mend their own clothing, cook and

serve their meals, and care for themselves as an independent home

unit. It is provided with a living room 23 by 32 feet, kitchen,
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three bedrooms, instructor's room and two verandas, and its

homelike atmosphere, with httle to suggest an institution, makes

it particularly attractive, especially in the evening, when the little

housekeepers are gathered about the cheerful fireplace or piano.

The aim of the instruction has been to equip the graduates with

skill in the practical art of general housekeeping and hygiene, which

could not only be profitably applied in their own homes but would

also enable them to become self-maintaining in domestic work.

S.Wt-tKA.s - Aiuxmcx-.

INF1IU1AR.Y

MA.5iACHU5E.TT3 HoSHTAL SCHOOL

Canton. Ma^s.

The infirmary, which was completed in April, seems to be par-

ticularly well adapted to the uses of the school. It has a well-

appointed operating room, clinical laboratory, dental room. X-ray

apparatus and other facilities for approved medical and surgical

treatment of emergency cases likely to occur in a population of

300 children, as well as accommodations for those who will become

chronic bed patients.

Practically all cases are now received at the infirmary for a

complete physical examination, and recorded observations are

made for their proper classification in the several departments.

All children suspected of having some infectious disease are placed
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in the light, well-ventilated corner rooms, designed with separate

enclosed piazzas for isolation purposes, and kept there until the

incubation period is passed. The corridors directly connecting

the isolation rooms with the nurses' observation center render

these precautions possible without the necessity of a special nurse,

and cases becoming positively infectious can be removed from the

isolation-room piazzas to quarantine cottages without passing

through the main corridor. The wide projection of the flat moni-

tor roof is especially effective, not only in providing protection

from rain even when the windows are open, but also from the

heat of the sun in the summer.

The second story of the infirmary has temporarily solved the

problem of rooms for employees, which were not thought necessary

when the administration building was designed.

Among other permanent improvements should be mentioned

12,900 square feet of granolithic sidewalk, connecting the east and

west dormitories and the infirmary with the administration build-

ing. A flight of concrete steps to the boiler room and a goat barn

20 by 40 feet have been built by resident workmen and some of

the older boys.

The original coal pocket, designed to hold but about one-fourth

of the annual coal supply, and so situated that all the coal was

dumped directly in front of the entrance to the laundry, was con-

verted, at small expense, into a convenient workshop where boys

mechanically inclined can serve an apprenticeship in pipe thread-

ing, metal welding, the manufacture of splints, etc., under the

supervision of regularly employed practical mechanics.

Beside routine repairs one of the east dormitory schoolrooms

was converted into an outdoor school by cutting down the three

north windows into doors and building an enclosed platform, 16

by 22 feet, between the schoolroom and the pergola. We shall

thus be able to provide a place for an out-of-door school with

facilities for protection in the sheltered portion during stormy

weather. It is planned to convert the other schoolrooms during

the coming summer, as the work can be done at small expense

from the maintenance appropriation by the resident carpenter and

the boys in his class.

It is not possible to overestimate the advantages of gardening
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and certain improved methods of farming for a large number of

permanently crippled boys, as well as those convalescing from

tuberculous bone disease, who should be encouraged to follow

out-of-door occupation.

The result of the work performed by a class of 19 boys upon a

small piece of rough land, which they cleared and made productive

with so much enthu-siasm, was a source of great benefit to them

and to the institution.

During the past two years about 28 acres of wild land have been

cleared for tillage, and although the best results could not be

obtained the first year, at the present rate of production practically

all the vegetables and farm products we shall consume can be

produced on our own land. There were harvested during the

past season :
—

Sweet corn, bushels, , , . . . 43

Field corn, bushels, 278

Potatoes, bushels, 463

Tomatoes, bushels, 26

Beets, bushels, 21

White turnip, bushels, 40

Sweet turnip, bushels, 67

Carrots, bushels, 72

Cauliflower, bushels, 14

Cucumbers, bushels, 26

Ripe cucumbers, bushels, 5

Cabbage, heads, 482

Onions, bushels, 3

Pumpkins, barrels, 20

Hubbard squash, bushels, 7

Crookneck squash, bushels, 23

White mammoth squash, bushels, 34

Parsnip, bushels, 20

Peppers, bushels, 7

Green peas, bushels, 9

String beans, bushels, 18

Shelled beans, bushels, 14

Lettuce, heads, 467

Radish, bunches, 22

Rye straw (estimated), tons, 3

Oat hay (estimated), tons, 3

Japanese millet (estimated), tons, 2
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Next season we shall be able to raise ensilage and corn fodder

for a small herd of cows, which can be profitably kept for the

production of milk and to maintain the fertility of the soil. We
could begin with a herd of 10 cows, and with the assistance of

some of the older boys it would not be necessary to increase the

number of employees. We expended $2,058.36 for milk during

the year, at an average cost of 6.27 cents per quart.

So much more wild land has now been cleared for cultivation

than was originally thought possible in so short a time that a

general-purpose barn should be built the coming year. Plans for

a connected group of the necessary farm buildings, including a

barn, an annex for 20 cows, milk house, silo, wagon shed, tool

house and root cellar, have been prepared, and have the approval

of the State Board of Charity, at an estimated cost of $12,000.

What is likewise most urgently needed is a place in which. the

children can receive visitors and assemble for religious services,

Christmas festivities and the various entertainments which it is

now necessary to hold in the congregate dining room.

The expense of moving a large number of crippled children,

many of them on crutches, in wheel chairs and beds, is, indeed,

no small item, and when increased by the cost of moving dining-

room furniture out of doors for the necessary welfare and enjoy-

ment of our patients, and back again before the regular meals can

be served, it becomes too objectionable to be long continued. It

is also becoming a physical impossibility to arrange for the Sunday

meals and religious services in the same room, yet neither should

be omitted.

The estimated cost of an assembly hall, with a basement for

use in connection with a machine shop, plans for which also have

the approval of the State Board of Charity, is $30,000.

I most urgently recommend that you ask for an appropriation

for both buildings.

The current expenses for the year amounted to $52,451.72, or

$6.10 per capita. Income for the same period amounted to $24,-

380.51, giving a net per capita to the State of $3.26.

It has been a very busy year for all, and even the most help-

less children have not been permitted to remain in idleness, which

is both irksome and depressing.
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All the regular holidays have been celebrated very much as

they would be observed by normal children. Several entertainers

have been employed and a number of short plays have been given

by the children themselves, which have been of great educational

value, particularly to those who took part.

A picnic for the children and a clam bake for the officers and

employees on the shores of Reservoir Pond were especially enjoyed

and should be made annual affairs.

On Saturday afternoons during the summer the baseball team

crossed bats with visiting nines of the same ages, and our boys

have a number of games to their credit.

The institution is especially fortunate in having a constantly

increasing number of friends whose kind interest has been greatly

appreciated. To Mr. John H. Pierce we are indebted for a gener-

ous gift of $2,500, and from many others, whom I cannot name,

substantial gifts have been received, including a piano for the

domestic science cottage and several valuable pieces of furniture.

Local and Boston societies have generously given lectures and

entertainments, and a profusion of toys and games were received

at Christmas time.

I wish to express appreciation for the loyal co-operation of the

officers and employees of the various departments, and I am ever

deeply grateful to the Board of Trustees for encouraging support

and wise counsel.

Respectfully submitted.

JOHN E. FISH,

Superintendent.
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TERMS OF ADMISSION.

Crippled and deformed children of the Commonwealth between

the ages of five and fifteen, who are mentally competent to attend

the public schools, are eligible for admission.

Feeble-minded and epileptic children will not be received.

Payments for the board of private patients must be made in

advance, unless sufficient surety therefor is given.

The institution is located on Randolph Street in the town of

Canton, about one-eighth mile from the Blue Hill Street Railway

and one and one-half miles from Canton and Canton Junction

stations on the New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad.

Post-office address. Canton, Mass.

Applications for admission should be made to the superintendent.

Nativity and Parentage of Children admitted.

Birthplace. Patient. Father. Mother.

Massachusetts, 73 14 16

Other New England States, .... 3 2 3

Other States, 3 5 9

Total native, 79 21 28

Other countries: —
Canada, 5 16 15
England, ........ 4 2

Finland, 1 1 1

Germany, 2 1

Ireland, 10 13

Italy, 4 4

Poland, 2 2
Portugal, 1 1

Russia, 2 6 6

Scotland, 4 3

Total foreign, 8 50 48
Unknown, 3 19 14

Totals, 90 90 90
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Disability on Admission.

Boys. Girls. Totals.

Amputation of left leg below knee, .... 1 - 1

Amputation of thigh, 1 — 1

Amputation of hand, . . . . . 1 — 1

Amputation of both legs, 1 - 1

Arthritis deformans, 1 — 1

Congenital amputation of hand, .... 1 - 1

Congenital amputation of fingers and toes, 1 - 1

Congenital club feet, 1 - 1

Congenital club foot, 2 -

Chronic osteo-myelitis of femur, .... 1 - 1

Chronic osteo-myelitis of elbow, .... 1 - 1

Chronic osteo-myelitis of humerus, .... 1 — 1

Deformity following tuberculous disease of knee. 1 —

Deformity following tuberculous disease of hip, . 1 — 1

Deformity following tuberculous disease of spine. . 1 - 1

Double congenital dislocation of hip. — 1 1

Infantile paralysis, 16 1 23
Spastic paralysis, 2 4
Spastic paralysis and chorea, 1 _ 1

Multiple abscesses resulting from scarlet fever, .
_ 1 1

Organic heart disease, 1 _

Progressive muscular dystrophy, .... 2 _ 2
Rachitic deformity, 3 1 4
Scoliosis, ......... i

1
1

Tuberculous disease of ankle, 1 1 2
Tuberculous disease of knee, 1 1 2
Tuberculous disease of hip, 6 6 12

Tuberculous disease of spine, 9 6 15
Tuberculous disease of bones of head, arm and

chest, . . 1 1

Undiagnosticated, 2 2

Totals, 60 30 90
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OFFICERS AND THEIR SALARIES.

John E. Fish, M.D., superintendent and treasurer, . . . $2,750 00

Ora G. Daniels, M.D., assistant physician, 700 00

Mary W. Wentworth, clerk, 700 00

Mary B. Robinson, head nurse, 700 00

Carolyn W. Hatch, head teacher, per month, .... 45 00

Harriet R. Burwell, housekeeper, per month, .... 35 00

Joseph A. Cummings, engineer, 1,000 00

Jess Black, farmer, 700 00
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VALUATION.
Nov. 30, 1910.

Real Estate.

$11,500 00

Administration building, two dormitories and

power house; 147,184 08

3,640 46

100 00

751 00

150 00

23,849 77

12,478 10

6,133 68

1,195 38

Goat house, 250 00

Personal Estate.

$2,245 00

491 55

Carriages and agricultural implements. 1,342 91

Machinery and mechanical fixtures, 8,318 22

Beds and bedding in inmates' department, . 5,800 38

Other furniture in inmates' department. 2,739 40

Personal property of State in superintendent's

1,875 86

1,536 29

740 97

917 14

86 96

Fuel, 2,622 61

Library, 168 99

Other supplies undistributed, .... 14,718 48

$207,232 47

43,604 76

$250,837 23
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TREASURER'S REPORT.

To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School.

I respectfully submit the following report of the finances of

this institution for the fiscal year ending Nov. 30, 1910:—

Balance Dec. 1, 1909,

Cash Account.

$644 15

Institution Receipts

Board of inmates: —
Private,

State minor wards,

Cities and towns,

Sales:

Miscellaneous,

Receipts,

$365 43

4,535 42

19,246 64

$24,147 49

20

Farm, stable and grounds:—
Pigs and hogs,

Sundries,

Miscellaneous receipts :
—

Interest on bank balances.

Sundries,

$144 00

3 50

$36 63

48 69

Receipts from Treasury of Commonwealth.

Maintenance appropriations: —
Balance of 1909,

Advance money (amounts on hand November
30),

Approved schedules of 1910,

Special appropriations, .....
Less returned, ......

147 50

85 32

$854 94

3,200 00

47,050 48

$43,250 22

26 99

24,380 51

51.105 42

43,223 23

Total, $119,353 31
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Payments.

To treasury of Commonwealth, institution receipts,

Maintenance appropriations:—
Balance November schedule, 1909,

Eleven months schedules, 1910,

November advances, .....
$1,940 15

47,050 48

2,118 65

Special appropriations:—
Approved schedules ($43,223.23 less advances of November,

1909, S441.06),

$24,380 51

51,109 28

42,782 17

Balance Nov. 30, 1910:

In bank.

In office.

$1,006 20

75 15

1,081 35

Total, . . . $119,353 31

Maintenance.

Appropriation, . . . . . . .

Expenses (as analyzed below), ....
Balance reverting to treasury of Commonwealth,

$55,000 00

52,451 72

$2,548 28

Analysis of Expenses.

Salaries, wages and labor: —
General administration,

Medical service, .

Ward service (male), .

Ward service (female),

Repairs and improvements,

Farm, stable and grounds.

Food:—
Butter,

Butterine, .

Beans,

Bread and crackers.

Cereals, rice, meal, etc.

Cheese,

Eggs,

Flour,

Fish,

Fruit (dried and fresh).

Meats,

Milk,

Molasses and syrup.

Sugar,

Tea, coffee, broma and
Vegetables,

Sundries,

$8,135 76

3,404 99

1,179 94

6,050 79

698 62

1,991 11

$1,432 20

15 00

117 89

51 32

237 47

54 11

702 38

905 89

431 43

624 22

2,781 57

2,058 36

30 84

544 34

173 22

456 01

354 79

$21,461 21

10,971 04

Amount carried forward. $32,432 25
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Amount brought forward,

Clothing and materials :
—

Boots, shoes and rubbers,

Clothing, .....
Dry goods for clothing and small wares,

Furnishing goods, . . . .

Hats and caps, . . . . ,

Leather and shoe findings.

Sundries, ......
Furnishings:—

Beds, bedding, table linen, etc.,

Brushes, brooms, . . . ,

Carpets, rugs, etc., . . . ,

Crockery, glassware, cutlery, etc.,

Furniture and upholstery,

Kitchen furnishings, ...
Wooden ware, buckets, pails, etc.,

Sundries, ......
Heat, light and power :

—
Coal,

Gas, ......
on

Repairs and improvements :
—

Cement, lime and plaster,

Doors, sashes, etc., . . . .

Electrical work and supplies,

Hardware, ......
Lumber, ......
Machinery, etc., . . . . .

Paints, oil, glass, etc., . . . .

Plumbing, steam fitting and supplies,

Roofing and materials,

Sundries, ......
Farm, stable and grounds:—

Blacksmith and supplies,

Carriages, wagons, etc., and repairs,

Fertilizers, vines, seeds, etc..

Hay, grain, etc., . . . . .

Harnesses and repairs,

Tools, farm machines, etc., .

Sundries, ......
Miscellaneous: —

Books, periodicals, etc..

Chapel services and entertainments.

Freight, expressage and transportation, .

Funeral expenses, . . . .

Gratuities,......
Hose, etc., ......
Ice, .......

$32,432 25

$300 80

526 30

544 53

177 44

7 86

107 66

90

1,665 49

$267 31

140 17

26 07

175 50

171 27

106 62

6 15

127 39

1,020 48

$5,305 17

265 40

90 37

5,660 94

$88 55

12 52

77 45

197 54

569 75

33 11

242 59

211 37

6 89

164 53

1,604 30

$123 10

174 90

1,337 72

1,635 07

89 20

112 49

119 17

3,591 65

$94 74

461 42

465 53

33 00

12 45

9 31

280 77

Amounts carried forward, .... $1,357 22 $45,975 11
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Amounts brought forward, $1,357 22 $45,975 11

Miscellaneous— Con.

Medicines and hospital supplies, .

Medical attendance, nurses, etc., (extra)

Manual training supplies.

Postage, ....
Printing and printing supplies,

Printing annual report.

Return of runaways.

Soap and laundry supplies, .

Stationery and office supplies,

School books and school supplies

Travel and expenses (officials).

Telephone and telegraph,

Water, ....
Sundries, ....

Total expenses for maintenance.

Special Appropriations.

Balance Dec. 1, 1909,

Expended during the year (see statement annexed).

Balance Nov. 30, 1910, ....

1,925 44

35 00

109 50

124 31

85 49

57 86

7 03

412 60

499 21

253 24

149 68

549 23

490 45

420 35

6,476 61

$52,451 72

$67,770 98

43,223 23

$24,547 75

Resources and Liabilities.

Resources.

Cash on hand, $1,081 35

November cash vouchers (paid from advance

money), 2,118 65

Due from treasury of Commonwealth, account

November, 1910, schedule 2,201 24

Liabilities.

Schedule of November bills,

$5,401 24

$5,401 24
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LAWS RELATING TO THE MASSACHUSETTS
HOSPITAL SCHOOL.

Acts of 1904, Chapter 446v

An Act to establish the Massachusetts School and Home
FOR Crippled and Deformed Children.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The governor, with the advice and consent of the

council, shall appoint five persons who shall constitute the Board

of Trustees of the Massachusetts School and Home for Crippled

and Deformed Children, the purpose of which shall be the educa-

tion and care of the crippled and deformed children of the com-

monwealth. The trustees shall hold office for terms of one, two,

three, four and five years, respectivel}^, beginning with the first

Monday of December in the present year, and until their respective

successors are appointed and qualified; and previous to the first

Monday in December in each year thereafter the governor shall

in like manner appoint one such trustee to hold office for the term

of five years, beginning with the first Monday in December of

the year of his appointment, and until his successor is appointed

and qualified. Any such trustee may be removed by the governor,

with the advice and consent of the council. Any vacancy occurring

in said board shall be filled in like manner for the unexpired term.

Section 2. The lands held by said trustees in trust for the

commonwealth for the use of said school and home, as hereinafter

provided, shall not be taken for a street, highway or railroad with-

out leave of the general court specially obtained.

Section 3. The trustees shall be a corporation for the same
purposes for which the trustees of each of the state insane hospitals

are made a corporation by section twenty-three of chapter eighty-

seven of the Eevised Laws, with all the powers necessary to carry

said purposes into effect.

SigcTiON 4. The trustees shall select a site for the school and
home

: and shall have power to purchase land therefor, subject to
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the approval of the governor and council, and to erect on such

land suitable buildings to hold not less than three hundred chil-

dren and the officers, employees and attendants, and to provide

for the equipment and furnishing of said buildings : provided, how-

ever, that the expenditure for carrying out the purposes of this

act shall not exceed three hundred thousand dollars. No expendi-

ture shall be made for the erection of buildings except for plans

therefor, until the plans have been approved by the governor and

council, and no such approval shall be given unless the governor

and council shall be satisfied that the cost of the real estate and

the erection and completion of buildings and the equipment and

furnishing of the same, so as to be ready for occupancy, will not

exceed three hundred thousand dollars. The trustees shall have

authority to make all contracts and employ all agents necessary to

carry into effect the provisions of this act.

Section" 5. The trustees shall have the same powers and shall

be required to perform the same duties in the management and

control of the said school and home, as are vested in, and required

of, the trustees of the various state insane hospitals under chapter

eight3^-seven of the Eevised Laws, so far as said chapter is appli-

cable.

Section" 6. When the buildings constructed under the provi-

sions of this act are so far completed that in the opinion of the

trustees they may properly be used for the purposes of the school

and home, the trustees shall notify the governor, who shall there-

upon issue his proclamation establishing the school and home.

Section 7. After the establishment of the school and home

the trustees shall receive no compensation for their services, but

they shall be reimbursed from the treasury of the commonwealth

for all expenses actually incurred by them in the performance of

their official duties.

Section 8. The trustees may appoint, and, subject to the ap-

proval of the governor and council, may fix the salaries of all per-

sons necessary for the proper administration of the affairs of the

school and home, and may incur all expenses necessary for the

maintenance of the school and home.

Section 9. The charges for the support of the children of the

school and home who are of sufficient ability to pay for the same,

or have persons or kindred bound by law to maintain them, shall

be paid by such children, such persons or such kindred at a rate

to be determined by the trustees of the school and home. The
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board of such children as have a legal settlement in some city or

town shall be paid by such city or town if such children are re-

ceived at the school and home on the request of the overseers of

the poor of such city or town. The trustees may in their discretion

receive other children who have no means to pay for tuition and

board ; and the tuition and board of all such children shall be paid

from the treasury of the commonwealth.

Section 10. There shall be a thorough visitation of the school

and home by two of the trustees thereof monthly, and by a ma-

jority of them quarterly, and by the whole board semi-annually,

and after each visitation a written report of the state of the in-

stitution shall be drawn up, which shall be presented at the annual

meeting to be held in December. At the annual meeting the trus-

tees shall make a detailed report of their doings to the governor

and council, and shall audit the report of the treasurer, which shall

be presented at said annual meeting, and transmit it with their

annual report to the governor and council.

Section 11. The accounts and books of the treasurer shall at

all times be open to the inspection of the trustees.

Section 12. The state board of charity shall have general super-

vision of said school and home, and may, when so directed by

the governor, assume and exercise the powers of the board of trus-

tees of said school and home in any matter relating to the man-

agement thereof.

Section 13. For the purpose of meeting expenses incurred

under the provisions of this act the treasurer and receiver general

is hereby authorized, with the approval of the governor and council,

to issue scrip or certificates of indebtedness to an amount not

exceeding three hundred thousand dollars, for a term not exceed-

ing twenty years. Such scrip or certificates of indebtedness shall

be issued as registered bonds or with interest coupons attached,

and shall bear interest at a rate not exceeding four per cent,

per annum. They shall be designated on the face thereof as the

Massachusetts School and Home for Crippled and Deformed Chil-

dren Loan, shall be countersigned by the governor, and shall be

deemed a pledge of the faith and credit of the commonwealth,

and the principal and interest shall be paid at the times specified

therein in gold coin of the United States or its equivalent; and

such scrip or certificates shall be sold and disposed of at public

auction, or in such other mode, and at such time and prices, and
in such amounts, as the treasurer shall deem best. Such amounts
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shall be raised annually by taxation as will be sufficient, with the

interest thereon, to pay the interest on the loan and the principal

as it falls due.

Section 14. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap-

proved June 8, 190Ji.

Acts of 1907, Chapter 226.

Ax Act to change the Kame of the Massachusetts School

AND Home for Crippled and Deformed Children to the

Massachusetts Hospital School.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The name of the Massachusetts School and Home
for Crippled and Deformed Children, established by chapter four

hundred and forty-six of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and

four, and located in the town of Canton, is hereby changed to

the Massachusetts Hospital School.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap-

proved March 20, 1907.

Acts of 1909, Chapter 497.

An Act relative to the Care of Certain Children at the

Massachusetts Hospital School.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter four hundred and forty-six of the acts

of the year nineteen hundred and four is hereby amended by strik-

ing out section nine and inserting in place thereof the following:

— Section 9. The trustees may, upon the written application of

any child entitled to receive the benefit of said school, or upon

such an application made by a parent, guardian, or person having

the legal custody of the child, or by any state or municipal board

or official having such custody, admit such child to said school,

subject to such rules and regulations as the trustees may prescribe,

and the trustees may at their discretion discharge such child from

the school. The charges for the support of the children of the

school who are of sufficient ability to pay for the same, or have

persons or kindred bound by law to maintain them, shall be paid

by such children, such persons or such kindred at a rate to be

determined by the trustees of the school. The board of such chil-

dren as have a legal settlement in some city or town shall be paid

by such city or town at a rate not exceeding four dollars a week»
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notice of the reception of the children by the trustees being given

by them to the overseers of the poor of the city or town of settle-

ment as soon as is practicable; and the tuition and board of those

having no such settlement shall be paid by the commonwealth.

The trustees may in their discretion receive other children who

have no means to pay for tuition and support, and the tuition

and board of all such children shall be paid from the treasury of

the commonwealth. The attorney-general and district attorneys

shall upon request bring action to recover said charges in the name

of the treasurer and receiver general. Such charges as are paid

by the commonwealth^ or by any city or town, shall not be deemed

to have been paid as state or pauper aid, and no person shall be

deemed to be a pauper in consequence of his inability to pay for

the support of a child in said school. The admission of a child

as aforesaid to the school shall be deemed a commitment of the

child to the care and custody of the commonwealth, and the trus-

tees, with the approval of the state board of charity, may in their

discretion detain the child at said school during its school age,

or for such longer period during its minority as in the opinion

of the trustees will tend to promote the education and welfare of

the child.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap-

proved June 15, 1909.
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES.

To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council.

The report here presented is a record of uninterrupted

progress of the institution during the past year.

When the Massachusetts Hospital School was opened four

years ago, owing to the fact that it was a pioneer undertaking

in this country, the plans for the future development were

necessarily to a certain, extent undetermined. The growth of

the institution has not only proved its value to the community,

but has also shown in what direction development is desirable.

It may be said, from testimony of various competent observers

in this and other countries, that it already can be regarded as

taking an excellent rank among the best charitable institu-

tions for this work.

The superintendent's report to the Board of Trustees, which

accompanies this report, furnishes details showing the excel-

lent condition of the school, an increasing number of pupils

with an excellent health record, a low per capita cost, together

with increased educational opportunities and development of

industrial branches.

The agricultural group of buildings planned, for which a

grant was given by the last Legislature, is in process of erec-

tion, with the exception of the cow barn, for the construction

of which the Legislature declined to grant an appropriation.

The need of a cow barn in this group is, however, great, as it is

desirable that the institution should not be dependent for its

milk supply entirely upon the milk market. A small herd of

milch goats has been purchased, and the children in the infirm-
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ary will soon be furnished with goat's milk, which can be deliv-

ered directly to the patients, giving milk of absolute cleanliness

and also milk free from the danger of tuberculous germs.

The agTicultural group of buildings will aid in training a

group of boys to light farm work and gardening, which will be

of service in fitting them for work of a character needed in the

conmiunity and suited to the disabilities of many of them.

The institution is in great need of an assembly hall. This is

desirable for various purposes. It is difficult to furnish to the

children each Sunday the needed religious instruction in a sat-

isfactory manner in the dining room of the institution. Reli-

gious services are at present held with the assistance of the

clergy of the neighborhood in accordance with the religious

belief of the children's parents,— Catholic, Protestant and

Hebrew. The accommodations, however, are not adequate, and

a properly constructed assembly hall will be of much service in

this direction.

It is also desirable that the children should have proper op-

portunities for a reading room and for lectures which are

offered by friends of the institution. Por the education of these

children to a position of usefulness in an American community,

it is necessary not only that they should be trained to labor and

handicrafts, but that they should be given the broadest aims.

In our third annual report for the year ending 'Noy. 30, 1910,

we requested an appropriation of $30,000 for an assembly hall,

and plans and specifications for a substantial building of brick

and concrete were prepared and submitted.

Twenty thousand dollars were appropriated, chapter 148,

Resolves of 1911, for an assembly hall to be constructed of

wood.

After a careful revision of the plans and a thorough reinves-

tigation of the subject, the Board finds it is impossible to meet

the needs of the institution, as presented in our last report,

with the amount appropriated and, therefore, asks for an addi-

tional sum of $10,000.

In the coming year a number of children will be able to

graduate from the grammar course which has been prescribed,

and some of these children will be able to obtain bread-winning
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positions. For some further training is desirable, and the

question of a curriculum suited to their needs is a subject which

demands careful consideration. It is evident that children in

this school will need, to a greater degree than in other educa-

tional institutions, special vocational training. It is a matter

for study on the part of the Board of Trustees, to determine in

what special direction this training is desirable.

The superintendent has been able in the past year to find

positions for a few of our older pupils, and it is desirable that

a definite plan be framed for securing bread-winning places for

our graduates.

The subject of vocational training for crippled children dif-

fers from that of other handicapped children, owing to the

varieties of disabilities presented by the crippled
;
meaning by

the term crippled " those with unimpaired senses and intelli-

gence, but impaired in body or limbs by accident, disease or

congenital defect. As cripples vary also in the extent to which

they are maimed, the vocational training of cripples needs

considerable elasticity.

Crippled children can be classed as (1) those permanently

crippled, and (2) those temporarily crippled. By the second

class is meant those with a crippling disease which requires

careful nursing and treatment for a number of years, thus

preventing school attendance and the ordinary activity and

training of childhood, but which under favorable circumstances

may end in a cure without great disability.

In order to complete and aid in the work for the training of

cripples already established, it seems best to obtain definite

information as to the opportunity for bread-winning which may
be found for them. To do this it is desirable that a classifica-

tion be made of cripples, and that an investigation be made

as to what occupations cripples of the different varieties of

disability are especially suited. For example, a cripple with

one hand may be trained to be an excellent stenographer, car-

penter or painter, but would be of no use as a motor man.

It is desirable that a canvass be made of all the employments,

and that an investigation by a committee familiar with the

disabilities be made, selecting such as would be specially suited
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to the different forms of disabilities. Such an investigation

should be made in each community, as the demands of labor

vary gi-eatly in different cities. After such an investigation

the school curriculum should be shaped for vocational training

for cripples, in order that the course of study may be specially

adapted to the different varieties.

It is also important that committees be formed auxiliary to

the school, not only to advise those graduating as to what occu-

pations are especially suited to their disability and capacity,

but also to obtain positions for such graduates. Those having

physical deformities will often encounter difficulties in obtain-

ing occupation if they apply personally. When, however, em-

ployers of labor are solicited by an expert committee, who

guarantees the character and training of an applicant, less dijSi-

culty is met in furnishing work for those physically disabled.

A certain class of physical defects exists where it is impossible

to find suitable positions in the labor market. For these spe-

cial work needs to be created. This class of cripples is very

small, but should be the subject of a careful investigation by an

expert committee. In this class will be placed those born

without hands, or with badly distorted hands, or cases that

have been severely injured by accident. This class is a small

one, but a careful examination of the history of such cases,

collected from various parts of the country, would be of interest.

The Board of Trustees requests that some legislation may be

possible which will enable them to administer a small fund,

which may he added to from time to time, to be held as a grad-

uates' relief fund. The trustees have already received a be-

quest for this purpose and it is desirable that this should be

increased. The object of this fund is as follows: it will be

found that many of these graduates, although fitted for work,

have no homes or places of refuge if illness attacks them ; and

if, owing to labor conditions, they should be thrown out of em-

ployment, they would be placed in greater difficulties than

would be true of those without physical defects. A fund, the

income of which can be used for the temporary relief of such of

(mr graduates as are without home resources, can be used to

advantage. It is the plan of the trustees not only to train their
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pupils in the institution, but to aid them to secure bread-win-

ning opportunities, and to be ready in the course of. their career

to lend a helping hand if necessary.

The superintendent's and treasurer's reports are hereto an-

nexed and made a part of this report.

Eespectfully submitted,

EDWAKD H. BEADFOED.
LEONAED W. EOSS.
ALFEED S. Pli^KEETOISr.

WILLIAM F. FITZGEEALD.
WALTEE C. BAYLIES.
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.

To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School.

I have the honor to submit the fourth annual report of the

operations of the Massachusetts Hospital School for the year

ending E"ov. 30, 1911.

Two hundred and sixty-three children were cared for during

the year, or 32 more than were under treatment last year.

There were 195 in the institution on Dec. 1, 1910,— 131 boys

and 64 girls. There were at the close of the year 210,— 134

boys and 76 girls. The largest census was 228, the smallest

184, and the daily average 214.77, which is 49.93 more than

the previous year.

Of the 67 admitted 36 were suffering from bone tuberculosis,

15 had some form of paralysis, and 9 were suffering from de-

formity due to rickets and malnutrition.

The average admission age was eight years one month.

The discharges numbered 35, of whom 20 were boys and 15

girls. Six cases were discharged recovered ; 5 were so much im-

proved that they no longer required special care or education

as cripples; 13, who were not likely to derive further bene-

fit by remaining, were for various reasons, such as feeble-

mindedness or epilepsy, either transferred to other institutions

or removed to private families as unsuitable for classification;

6 were taken against advice, of whom 4 were much improved,

1 improved and 1 not improved; 5 children died. Death re-

sulted from general tuberculosis in two cases: one, following

tuberculous disease of the hip-joint of long standing; the other,

complicated, extensive and long-continued spinal tuberculosis.

One case of athetosis died of acute lobar pneumonia, one of

extreme thoracic deformity died of mediastinal and psoas ab-

scesses, and one case, convalescing from a surgical operation,

died of heat prostration.
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Thirteen boys and 5 girls, who were temporarily absent to

spend the Thanksgiving holiday at home, are not included with

those discharged nor the number reported present at the close

of the year.

Practically all the children who were physically able, and had

homes to which they should go, were allowed to make one or

more visits during the year, and from 50 to 100 persons have

called to visit children weekly. The records show 161 visits to

parents and friends during the year, exclusive of the many who

were allowed to go and return on the same date. Although such

frequent interchange has greatly increased the opportunities

for the introduction of contagious and infectious disease, the

general health of our entire population has been remarkably

good. Parents who have visited the school with their other

children have often called my attention to the apparent good

health of the crippled child as compared to the pale air-hungiy

brother or sister.

There was 1 case of scarlet fever and 3 of whooping cough;

1 employee had a sharp attack of facial erysipelas, and 18 chil-

dren and 2 employees suffered from mild attacks of chicken-

pox, all making good recoveries.

While the hospital school is primarily an educational insti-

tution, its first care should be the physical welfare of its pupils,

and the medical work has become a most important factor in the

management of the large family of children. The superintend-

ent is obliged to give so much more attention to administrative

affairs and correspondingly less to routine, ward and laboratory

work, that another medical assistant should be appointed at an

early date.

Among the present number none is regarded as physically

sound, while 31 cases require close medical supervision for

active hip-joint disease; 29 surgical dressings are applied daily;

26 children are wearing some form of plaster of Paris support,

and 58 have splints and apparatus of various kinds. Included,

also, with the cases which demand a physician's attention

should be mentioned many minor injuries, and the common ill-

nesses encountered in the care of a large number of children.

Physical examinations, including urinary and blood analj^sis.
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X-rav and other photographic records, are not only necessary

in all new admissions, but frequent re-examinations must be

made to accomplish the best results and keep the rating above

the average almshouse standard.

The consulting orthopedic surgeons have visited at regular

intervals to review every case admitted and to perform neces-

sary operations.

Practically every child admitted has required some special

attention to the teeth, and the dentist has made 41 visits during

the year. The records for the same period show 78 extractions,

48 treatments, 55 cleanings, 80 fillings as follows: 28 amalgam,

35 cement, 6 silver, 2 gutta-percha, 4 oxpara.

In considering a report upon the work done in our educa-

tional department, the peculiar conditions under which we work

should be constantly held in mind. We are, in our schoolrooms,

dealing with children whose needs, on account of their physical

condition, cannot be met elsewhere. Their health would suffer

from the close confinement of the usual grade school, and their

presence would, in many cases, be a drag upon a class of robust

normal children. They must have special instruction to meet

special needs. With this end in view, our teaching is done in

small classes, allowing each child as much individual attention

as possible. One outdoor room is already in use, and another

is soon to be opened. Our course of study is stripped to essen-

tials. In the short time allowed for class-room work there must

be intensified effort on the part of both teacher and pupil. The

fact that many of our pupils do cover the rudiments of a year's

course in the time we have to give shows that their spirit of

industry is excellent.

The present classification represents the 8 grades which make

up our usual common-school system. There is also a sub-pri-

mary department. As our conditions call for small classes, this

as well as the first grade is handled in two divisions. The sev-

enth grade work at present required by a few pupils is com-

bined with that of the eighth. All grades have one period of

school work a day, covering from one hour and twenty minutes

to two hours. They are given instruction in the essentials of

reading, spelling, penmanship, arithmetic, history and geogra-
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phy. During the past year the upper grade has been working

in elementary bookkeeping and civics.

A vacation teacher has always been employed during the

summer months. Last year the sub-primary grades worked

through July, and the second, third and fourth grades through

July and August. During the fall the second, third and fourth

have had a vacation from grade work, which will be taken into

account in planning their work next summer.

Domestic science is taught practically in a cottage fitted to

receive 16 girls. Here those whose physical condition allows

are taught to cook, to wait on table, care for a house and per-

form the regular routine work of a home. The arrangement of

the schedule by which the tasks are divided among the girls is

in the hands of the school department, and care is taken that as

many girls as possible benefit by the work.

Sewing is carried through a four years' course in which the

girls first learn plain sewing, then the making of under gar-

ments, and lastly the planning, cutting and making of dresses.

Some of the older girls are now wearing pretty and well-made

dresses of their own work, and have also made others for the

smaller children.

Sloyd is given on three days of every week and ranges from

preparatory work in cardboard to the construction of elaborate

models in wood. In connection with the sloyd, printing and

cobbling classes are carried on. During the summer several of

the large boys have learned moccasin making, and are now
turning out footgear for themselves and others.

Many boys are instructed on the farm in the care of stock

and gardens. There is opportunity for small classes to assist

in the regular work in the laundry and engine room. Work on

the buildings offers employment and training in carpentry to

others. Among the number of children trained in industrial

work here, several have, within the last few months, found

steady work outside. Two of the girls have left to do house-

work in small families. One permanently crippled boy, who
was instructed here in our engine room, has found a good place

as first-class licensed fireman, with a prospect of advancement.

Another has gone to work as a plumber's helper, for which he
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was fitted here. One trained in our laundry went directly to a

similar place outside. Still another has a place in the shipping

room of a shoe factory.

In 1912 the first class of graduates will leave the grade work,

to be given further and more specialized training along indus-

trial and vocational lines, with such continuation work as their

condition may justify. While the first graduating class is

small, the size of the lower grades would indicate that a con-

siderable number will eventually be discharged to become self-

supporting.

It is probable that a few physically handicapped graduates

who are capable of self-support will experience some difficulty in

getting employers of labor to give them an opportunity to dem-

onstrate their efficiency. Employers are not usually slow, how-

ever, to recognize merit, and the high degree of skill which many
pupils acquire warrants the belief that the average cripple when

properly trained needs only a start upon the road to self-sup-

port to become a useful, independent citizen.

Some organization or association should be formed to receive

our graduates into the community, and give certain ones the

first assistance they will require in establishing themselves as

wage earners.

Because of the tendency towards pauperization by public re-

lief, I would recommend a private organization of district com-

mittees, to be made up of influential and representative citizens

most likely to be more or less familiar with the previous history

of the graduates and the local industrial opportunities. With

the co-operation of the district committee, the school could be-

come more familiar with vocational opportunities in different

parts of the State, and its graduates better prepared to return

to the community in which they naturally and lawfully belong.

Vocal music, in grades corresponding to those of the school,

is given once a week. A most educational and musical organiza-

tion is the band formed last fall. A band master of wide expe^

rience gives a weekly lesson, and the zest and interest shown by

the boys have resulted in marked progress.

A drawing teacher gives weekly lessons to two classes, one of

boys and one of girls. The pupils draw from natural objects,
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study color arrangement and simple design. The girls have

done creditable work in stenciling, from their own designs,

upon cushions, curtains and other household objects. The boys

are learning to apply suitable decoration to their sloyd models.

Our main athletic organization at present is the baseball

team, which won on its own merits 66% per cent, of all the

games played last season, a result which the boys in a recent

percentage class were interested in computing. Amusement is

provided in many ways. The educational value of the band

and the baseball team could not easily be supplied in any other

way. Swimming, rowing, skating and sliding all come in their

season and their value as recreation is obvious.

The various holidays are observed in the school work of the

days preceding and in special entertainments. Fourth of July

brings the parade, sports and fireworks ; Hallowe'en its evening

of games and tricks
;
Thanksgiving its cheery feast ; and Christ-

mas, the secrets, the working on gifts, the twining of greens

and the decoration of halls and dormitories, and the Christmas

entertainment and tree, on which the children have each one

gift, at least, as well as the traditional candy and oranges.

There have been several entertainments given in the last

year by the children themselves. One, a drama of the revolu-

tionary war, was presented by a cast of boys
;
another, more

domestic in spirit, was given by the girls. Outside entertainers

and lecturers have appeared. Members of the Herford Club

of Boston gave a concert, and stereopticon talks have filled

evenings at other times.

Eeligious training has been carried on as in years past. The

Roman Catholic children attend mass and Sunday school here

in the morning. Protestant chapel comes in the afternoon, with

a short address by one of the local or visiting clergymen, and

singing under the leadership of one of the officers. This year

the Jewish children have had instruction in Jewish history and

religion under the direction of Rev. Louis A. Alexander, Rabbi.

.Plans for a connected group of farm buildings including a

general purpose barn, a tool house and wagon shed, root cellar,

barn for 20 cows, milk house and silo were submitted to the

last Legislature with a petition for an appropriation of $12,000,
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the estimated cost. A request was also made to the last Legis-

lature for an appropriation of $30,000 for an assembly hall.

Although the committee considering the matter apparently ap-

preciated the importance of all the buildings, it was deemed

advisable to omit for the present the cow barn, milk house and

silo, and for the purpose of economy to construct the assembly

hall of wood instead of fireproof material, as was originally

planned. The following sums were therefore appropriated

under chapter 148, Kesolves of 1911 :
" For a new barn, wagon

shed and root cellar, a sum not exceeding six thousand dollars

;

and for an assembly hall to be constructed of wood a sum not

exceeding twenty thousand dollars. After making the nec-

essary changes in the plans to conform to the above resolve, an

invitation for competitive bids was extensively advertised, with

the result that all bids were in excess of the sums appropriated.

After a second revision of plans and invitations for bids which

brought practically the same results, it was deemed advisable

to undertake to build the barn, wagon shed and root cellar with

our own workmen. The work is well under way and can be

completed within the sum appropriated. I do not recommend

that you request an appropriation for the cow barn, included in

the original plan, at this time, because our resident carpenter

cannot undertake its construction and attend to the necessary

maintenance repairs ; but provision for keeping cows should be

made in the near future.

The assembly hall cannot be built, even of wood, for $20,000.

In fact, one contractor, whose estimate was lower than that of

any of his competitors, claimed that with the excellent sand and

gravel available here he could erect a fireproof building at prac-

tically the cost of one of wood. I therefore recommend that

you ask for an additional appropriation of $10,000 to erect,

furnish and equip an assembly hall according to the plans

and specifications first considered.

Repairs and improvements have been on a much larger scale

than during the previous years, an item of expense which has

heretofore been low. on account of the buildings being new, but

one which will gradually increase for a few years to come. The

south side of the east and west dormitories, the entire pergola,
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and all of the monitor roof window frames liave been given a

fresh coat of paint. The work of replacing calcimine-finished

walls with lead and oil goes steadily on, and whenever the plas-

ter and canvas dadoes have needed repairing, a skirting of

cypress sheathing has been put on from baseboard to chair rail.

The walls and ceiling of the serving room and kitchen have been

so treated, and the service greatly improved by the installation

of another baker's oven and dish-washing and potato-paring

machines.

Aside from the many ordinary repairs and the manufacture
' of a large number of splints, the engineer has built a large con-

crete well for the blow-off pipe from the boilers, and perma-

nently improved the steam pipe trenches, from the center of

the east dormitory to the boiler room, with concrete retaining

walls.

Another outdoor school has been built at the west dormitory

like the one opened last year at the east dormitory.

A fine granolithic walk has been laid to connect the domestic

science cottage with the walk laid last year between the infirm-

ary and the administration building.

Much has been done this year in clearing more wild land

and improving the land cleared the past three seasons. Our

crops, like those of most of our neighbors, suffered from the

unusually dry weather. Early in July the town water supply

became inadequate for fire protection. The sprinkling of gar-

dens and lawns was forbidden by the water commissioners, and

many of the small vegetables ordinarily depended upon for food

during July and August were a complete failure.

The valuation of the land has been materially increased, not

only by clearing and plowing about 7 more acres, but new roads

have been built and old ones improA^ed. During the fall and

winter the farm hands and about 40 boys worked in the wooded

areas east of the industrial building and south of the stable.

All deformed and diseased trees, especially those suffering frora

fire injuries, and trees of inferior species when interfering with

the growth of better kinds, were removed. The natural white

pine seedlings, which were planted as a screen along the ceme-

tery fence, have started such a vigorous growth that the out-
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door class of boys will, in connection with other planting, put

out several hundred more seedlings the coming year.

Another sewage filtration bed, 80 by 90 feet, has been made

during the past month to allow the other two beds a longer

period of rest, which the engineers recommended, the work

being done by our own men.

During the past season 4,773 pounds of pork were dressed

and there were harvested: —
Potatoes, 393 bushels.

Turnips, 135 bushels.

Carrots, 117 bushels.

Cucumbers, 45^2 bushels.

Strmg beans, 23% bushels.

Sweet corn, 63 bushels.

Hubbard squash, 24 barrels.

Crookneck squash, 9 bushels.

Cabbage, 587 heads.

Tomatoes, 34:^2 bushels.

Kentucky field pumpkins, 54 bar-

rels.

Sweet sugar pumpkins, 4 barrels.

Mangel-wurzel, 24 bushels.

Estimated :
—

Field corn, 385 bushels.

Oat hay, 1,000 pounds.

Millet, 3V2 tons.

Rye straw, 3V2 tons.

Green rye, IVb tons.

Clover hay, 2 tons.

Maintenance expenses for the year amount to $61,886.76,

which, divided by the daily average number of children, 214.77,

gives a weekly per capita cost of $5,526. Eeceipts for the board

of children were $36,281.22, and from other sources, $194.15,

making the total income $36,475.37. By deducting the receipts

from the gross expenses the net weekly per capita cost is found

to be $2,179. Maintenance expenses for the coming year are

estimated to be based on a daily average number of 235 or a

weekly per capita cost of $5.64.

In December the chief engineer, Joseph A. Cummings, re-

signed to study other branches of engineering. In February

Mary B. Robinson, head nurse, and in September Carolyn W.

Hatch, head teacher, left the service to enter private life. All

had been closely identified with the early growth and develop-

ment of the institution and were ever most loyal and efficient

assistants.

To succeed Mr. Cummings we have been fortunate in secur-

ing the services of William H. Coffin. Frances A. V. Palmer,

a graduate of the Mary Hitchcock Memorial Hospital, and
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Margaret Cochrane, a graduate and for a number of years

supervisory^ nurse at the Taunton State Hospital, were ap-

pointed heads of the nursing department. Ruth Park^ who has

been so successful as an assistant to Miss Hatch for the past

two years, was promoted to the position of head teacher, and

Cora E. Richardson, a highly recommended normal school

graduate, has been appointed to take charge of the new open-

air school.

Olive G. Haszard, who was a most faithful teacher of sloyd,

and who made many friends during her service of three years,

resigned in June to teach in the public schools. She was suc-

ceeded by Spencer E. Holland, a student in the North Bennett

Street Manual Training School of Boston.

During July and August Dr. Alfred A. Eenton, a former

assistant physician, after completing a service at the Boston

City Hospital returned temporarily to supply in the medical

service with which he is so familiar.

Automobile rides and other outside pleasures have been pro-

vided for a number of children by the trustees and their many

friends. The first and substitute baseball teams attended an

American league game in June, and as guests of the manage-

ment were introduced to the players individually.

Remembrances in the form of magazines, books and toys have

been received throughout the year, especially at Christmas time,

when there came hundreds of carefully selected and most at-

tractively wrapped gifts, individually marked for children in

whom many friends in Canton and adjoining towns have taken

a keen personal interest.

The institution is particularly fortunate in having a large

percentage of officers and employees who have a comparatively

long record of most efficient service, and the frequent visitation

of the members of your Board has ever strengthened the desire

to merit a continuance of your confidence.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHIT E. EISH,
Superintendent.
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TERMS OF ADMISSION.

Crippled and deformed children of the Commonwealth be-

tween the ages of five and fifteen, who are mentally competent

to attend the public schools, are eligible for admission.

Feeble-minded and epileptic children will not be received.

Payments for the board of private patients must be made in

advance, unless sufficient surety therefor is given.

The institution is located on Randolph Street in the town

of Canton, about one-eighth mile from the Blue Hill Street

Railway and one and one-half miles from Canton and Canton

Junction stations on the 'New York, New Haven & Hartford

Railroad.

Post-office address, Canton, Mass.

Applications for admission should be made to the superin-

tendent.

Nativity and Parentage of Children admitted.

BiBTHPLACE. Patient. Father. Mother.

Massachusetts, 53 14 12

Other New England States, .... 7 4 3

Other States, 2 2 2

Total native, 62 20 17

Other countries:—
Austria, 1 1

Canada, 8 7
England, 2 4
France, 1 1

Finland, 1 1

Ireland, 8 8

Italy, 1 1

India, 1

Russia, 3 7 6

Western Islands, 1 1

Total foreign, 4 30 30
Unknown, 1 17 20

Totals, 67 67 67
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Disability on Admission.

Boys. Girls. Totals.

Abscess of chest wall, — 1 1

Amputation of left leg, 1 — 1

Amputation of both legs, 1 — 1

Double congenital brachial palsy, .... — 1 1

Infantile paralysis, 8 4 12

Knock knees. Right talipes equinus. - 1 1

Rachitic deformity, 4 5 9
Scoliosis, 1 2 3

Spastic paralysis, 1 1 2
Syphilitic disease of the bones, 1 1

Tuberculous dactylitis, 1 1

luberculous disease 01 ankle, 1 1 2
Tuberculous disease of hip, 11 5 16

Tuberculous disease of knee, 1 2 3
Tuberculous disease of spine, 4 8 12

Tuberculous disease of spine and ankle, . 1 1

Totals, 35 32 67
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VALUATION.
Nov. 30, 1911.

Real Estate.

Land, 65 acres, $15,000 00

Administration building, two dormitories and power

house, 147,184 08

Stable, 3,640 46

Portable hog cots, 100 00

Three isolation houses, 751 00

Shop, 150 00

Infirmary, 23,849 77

Industrial building, 12,478 10

Cottage, 6,133 68

Granolithic walks, 1,561 38

Goat house, 250 00

New barn, etc., 2,948 26

$214,046 73

Personal Estate.

Food, $1,770 38

Clothing and clothing material, 2,379 21

Furnishings, 21,924 12

Heat, light and power, 3,938 03

Repairs and improvements, 8,420 85

Farm, stable and grounds, 7,374 96

Miscellaneous, 3,613 92

$49,421 47
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TREASURER'S REPORT.

To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School.

I respectfully submit the following report of the finances of

this institution for the fiscal year ending ITov. 30^ 1911:—

Balance Dec. 1, 1910,

Cash Account.

$1,081 35

Institution Receipts.

Board of Inmates: —
Private, ....
Cities and towns,

Reimbursements, charitable

(State minor wards)

,

Sales:

Miscellaneous,

Receipts.

$604 00

26,522 37

9,154 85

$8 58

$36,281 22

Farm, stable and grounds: —
Goats,

Mohair,

42 50

75 08

126 16

IV^iscellaneous receipts :
—

Interest on bank balances,

Sundries,

$37 51

30 48

67 99

36,475 37

Receipts from Treasury of Commonwealth.

Maintenance appropriations:—
Balance of 1910,

Advance money (amount on hand November
30),

Approved schedules of 1911,

Special appropriations.

Less returned.

$2,201 24

3,500 00

53,497 25

$3,306 94

24 00

59,198 49

3,282 94

Total, $100,038 15
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Payments.

To treasury of Commonwealth, institution receipts,

Maintenance appropriations :
—

Balance November schedule, 1910,

Eleven months schedules, 1911,

November advances, .....
Special appropriations: —

Approved schedules, .....
November advances, .....

Balance Nov. 30, 1911: —
In bank, .......
In office, .......

$3,282 59

53,497 25

2,025 96

$3,282 94

86 00

$1,069 32

318 72

$36,475 37

58,805 80

3,368 94

1,388 04

Total, $100,038 15

Appropriation, .

Expenses (as analyzed below).

Maintenance.
$62,600 00

61,886 76

Balance reverting to treasury of Commonwealth, $713 24

Analysis of Expenses.

Salaries, wages and labor: —
General administration, ....
Medical service, ......
Ward service (male), .....
Ward service (female), ....
Repairs and improvements ($49.50 not on

pay roll) , ......
Farm, stable and grounds ($13.50 not on pay

roll),

Food:

Butter,

Butterine, .

Beans,

Bread and crackers.

Cereals, rice, meal, etc.

Cheese,

Eggs,

Flour,

Fish, .

Fruit (dried and fresh).

Meats,

Milk,

Molasses and syrup.

Sugar,

Tea, coffee, broma and
Vegetables,

Sundries,

$9,906 25

3,777 22

1,356 47

7,606 31

956 94

2,026 83

$1,582 57

11 94

88 10

49 74

246 60

55 54

704 03

1,340 46

584 61

1,161 64

3,445 54

2,741 84

14 55

817 74

152 70

1,104 57

356 60

$25,630 02

14,458 77

Amount carried forward, $40,088 79
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Amount brought forward,

Clothing and materials :
—

Boots, shoes and rubbers, .... $606 88

Clothing, 675 72

Dry goods for clothing and small wares, . 362 54

Furnishing goods, ..... 181 03

Hats and caps, ...... 2 25

Leather and shoe findings, . . . . 156 98

Furnishings :
—

Beds, bedding, table linen, etc., . . . $565 85

Brushes, brooms, ..... 28 25

Carpets, rugs, etc., ..... 71 04

Crockery, glassware, cutlery, etc., . . 186 79

Furniture and upholstery, . . . . 118 48

Kitchen furnishings, . . . . . 175 73

Sundries, 47 37

Heat, light and power: —
Coal, $5,286 66

Gas, 22 40

Oil, 85 02

Sundries, ....... 1 24

Repairs and improvements: —
Brick, $2 26

Cement, lime and plaster, .... 36 55

Doors, sashes, etc., ..... 3 48

Electrical work and supplies, ... 89 26

Hardware, 280 93

Lumber, 414 26

Machinery, etc., 366 86

Paints, oil, glass, etc., ..... 528 61

Plumbing, steam fitting and supplies, . . 331 69

Sundries, 72 39

Farm, stable and grounds:—
Blacksmith and supplies, . . . . $113 01

Carriages, wagons, etc., and repairs, . . 391 85

Fertilizers, vines, seeds, etc., . . . 1,130 74

Hay, grain, etc., 1,180 74

Harnesses and repairs, .... 68 23

Automobile, 2,105 00

Other live stock, 86 00

Tools, farm machines, etc., .... 23 54

Sundries, 481 51

Miscellaneous:—
Books, periodicals, etc., .... $38 45

Chapel services and entertainments, . . 708 83

Freight, expressage and transportation, . . 549 05

Funeral expenses, ..... 15 00
Gratuities 31 46

Hose, etc., 29 24

$40,088 79

1,985 40

1.193 51

5,395 32

2,126 29

5,580 62

Amounts carried forward, $1,372 03 $56,369 93
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Amounts brought forward, $1,372 03 $56,369 93

Miscellaneous— Con.

Ice, ........ 327 38

Medicines and hospital supplies, . 963 67

Medical attendance, nurses, etc. (extra), 35 00

Manual training supplies, .... 81 07

Postage, ....... 128 36

Printing and printing supplies. 128 99

Printing annual report, .... 64 14

Soap and laundry supplies, .... 375 13

Stationery and office supplies, 118 13

School books and school supplies, ... 346 37

Travel and expenses (officials), 146 87

Telephone and telegraph, .... 328 53

Water, ....... 729 32

Sundries, ....... 371 84

Total expenses for maintenance.

Special Appropriations.

Balance Dec. 1, 1910,

Appropriations for fiscal year, ....
Total,

Expended during the year (see statement annexed).

Balance Nov. 30, 1911,

5,516 83

$61,886 76

$24,547 75

26.000 00

$50,547 75

3,282 94

$47,264 81

Resources and Liabilities.

Resources.

Cash on hand, .......
November cash vouchers (paid

from advance money) :
—

Maintenance $2,025 96

Specials 86 00

Due from treasury of Commonwealth, account

November, 1911, schedule, ....
Liabilities.

$1,388 04

2,111 96

4,889 51

Schedule of November bills.

$8,389 51

$8,389 -51

Per Capita.

During the year the average number of inmates has been 214.77.

Total cost for maintenance, $61,886.76.

Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $5,526.

Receipts from sales, $126.16.

Equal to a weekly per capita of $0,011.

All other institution receipts, $36,349.21.

Equal to a weekly per capita of $3,245.
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LAWS RELATING TO THE MASSACHUSETTS
HOSPITAL SCHOOL.

Acts of 1904, Chapter 446.

An Act to establish the Massachusetts School and Home
FOR Crippled and Deformed Children.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The governor, with the advice and consent of the

council, shall appoint five persons who shall constitute the Board

of Trustees of the Massachusetts School and Home for Crippled

and Deformed Children, the purpose of which shall be the educa-

tion and care of the crippled and deformed children of the com-

monwealth. The trustees shall hold office for terms of one, two,

three, four and five years, respectively, beginning with the first

Monday of December in the present year, and until their respective

successors are appointed and qualified; and previous to the first

Monday in December in each year thereafter the governor shall

in like manner appoint one such trustee to hold office for the term

of five years, beginning with the first Monday in December of

the year of his appointment, and until his successor is appointed

and qualified. Any such trustee may be removed by the governor,

with the advice and consent of the council. Any vacancy occurring

in said board shall be filled in like manner for the unexpired term.

Section 2. The lands held by said trustees in trust for the

commonwealth for the use of said school and home, as hereinafter

provided, shall not be taken for a street, highway or railroad with-

out leave of the general court specially obtained.

Section 3. The trustees shall be a corporation for the same

purposes for which the trustees of each of the state insane hospitals

are made a corporation by section twenty-three of chapter eighty-

seven of the Revised Laws, with all the powers necessary to carry

said purposes into effect.

Section 4. The trustees shall select a site for the school and

home; and shall have power to purchase land therefor, subject to
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the approval of the governor and council, and to erect on such

land suitable buildings to hold not less than three hundred chil-

dren and the officers, employees and attendants, and to provide

for the equipment and furnishing of said buildings : provided, how-

ever, that the expenditure for carrying out the purposes of this

act shall not exceed three hundred thousand dollars. No expendi-

ture shall be made for the erection of buildings except for plans

therefor, until the plans have been approved by the governor and

council, and no such approval shall be given unless the governor

and council shall be satisfied that the cost of the real estate and

the erection and completion of buildings and the equipment and

furnishing of the same, so as to be ready for occupancy, will not

exceed three hundred thousand dollars. The trustees shall have

authority to make all contracts and employ all agents necessary to

carry into effect the provisions of this act.

Section 5. The trustees shall have the same powers and shall

be required to perform the same duties in the management and

control of the said school and home, as are vested in, and required

of, the trustees of the various state insane hospitals under chapter

eighty-seven of the Revised Laws, so far as said chapter is appli-

cable.

Section 6. When the buildings constructed under the provi-

sions of this act are so far completed that in the opinion of the

trustees they may properly be used for the purposes of the school

and home, the trustees shall notify the governor, who shall there-

upon issue his proclamation establishing the school and home.

Section 7. After the establishment of the school and home
the trustees shall receive no compensation for their services, but

they shall be reimbursed from the treasury of the commonwealth

for all expenses actually incurred by them in the performance of

their official duties.

Section 8. The trustees may appoint, and, subject to the ap-

proval of the governor and council, may fix the salaries of all per-

sons necessary for the proper administration of the affairs of the

school and home, and may incur all expenses necessary for the

maintenance of the school and home.

Section 9. The charges for the support of the children of the

school and home who are of sufficient ability to pay for the same,

or have persons or kindred bound by law to maintain them, shall

be paid by such children, such persons or such kindred at a rate

to be determined by the trustees of the school and home. The
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board of such children as have a legal settlement in some city or

town shall be paid by such city or town if such children are re-

ceived at the school and home on the request of the overseers of

the poor of such city or town. The trustees may in their discretion

receive other children who have no means to pay for tuition and

board; and the tuition and board of all such children shall be paid

from the treasury of the commonwealth.

Sectioi^ 10. There shall be a thorough visitation of the school

and home by two of the trustees thereof monthly, and by a ma-

jority of them quarterly, and by the whole board semi-annually,

and after each visitation a written report of the state of the in-

stitution shall be drawn, up, which shall be presented at the annual

meeting to be held in December. At the annual meeting the trus-

tees shall make a detailed report of their doings to the governor

and council, and shall audit the report of the treasurer, which shall

be presented at said annual meeting, and transmit it with their

annual report to the governor and council.

Section 11. The accounts and books of the treasurer shall at

all times be open to the inspection of the trustees.

Section 12. The state board of charity shall have general super-

vision of said school and home, and may, when so directed by

the governor, assume and exercise the powers of the board of trus-

tees of said school and home in any matter relating to the man-

agement thereof.

Section 13. For the purpose of meeting expenses incurred

under the provisions of this act the treasurer and receiver general

is hereby authorized, with the approval of the governor and council,

to issue scrip or certificates of indebtedness to an amount not

exceeding three hundred thousand dollars, for a term not exceed-

ing twenty years. Such scrip or certificates of indebtedness shall

be issued as registered bonds or with interest coupons attached,

and shall bear interest at a rate not exceeding four per cent,

per annum. They shall be designated on the face thereof as the

Massachusetts School and Home for Crippled and Deformed Chil-

dren Loan, shall be countersigned by the governor, and shall be

deemed a pledge of the faith and credit of the commonwealth,

and the principal and interest shall be paid at the times specified

therein in gold coin of the United States or its equivalent; and

such scrip or certificates shall be sold and disposed of at public

auction, or in such other mode, and at such time and prices, and

in such amounts, as the treasurer shall deem best. Such amounts
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shall be raised annually by taxation as will be sufficient, with the

interest thereon, to pay the interest on the loan and the principal

as it falls due.

Section 14. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap-

proved June 8, 190 J^.

Acts of 1907, Chapter 226.

An Act to change the Name of the Massachusetts School

AND Home for Crippled and Deformed Children to the

Massachusetts Hospital School.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The name of the Massachusetts School and Home
for Crippled and Deformed Children, established by chapter four

hundred and forty-six of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and

four, and located in the to^vn of Canton, is hereby changed to

the Massachusetts Hospital School.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap-

proved March 20, 1907.

Acts of 1909, Chapter 497.

An Act relative to the Care of Certain Children at the
Massachusetts Hospital School.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter four hundred and forty-six of the acts

of the year nineteen hundred and four is hereby amended by strik-

ing out section nine and inserting in place thereof the following:

— Section 9. The trustees may, upon the written application of

any child entitled to receive the benefit of said school, or upon

such an application made by a parent, guardian, or person having

the legal custody of the child, or by any state or municipal board

or official having such custody, admit such child to said school,

subject to such rules and regulations as the trustees may prescribe,

and the trustees may at their discretion discharge such child from

the school. The charges for the support of the children of the

school who are of sufficient ability to pay for the same, or have

persons or kindred bound by law to m.aintain them, shall be paid

by such children, such persons or such kindred at a rate to be

determined by the trustees of the school. The board of such chil-

dren as have a legal settlement in some city or town shall be paid

by such city or town at a rate not exceeding four dollars a week.
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notice of the reception of the children by the trustees being given

by them to the overseers of the poor of the city or town of settle-

ment as soon as is practicable; and the tuition and board of those

having no such settlement shall be paid by the commonwealth.

The trustees may in their discretion receive other children who

have no means to pay for tuition and support, and the tuition

and board of all such children shall be paid from the treasury of

the commonwealth. The attorney-general and district attorneys

shall upon request bring action to recover said charges in the name

of the treasurer and receiver general. Such charges as are paid

by the commonwealth, or by any city or town, shall not be deemed

to have been paid as state or pauper aid, and no person shall be

deemed to be a pauper in consequence of his inability to pay for

the support of a child in said school. The admission of a child

as aforesaid to the school shall be deemed a commitment of the

child to the care and custody of the commonwealth, and the trus-

tees, with the approval of the state board of charity, may in their

discretion detain the child at said school during its school age,

or for such longer period during its minority as in the opinion,

of the trustees will tend to promote the education and welfare of

the child.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Ap-

proved June 15, 1909.
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES

To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council:

The Massachusetts Hospital School was established by the Common-
wealth in order to give instruction and training to the crippled children
of the State, who, although of normal intelligence and unimpaired senses,

were unable, on account of physical disability, to attend public school
or to receive proper instruction at home.

It was found that there were in this Commonwealth many such chil-

dren, illiterate and without the benefit of education, encumbered at their
homes and likely to be depe^ident all their lives, while if they could re-

ceive proper instruction and training they might become, in spite of their
physical handicap, H^^^f lil members of society. The number of these chil-

dren was, not iietej:Mined with accuracy, but experience has proved that
their rumber is not inconsiderable. It was decided that the school should
be organfzed into primary and grammar grades and that the admission
age'ohould be hetween five and fifteen years. It was thought that the
younger children suffriring from tuberculous deformities, congenital de-
formities or paralyses, heeded to be taken away from their homes and con-
gregated with, other children suffering from similar disabilities, in order
that they rnight cease to be self-pitying children. Experience has proved
that' the plan was a proper one and that congregated crippled children
lose, in association with other children similarly afflicted, all trace of self-

pity and that a desire to excel is naturally developed by their association
with each other. It has also been found that later it is desirable that they
should be associated with normal young men and women in order that
they should be subject to the natural law of competition in the struggles
for self-support.
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Jxperience has also shown that it ie^ neither wise nor in the end most
•ent to seek specialization in education much before the later teens.

It is of the highest importance that our young people should be furnished
with every opportunity to develop self-reliance, to observe widely and
honestly and to form habits of co-operation toward useful ends. It has
been the purpose of the school to help our pupils in discovering their own
abilities and in directing these powers toward the accomplishment of
righteous living.

The best proof of the value in the training given by any school is found
in the record of its graduates. The Massachusetts Hospital School Alumni
Association, formed by its young organizers mainly for social purposes,
now serves the school in the creation of a body, helpful through com-
munity of interest and ability to give facts on the economic situation.

Our pupils have always fallen into the two broad general groups—those
permanently crippled, a large number of these left in that condition by
infantile paralysis, and those temporarily affected, usually by some form
of tuberculosis of the bones. While mentality varies in these, it is of
the greatest importance that all they have should be developed to the ut-

most. It is not enough that they should be given surgical or hospital
treatment first, and then, after a protracted convalescent period, begin
educational efforts. Mental training consistent with physical welfare
should be kept up continuously. There is an optimum for acquiring each
form of necessary knowledge and that once past later instruction is likely

to be far less effective. Our most successful graduates were either gain-
ing a knowledge of elementary and fundamental subjects at the same time
that their physical recuperation was going on, or were keeping up with
what they had already gained, instead of falling into habits of intellectual

indolence. Their stay with us varied in time, but as our average ad-
mission age decreases it becomes more and more evident that our most
valuable service is to treat our boys and girls so that they will fit back
into the life of the community, with the least possible loss of time or
economic value. The first class to graduate from our eighth grade went
out in 1912. A large majority of the young men and women of our alumni
body are self-supporting and valuable citizens. Among the older classes

some have even been able to establish and maintain adequately homes of
their own. Industry and commerce in one form or another claim most.
Four are in business for themselves. We have four with the A.B. degree
from Tufts, Harvard, Dartmouth and Wheaton, respectively, three of
whom are studying for higher academic standing. We have many in

high schools in different parts of the state and students in Boston Uni-
versity, Clark and the Normal Art School. A number of our girls are
engaged in some form of stenographic work. Philanthropy claims two
of our young men. One is an industrial secretary for a large charitable
organization, handling for them a large pay-roll, and the other does cleri-

cal work in a Bureau for the Handicapped in a western state and is study-
ing law evenings. One of our earlier graduates is now in the auditing
department of the United States revenue service. Several are doing well
in the printing trades. A young woman, a normal school graduate, is

making a success as a teacher.
These cases are mentioned, not because their particular work is more

worthy than any other honorable employment, but because they illustrate

the results that may be expected to follow an intensive effort to assist a
handicapped boy or girl in gaining, through mental compensation, powers
to offset a physical disability.

When the institution was opened nineteen years ago, it would have been
considered utter extravagance and an unwarranted waste of public money
to invest a large sum for a schoolhouse for the education of crippled and
deformed children. A limited equipment for educational advantages was
then considered a wise and cautious procedure, but it has now become
a well-recognized fact that the problem presented by most crippled chil-

dren is primarily educational.
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The original schoolrooms, which were never adequate, are now greatly
overcrowded, and if the institution is to be maintained in a manner which
will reflect credit upon the commonwealth, school facilities and equipment
should be greatly enlarged and improved.
To meet the growing need for expansion from the four small school-

rooms now in use, the Trustees recommend a separate school building at
an estimated cost not to exceed $85,000.
Many important repairs which would involve slight alterations to the

buildings in which classes are conducted have been delayed in the antici-

pation that the need for a separate school building would be recognized
and made possible by a special appropriation.

It is with deep and profound sorrow that the Trustees record the death
of Dr. Edward H. Bradford, who served as chairman of the board from
the date of his appointment on January 14, 1905 until the day of his

death on May 7, 1926. The influence of his life on his associates, in the
field of orthopedic surgery, in the interest of crippled children and in the
establishment of the Massachusetts Hospital School will never cease to

be operative forces.

The superintendent's and treasurer's reports are hereunto annexed and
made a part of this report.

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM F. FITZGERALD GEORGE H. ELLIS
WALTER C. BAYLIES ROBERT SOUTTER
ANDREW MARSHALL

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School:

I hereby submit my nineteenth annual report as superintendent of the
Massachusetts Hospital School for the year ending November 30, 1926.

Since the hospital facilities of the institution were enlarged to accom-
modate certain state minor wards, who are admitted for hospital care
only and usually for very brief periods, there has been some misunder-
standing concerning the status of such cases and many requests, especially
from Canton and adjoining towns, have been made for the admission of
other children, who are neither crippled nor deformed, but for whom
hospital care is desired. The following explanation may be of value:

All children entering the institution are admitted to the hospital de-
partment for physical examination, the early detection of communicable
diseases, for X-ray or other knowledge likely to be of diagnostic value
and a guide to rational treatment and classification. Crippled and de-
formed children entered for special care and training as such are trans-
ferred to the school department as soon as practicable and may return
for hospital care or be classified elsewhere in the institution as their con-
dition demands, thereby having the advantages of both hospital and
school departments.

Patients admitted for hospital care only, under the provisions of chap-
ter 121 of the General Laws, are sometimes found to be eligible for classi-

fication as crippled and deformed children and are allowed to remain for
both hospital and school advantages if their guardian wishes them to
have the educational opportunities not obtainable for them in a public
school. It would be obviously impractical and involve unjustifiable ex-
pense to attempt to separate the hospital and school into two separate
and distinct administrative units, but in the presentation of the admission
and discharge statistics for the year the status of patients entered by the
Director of Child Guardianship, some of whom remain as school cases,

is explained by the term hospital, as a distinction from those admitted
as school cases primarily.

There are now 224 school and 81 hospital cases.

There were in the institution on December 1, 1925, 292 children, 72
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hospital and 220 school cases, of whom there were 146 boys and 146 girls.

There have been admitted 474 children, 403 hospital and 71 school cases,

of whom 231 were boys and 243 were girls. The whole number under
treatment during the year was therefore 766. The maximum number
at any one time was 314, the minimum 190, and the average for the year
281.27.
The discharges numbered 461, of whom 394 were from hospital care

and 67 from the school, leaving in the institution at the end of the year
305 children, 81 in the hospital and 224 in the school department.

NATIVITY

statistics show that of the 403 children received primarily as hos-

pital cases 329, or 81 plus per cent, were born in Massachusetts; 53, or
13 per cent, were born in other parts of the United States and that 9, or
2 per cent, were foreign born. One hundred and twenty-nine fathers and
173 mothers were American born against 122 fathers and 141 mothers
who were foreign born. The birthplaces of 12 children, 152 fathers and
89 mothers were unknown. Of those entering the school, 58, or 82 plus
per cent, were born in Massachusetts

; 7, or 10 per cent, in other parts of
the United States and 3, or 4 per cent, were foreign born. Twenty-eight
fathers and 28 mothers were American born against 37 fathers and 35
mothers who were of foreign birth. The birthplaces of 2 children, 5
fathers and 7 mothers were unknown.
Comparing these statistics with those of last year we find that the

school admissions numbered 20 more, the hospital cases 66 less, the dis-

charges from the school 3 less, from the hospital 56 less, the total maxi-
mum at any one time 3 less, the minimum 13 less, w^hile the total average
for the year was 2.98 less. It is gratifying to note the admission of
school cases increased by 39 per cent.

The average admission age to the hospital was 9 years, 6 months and
17 days, and to the school 11 years, 2 months and 13 days, while the
average age on discharge from the hospital was 9 years, 9 m.onths and
17 days and from the school 12 years, 10 months and 27 days.
The diagnoses as given in the following table represent the diseases

for which children were admitted and should be regarded as provisional,
although they were in most instances confirmed by our examiners.

Diagnosis on Admission

Hospital Department
Boys Girls

Adenoids, enlarged ....... 3 1

Appendicitis, acute ...... 1 4
Appendicitis, chronic ....... 1 7
Arthritis, acute . ... . - 3
Asthma ......... 1
Brain abscess; otitis media, chronic .... - 1

Cellulitis of right hand and wrist..... 1 -
Cervical adenitis ....... 3 2
Circumcision ........ 7 -
Circumcision; dentistry ..... 1 -
Circumcision ; scrotal hernia ; Wassermann test .1 -
Club feet - 1
Congenital dislocation of hips; dentistry ... - 1
Congenital syphilis ....... 2 3
Contracted toe; result of burn ...... 1
Cystitis .......... 1
Deviated septum........ 2 1
Eczema ........ 1 4
Eczema; dentistry 2
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Boys Girls

Endocarditis; dentistry ....... 1

Enteritis ......... 1 -

Enuresis .......... 1

Epispadias......... 1 -

Exuberant granulations ...... 2 -

Fracture of left arm at elbow ..... 1 -

Fracture of right tibia ...... 1 .

-

Furunculosis ........ 1 -
Impacted cuspid......... 1

Impetigo 13 16
Impetigo; dentistry ........ 1

Impetigo
;
phimosis ; adenoids ..... 1 -

Impetigo
; pediculosis ....... 1 -

Influenza .......... 2
Inguinal hernia ........ 4 -
Malnutrition ......... 1

Medical observation ....... 2 -

Nasal polyp; sinusitis........ 1

Neurasthenia ........ 1 -
Observation for appendicitis....... 1

Observation for enteritis, acute ...... 1

Observation for fracture of skull .... 1 -

Observation for nephritis and endocarditis ... 1 -

Observation for nephritis ...... 1 -
Observation for torticollis ...... 1

Observation for varicose veins ..... 1 -

Otitis media, chronic ....... 2 1

Otitis media, pediculosis ...... 1 -
Postural defects ........ 1

Prolapse of rectum ........ 1

Psoriasis ......... 1

Pyelitis, acute ......... 1

Rickets 2 1

Rickets; kyphosis ....... 1 -

Scabies 16 24
Scabies

;
dentistry ....... 1 2

Scabies and impetigo ....... 1 -

Seborrhea; otitis media, chronic ...... 1

Scoliosis; dislocation of left elbow; burn on lip . . - 1

Spastic paralysis........ 2 1

Surgical observation ....... 1 1

Tinea circinata ........ 3 1

Tonsillar remains ........ 1

Tonsils, enlarged ........ 1

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged .74 89
Tonsillitis, acute ........ 1

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged; arthritis, multiple; cer-

vical adenitis ..... 1

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged; arthritis, multiple; endo-
carditis ....... 1 -

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged; cervical adenitis .1 1

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged; circumcision ... 2 -

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged ; circumcision ;
dentistry 1 -

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged
;
congenital syphilis . . - 1

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged; dentistry ... 7 6

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged; eczema, chronic .1 -

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged ; favus ; circumcision 1

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged; impetigo ... 1 -

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged; inguinal hernia .1
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Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged; observation for appendi
citis and ovaritis ......

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged; observation for physical
condition .....

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged ; otitis media, chronic ; den
tistry ........

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged; otitis media, chronic; im
petigo ...

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged ; rickets

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged ; rickets
;
dentistry

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged; scabies
Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged ; scabies ;

dentistry
Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged ; vaccination
Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged ; Wassermann test

Tonsils and adenoids, enlarged; vaginitis; dentistry
Tuberculous disease of spine
Tuberculous disease of knee
Uterine hemorrhage ....
Vaginitis .......

Boys
7

Girls

1

1

1

1

12

188 215

School Department

Amputation of leg ....... 1 2
Arthritis, chronic infectious ...... 1

Arthritis, multiple ........ 2
Congenital malformation of hands and feet ... - 1

Congenital deformities of feet, hips and fingers . . - 1

Club feet - 1

Flat feet ........ 1

Fracture of femur ....... 1 -

Hydrocephalus ........ 1 -
Infantile paralysis ....... 15 4
Neurosis ......... 1

Old epiphysitis of hip....... 1 -

Osteomyelitis ....... 8 2
Paralysis, result of injury to cerebellar tracts .1 -
Paralysis, result of injury at birth . - 1

Progressive muscular dystrophy .... 1 -
Rickets 1 1

Scoliosis ........ 1 -

Spastic paralysis........ 1 3
Spina bifida; right club foot; trophic ulcer anterior arch

of right foot ........ 1

Tuberculous disease of hip ...... 4 1

Tuberculous disease of knee ...... 1 -
Tuberculous disease of knee and v^^rist .... - 1

Tuberculous disease of spine...... 4 5

42 28

THE HOSPITAL
service has been maintained with a short medical staff throughout
the greater portion of the year, yet there has been no perceptible lov^^ering

of standards either in the character of the service performed or in the
results accomplished. This happy condition is unquestionably due to the
hearty co-operation between physicians and nurses, familiar by long
experience with every detail of the work, who have cheerfully rendered
much voluntary service.



8 P. D. 82

Two hundred and twenty-three surgical operations have been performed
as follows: Removal of tonsils and adenoids, 187; lengthening of tendo
achillis and hamstrings, 1 ;

lengthening of hamstring tendons, 1 ; seques-

trectomy, 1 ; correction of club foot, 2 ;
circumcision, 10 ; removal of nasal

polyp, 1 ; herniotomy, 7 ;
osteotomy for bow legs, 2 ;

appendectomy, 7

;

lengthening of tendo achillis with correction of marked flexion, 1; devi-

ated septum, 2; correction of congenital torticollis, 1.

Contagious diseases have been recorded as follows: Measles, 1 case;

mumps, 1 case; scarlet-fever, 2 cases; chicken-pox, 14 cases; and whoop-
ing-cough, 12 cases.

During the year there have been but five deaths, the causes being:
Brain tumor (glioma of the pons), one case; bronchopneumonia and poli-

omyelitis, one case ; valvular disease of the heart with extensive paralysis

of arms, legs, and chest, from infantile paralysis, one case; tuberculous
disease of hip and spine and amyloid degeneration of liver and kidneys,

one case; brain abscess, result of chronic otitis media, one case.

The dentist who formerly made six visits every week has had such a
rapidly increasing private practice that he has been able to make but 129
visits during the year and now feels compelled to give up our work alto-

gether as soon as a promising full time successor can be found. His report

for the year shows 512 amalgam fillings ; 44 cement fillings ; 30 synthetic

fillings; 38 gutta percha fillings; 114 extractions; 183 prophylactic treat-

ments; 7 root canal treatments; 1 crown; 1 bridge.

THE SCHOOL
has been developed and improved in many respects ; the children as a class

aro not only found to be more promising but they have been more care-

fully graded and the several groups better co-ordinated than ever before.

Educational courses must of necessity continue to be made to suit the
physical condition. Children temporarily crippled who may not be able
to attend public school for several years may retain, after recovery from
this crippling affection, a physical strength enabling them to get about
actively although deformed to a degree. Those who always remain crip-

pled through some form of permanent paralysis or irremediable defects
present another problem. This classification does not, however, necessi-

tate any change in the primary and grammar education which is funda-
mental. Training in the manual arts is also given to an elementary de-
gree as it has been found inadvisable to begin to specialize before the
age of fifteen at the earliest, in the education either of the permanently
or temporarily affected cripples. Crippled children, like other children,
vary in their degrees of intelligence and it is, of course, a waste and an
injury to attempt to give a dull crippled child the education that is suit-

able for a child of higher intelligence.

Education of a crippled child is not charity any more than is the edu-
cation of a normal child, if training a cripple to help himself leads to

citizenship and away from a life of dependency.
Relief from the crowded and poorly equipped class rooms has become

a very urgent need. We have long since passed the test of actual experi-
ence for which the present class rooms were originally provided and I

must earnestly recommend your request for an appropriation for a school-

house at an estimated cost of not more than $85,000.

REPORT ON TEACHING AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

To the SuperinteTident of the Massachusetts Hospital School:

As our average admission age decreases, the lower classes tend to fill

to disproportionate size. It is highly desirable that this should be so
because after the onset of disease upon a child has taken place, the earlier

he comes under treatment the better. Orthopedic attention combined with
educational work enough to prevent loss of the best years for instruction.
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will in recoverable or improvable cases, return the majority of such chil-

dren to the community before the expiration of the common school period.

It is therefore of the utmost importance that our teaching force be suffi-

ciently large to keep the intermediate children working on time schedules
that we have by experiment found to be the minimum required. This
year we have been forced to put grades four, five, and the lower division

of the first, on two-thirds time. The number in our graduating classes

does not vary widely from year to year. There are always children per-

manently crippled mainly by infantile paralysis, who find it advantageous
to remain with us through the growing years getting their common school

studies with us, and going on to higher education after that period. It

becomes increasingly evident that probably our greatest service will be
to keep children under treatment abreast of their brothers and sisters in

other schools, rather than to emphasize developing a vocational trade
school for young adults. Both duties are here for us to perform, but the
former seems to be growing in relative importance.

In the kindergarten, we are continuing the plan of detailing one or two
of the older girls to assist the teacher daily. The arrangement proved
successful last year, and this year several of the girls have shown much
interest in their young charges. Eleven have been found valuable. The
organization of the kindergarten group for individual observation of the
children, with much time given to free play, continues to prove worth
while in accustoming our little children to happy social relations.

In the eighth grade, an extension of class organization and class com-
mittees has led to an interesting scheme of student participation. This
is now operating successfully in its second year. Under plans worked out
by the Head Teacher, various members of the class volunteer in weekly
shifts to be responsible for much of the routine class work, to conduct
some recitations, and even to help in the reading and marking of papers.
A working loose-leaf plan book is kept, careful conferences between the
teacher and various volunteers are held at frequent intervals, and the
teacher can turn attention from disciplinary details to stimulating obser-
vation and assistance. That it requires much time from the teacher as
supervisor and director is true, but the decided gain to the class in earnest-
ness, dignity, and sense of responsibility, is worth all it costs. It is

healthful for boys and girls in the early adolescence to be awakened in

some such way to an appreciation of the duties of maturity, and guided
to make a beginning in self-government.
Of the 1926 graduates, nine have left the school to continue their

studies elsewhere. One of these, a boy who became, while here, much
Interested in poultry, is taking an agricultural course in the high school
of a Boston suburb. A graduate from the industrial course is working as
a teamster. Several who are still at the school find various employment.
One has received his license as a chauffeur, and helps about the garage.
Another is at work in the printing shop with the promise of work in that
line at home, and another is relief operator at the telephone switchboard.

Field work now carried on among those who have been at the school,
keeps our work in touch with economic conditions in the state. One of
our most intelligent graduates remarked lately that the problem of edu-
cating the crippled child for self-support is not so mdch a question of
training him as of educating the public to give him a chance to demon-
strate the value of his services. This we are constantly trying to do. Our
diploma is now recognized without argument as admitting to the public
high schools of the state. Every conspicuous success of one of our grad-
uates makes the community so much more ready to do its part in adjust-
ment, the giving of suitable economic opportunity.
Changing conditions in industry call for corresponding change in our

training or advice here. We should endeavor as far as possible to fore-
cast such situations and turn our energies into the most profitable direc-
tion.

Without stating it as a matter of definite statistical information, it
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would appear that the boys heavily handicapped by infantile paralysis,

have as a rule done better in industry than our girls in such condition.
,

Whether this is due to superior physical vigor, or to social conventions
still governing v^oman's work, is matter for further consideration. It at

any rate indicates the necessity of training this class of pupil to over- i

come the physical handicap by the utmost use of his mental powers. -

Respectfully submitted, t

RUTH PARK, Supervisor of Teaching and Community Service,
j

There is general interest in the progress of the pupils
DISCHARGED

from the school, not only on the part of families who had lost hope for
|

the future of some crippled child, but public opinion generally, has under-
|

gone a change of attitude toward the cripple, since the school was estab-
:

lished and especially since the world war. This awakened interest has
undoubtedly been brought about by the influence of our alumni and others i

trained at the school, as well as by the disabled soldiers.
|

This is well illustrated by the permanency with which our pupils are
holding useful places in the community, by the consideration shown our
graduates who seek entrance to higher institutions of learning and espe-
cially by the Rotary Anns of Quincy who became so much interested in

one of our boys that they have arranged to finance him through college.

It is not to be understood that all who leave the school are qualified for
success. There are bound to be disappointments as there are from any
school. Some children are taken against advice by dissatisfied or un-
appreciative parents who may anticipate better opportunities elsewhere
or object to being the recipients of public aid when they cannot afford to

pay for the support of a child away from home. Some pupils are found
to be mentally unpromising or destined to progressive physical decline
and are discharged and others are not returned from visits for various
reasons, such as reluctance of parents to be separated from their children,

or a child's preference for home, and occasionally they are taken to care
for the baby so that mother may earn money in the mill. Fortunately
these cases are comparatively uncommon and the advantages the insti-

tution has to offer are very generally appreciated. Certainly there appears
to be no justification for commitment by the court as is advocated in

some states. An institution for the education of crippled children should
have the confidence of the community so that admissions may be upon a
voluntary basis and court procedure unnecessary. .

The following is found in the record of those who were discharged
from the school during the year: Thirty-three, or 47 per cent, are con-
tinuing their education. Included in this number are 17 graduates, 16
of whom have entered high schools and one boy who had special prepara-
tion went directly to college. Sixteen were able to leave before gradu-
ation and are now attending public schools; 8 failed to return from visit;

5 were found to be mentally unpromising; 4 were taken against advice;
3 were capable of self-support and not promising for higher education;
3 have left the State; 2 have been assisting at home and are soon to re-

turn; 1 was not in need of special care and training as a cripple; 1 left

to seek treatment elsewhere and not obtaining relief is now applying for
readmission; 1 was discharged to undergo operation, which we felt to
be unjustifiable; one was to undergo surgical operation nearer home; 1

child was homesick and 5 children died.

It would be difficult to itemize the number of
REPAIRS

of one kind and another, which occupy the time of carpenters, painters
and mechanics, in routine work, but special mention may be made of some
of the more important items. The boys' cottage, nurses' home, industrial
building, east dormitory and water tower were each given two coats of
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lead and oil paint. Two of the horizontal tubular steam boilers were
retubed, the appropriation for repairs being insufficient for the retubing
of the third boiler. The north side of the east dormitory roof was re-

shingled and minor repairs were made to the tar and gravel roofs of

other buildings. A new ceiling was laid in one corridor of the adminis-
tration building and the cement curb at the front entrance was extended
to increase the automobile parking space.

Emergency repairs to one electric generator and for lightning damage
to the deep well pump so reduced the sum available for ordinary repairs

that some important work has been delayed in consequence. The resigna-
tion of the head carpenter after ten years of most valuable service was
also a temporary handicap.

THE FARM
is a necessary adjunct to the institution, not only for the freshness of the
milk, eggs and vegetables it supplies, but also for the labor of men and
teams for other institution work. Neither the products of the farm nor
the labor of men and teams can be purchased at the prices upon which
profit and loss are computed. The total estimate in this department,
however, shows a profit for the year of $4,826.18. More land should be
cleared each year for pasturage and improvement of the property, but
pretentious farming doubtless should never be undertaken in competition
with other institutions having the advantages of patient labor and more
productive soil. One hundred and eight thousand four hundred and
thirty-nine quarts of milk were produced at an estimated cost of .087 and
the hennery shows an estimated profit of $2,002.23 with 4,447 dozen
eggs and 3,772 pounds of poultry for food. Other produce shows an esti-

mated slight loss on the following: Asparagus, 443 pounds; beans, string,

761 pounds; beans, shell, 395 pounds; beets, 4,535V2 pounds; beet greens,
135 pounds; cabbage, 5,124 pounds; carrots, 9,338 pounds; cauliflower,

557 pounds; celery, 1,389 pounds; corn, sweet, 4,861 pounds; cucumbers,
2,670 pounds; egg plant, 210 pounds; endive, 5 pounds; mangel-wurzel,
14,125 pounds; lettuce, 278 pounds; onions, 5,979 pounds; parsnips, 1,156
pounds; parsley, 1 pound; peas, green, 382y2 pounds; peppers, green,
185y2 pounds; pumpkins, 762 pounds; radish, 10^/^ pounds; rhubarb, 634
pounds; spinach, 193 pounds; squash, summer, 777^/2 pounds; squash,
winter, 707 pounds; tomatoes, 5,301 pounds; turnips, 4,680 pounds; po-
tatoes, 256 bushels; beef, 2,383 pounds; pork, 9,582 pounds; ensilage,
1431/2 tons.

THE STANDARD OF SERVICE
of both the officials and employees has been in general satisfactory both
in quality and tenure. With a quota of 116 persons, we have had an
average for the year of 104.8, with a rotation of 2.077. The greatest
instability has been in the domestic service and is an indication that less

care is exercised in the selection of such help than is thought necessary
in other employment, or, as seems more probable, the most efficient do-
mestics are able to command higher wages elsewhere. Of the 108 per-
sons now enrolled, 13.89 have been in the service 10 years or more; 13,

5 years or more; 9, 3 years or more; 6, 2 years or more; 20, 1 year or
more, making a total of 63, or 58.33, who have been in the service more
than 1 year and 45, or 41.67, who have been employed 1 year or less.

Dr. Esther Tuttle resigned as assistant physician in January to accept
an appointment in a New York hospital and a promising successor has
not yet been found. Lillian N. Brail, R.N., completed a creditable service
as supervisory nurse in September to be married and Alexia M. Dunbar,
R.N., a graduate of the Boston Children's Hospital, was appointed as her
successor. There were no other changes in the official family during the
year.

Total expenditures for the year amounted to $169,023.52, which sum



divided by 281.27, the daily average number of patients, gives a we-^kly
per capita cost of $11.50. By deducting receipts for the year amounting
to $68,514.08 and again dividing by the daily average number of patients
the net weekly cost to the state is found to be $6.83.
The institution always has been well supported by the State, but there

still remains in the Commonwealth a

NEED FOR THE HIGHER EDUCATION
of many crippled children whose parents have not means sufficient to give
them a high school or college education and yet these children, owing to
physical disability, need to have their special senses or their brains de-
veloped to a higher degree than ordinary children do to become self-
supporting. These children in some cases also need special home care to
a varying degree and if they attend classes where other children are
taught, the question of transportation or board is to be considered. In
each of the classes to be graduated from this school, there are perhaps
two or three who deserve high school or advanced special training and
instruction. This is not, as a rule, provided here, partly because it is
thought that children much above the age of fifteen years develop better
if they associate more with adults. The institution has already received
some funds which will aid in arranging this advanced instruction. The
Department of Education is also able to co-operate in some instances
but where the cost of board or special care is needed it is not thought that
the commonwealth should be charged for the needs of a few individual
cases. The records of the alumni association give ample evidence of the
logic of aid given in this direction and it is thought that a few scholar-
ships, founded for the use of graduates of this school, will be of such
unusual and valuable service as to deserve the consideration of those
charitably disposed.

Loyalty and faithfulness in the performance of regular duty is to be
expected, but many of my associates have shown an enthusiasm as volun-
teers for special work for the good of the service. Such assistance I wish
to acknowledge in grateful appreciation.

In conclusion I desire to refer to the irreparable loss we have sustained
in the death of Dr. Edward H. Bradford and express for my colleagues
our sense of the value of his work and the lessons of his life. He was
largely instrumental in founding the institution and it was a very special
privilege as superintendent to apply the methods which he introduced
and to be directed by the influence which he exercised as our councellor
and friend. During all the period of my acquaintance with Dr. Bradford,
I have never known an unkind suggestion to be made to his associates
or of them. His last official visit was made but a few days before his
death, when, with the full vigor of a masterful intellect and the kindly
impulses of a warm and generous heart, he demonstrated to a group of
assembled physicians, nurses and teachers, principles of treatment for the
relief of several of our most helpless children. No case was too hopeless
and none too desperate to elicit his eager sympathy and resourceful skill.
His achievement for the commonwealth and for the emancipation of crip-
pled children everywhere is a perpetual bequest.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN E FISH, Superintendent.

TERMS OF ADMISSION

Crippled and deformed children of the Commonwealth, between the
ages of five and fifteen, who are mentally competent to attend the public
schools, are eligible for admission.

. Feeble-minded and epileptic children will not be received.
Payment for the board of private patients must be made in advance,

unless sufficient surety therefor is given.
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The institution is located on Randolph Street in the town of Canton,
labout two miles from Canton and Canton Junction stations of the New
York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad.

Automobile bus connects with two trains at Canton Junction station

on Saturdays and Sundays.
Postoffice address: Canton, Mass.
Applications for admission should be made to the superintendent.

Nativity and Parentage of Children Admitted
J. CttlCilt TVTnfhpi*

Massachusetts .... 387 90 134
Other New ii^nglana btates . 51 A(\

Other States .... 9 25 27
Total native 447 lb I ZUl

Other countries:
Armenia ..... — 1 1

Austria ..... b £>D
Azores ..... — 1

1
1

Bermuda .... — 1

British West Indies — A4
Cape Verde Islands . 2 1

1

Canada .... 5 19
England ..... 9 2
r inland ..... 4 5
Germany ..... 1
Greece ..... 2 1

Holland ..... — — 1
TTHungary ..... — 2
Ireland ..... oo OK

Italy 3 39 34
Lithuania .... - 6 5
Newfoundland .... o2 1

Norway ..... 1

Poland ..... 1 16 21
Portugal ..... 1 7 11
Porto Rico .... 1

Russia ..... 2 15 19
Scotland ..... 5 2
Sweden ..... 3 2
Syria ..... 6 5
Turkey ..... 1 1

Total foreign 12 159 176
Unknown ..... 14 157 96

473 473 473

TREASURER'S REPORT

To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School:

I respectfully submit the following report of the finances of this insti-

tution for the fiscal year ending November 30, 1926:

—

Receipts

Income
Board of inmates .....
Personal services

:

Reimbursement from Board of Retirement
Sales
Interest on bank balances
Interest on board accounts
Wages uncalled for .

Refunds, account of previous years

$67,672.57

55.10
570.28
161.83
54.40
14.80
19.23
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Refunds, account of current year 814.77

Receipts from Treasury of Commonwealth
Advance Fund .....
Maintenance appropriation

P. D. 85

$69,362.9!

$10,500.01
91,425.8t

Total . $171,288.8<

Payments

To Treasury of the Commonwealth
Maintenance appropriation
Advance Fund ....
Wages uncalled for
Refunds, account of previous years
Refunds, account of current year

Total

$68,514.1^
91,425.86
10,500.0C

14.80
19.23

814.77 1

$171,288.84

Maintenance

Appropriation current year
Expenses as analyzed below

Balance reverting to Treasury of Commonwealth

$178,551.24
169,023.52

$9,527.72

Total Receipts and Payments are in agreement with Comptroller's books of accounts.

JAMES C. Mccormick, comptroller.

Analysis of Expenses

Personal Services .....
Food
Medical and General Care
Farm .......
Heat, Light and Power ....
Garage, Stable and Grounds
Travel, Transportation and Office Expenses
Religious Instruction ....
Clothing and Materials ....
Furnishings and Household Supplies .

Repairs—Ordinary .....
Repairs and Renewals ....

$90,023.14
24,503.81
6,948.75

12,236.93
13,566.15
1,894.76
2,769.95
1,550.00
3,329.97
5,465.53
4,545.84
2,188.69

Total expenses for maintenance ....
Special Appropriations

Balance November 30, 1925
Expended during year (see statement below) .

Reverting to State Treasury ......

$169,023.52

Balance November 1926, carried to next year

Purchase of Land
Furnishing Nurses' Home
Fire Pump
Brass Piping

Reverting to State Treasury

Chapter
225-1920
126-1924
126-1924
126-1924

Appropriation
$15,000.00

1,000.00
3,650.00
2,300.00

$2,073.53
2,369.02

Expenditures
$14,568.72

988.06
3,592.92

$21,950.00 $19,149.70

$4,873.83

4,442.55

$431.28

Balance
$431.28

11.94
57.08

2.300.00

$2,800.30
2.369.02

$431.28

Per Capita

During the year the average number of inmates has been 281.27
Total cost for maintenance $169,023.52
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $11.50
Receipts from sales $570.28
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $.0389
All other institution receipts $67,943.90
Equal to a weekly per capita of $4.63
Net weekly per capita $6.83

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN E. FISH, Treasurer.
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VALUATION
November 30, 1926

Real Estate

Buildings $547,834.59
Land 34,632.32

Personal Property

Travel, transportation and office expenses $14.77
Food 5,557.51
Clothing and material 6,001.61
Furnishings and household supplies 47,872.56
Medical and general care .... 10,553.97
Heat, light and power 2,591.83
Farm 16,907.33
Garage, stable and grounds ... 7,728.49
Repairs, ordinary...... 5,687.83

15

$582,466.91

Total
$102,915.90
$685,382.81
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES

To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council:

The constantly increasing interest of the public in promoting: the welfare of

crippled children is shown by the fact that in many states and cities through-
out the country—hospitals and schools, both public and private, have been
established along lines suggested by Massachusetts, which was a pioneer in a

sadly neglected field.

Each year the Massachusetts Hospital School is visited and its officials are

consulted by representatives of boards of commissions seeking information
towards a solutioL of the problem in communities where crippled children are
still facing lives of dependency through 5ack of opportunity. The trustees have
taken justifiable pride in the admiration shoM^n for the results obtained in

Massachusetts. The accomplishments of the alumni, their expressions of appre-
ciation and their loyalty to the school offer eloquent testimonial to the sincerity

of our conviction that the high standards set by our former colleague, the late

Dr. Edward H. Bradford, ar-^ being maintained.
The number of pupils admitted to the school varies but little from year to

year, and with the possible exception of tuberculous bone disease, the disabili-

ties for which children have been referred since the school was founded are
traceable essentially to the same causes. In view of the abnormal prevalence
of infantile paralysis in the Commonwealth during the past year, it is worthy
of note to state that the disease left its appalling stamp upon three hundred
and forty-nine or twenty-six per cent of all the crippled children ever admitted
to the scliool. After the most pressing demands of the physical condition have
been met, victims of this disease who are found to be permanently paralyzed
hhould be given most earnest consideration. No form of surgical care or other
treatment, however desirable or necessary it may be, can be regarded as com-
plete which neglects the social, moral and mental growth of such children. The
average hospital, excellent in other respects and with the most improved ortho-
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pedic surgical facilities, cannot successfully meet the demands of the perma-
nently crippled child. Neither can the problem be successfully met in the home.
Appropriate hospital care and a regular educational system, so modified as to

meet individual requirements, should be available and this the State Hospital
School aims to provide. Experience has taught that no matter what physical

improvement may come from the hospital accommodations which are reasonably
adequate in the Commonwealth, it is certain that there will be demand for the

educational training and convalescent care of a large number of weak and
defenceless children, who by proper attention and oversight can be made helpful

and useful members of society.

The outstanding event of the past year is the building of a schoolhouse for
the expansion of the educational program which gradually has been developed
and worked out. With an available appropriation of $65;000 from the General
Court of 1927, plans and specifications for the new building were promptly pre-

pared, publicly advertised bids were considered and on June 30, 1927, the con-
tract was awarded to the lowest of thirteen bidders. Building operations were
carried on expeditiously during the most favorable season for such work and at

the close of the fiscal year the contract was practically completed well within the

sum appropriated. It is with especial pleasure that the trustees are again able

to report the absence of any item of deficit in the balance sheet. Furniture for

the schoolhouse is being manufactured in the shops of another State institution,

the Concord Reformatory, and the building and equipment thus provided will

be of inestimable value and inspiration.

The need for increased engine and generator capacity referred to in the 1924
report has been met this year by the placement of an order for a 50 KW steam
turbine generator, which will be installed in the early part of next year.

A review of the institution pay-roll with reference to the standard of salaries

and wages which has recently been adopted for State officials and employees
shows very favorable comparison with the new scale which in general appears
to be a very fair and comprehensive solution of a difficult and much discussed

question. Less than half of all persons employed were affected by the change
which was introduced as of June first, although the length of service in terms
of years was 4.14. It is of interest to note that as the pay-roll stands at the

close of the year, 56 individuals are receiving the minimum wage; 20 are at the

first stage above the minimum; 12 have reached the second stage; 1, of an inter-

mediate grade, is one stage below the maximum and 13 of a similar grade having
already reached the maximum were numbered with the 56 who were not affected

by the new schedule. None is above the maximum and six are below the mini-
mum.
A small piece of the land taken by eminent domain under Chapter 225 of

the Acts of 1920, approximately one-half acre with an estimated valuation of

seventy-five dollars, has not been purchased because the Department of the

Attorney General has never been able to obtain a satisfactory title. A sum of

$431.28, representing the unexpended balance of the original grant of $15,000
is still carried on the School ledger under Special Appropriations. Each year

since 1922, the trustees have requested that the balance of this appropriation
be held available for another year in the anticipation that legal settlement might
be possible at any time. The same request has been renewed again this year.

Approximately 93 acres of land are still uncleared for cultivation. Compris-
ing as it does no wood of special value, but mainly an area of scrub oak and
birch stumpage, it should be cleared and developed for needed pasturage and
possible future buildings. While no special appropriation has been recom-
mended for this purpose, an item of $1,000 has been included in the maintenance
estimates for next year with which clearing operations may be begun. In the

absence of any labor of pupils for such work, the possibility has been considered
of obtaining inmate labor from institutions more prosperous in this respect.

With the passing of the electric and the advent of the motor car, the school

in common with other institutions is confronted with the problem caused by the
rapid increase in the number of automobiles. The time has come when parking
space for visitors' and shelter for employees' cars should be provided. The situa-
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tioii will become temporarily less acute by the erection of a simple garage for
which an item of $900 has been included in the maintenance budget.
The spirit of good will and mutual helpfulness which has been seen through-

out the entire organization amonp: officials, employees and children alike has pro-
duced results which call for the admiration of ail who come within its circle of
injiuence.

Attention is hereby especially called to the report of the superintendent and
treasurer which is hereunto annexed and made a part of this report.

Respectfully submitted,

Z^J{^r^^
BAYLIES ANDREW MARSHALL

\J
ILLIAM FITZGERALD GEORGE H. ELLIS

ROBERT SOUTTER, M.D.

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School:

I respectfully present herewith my twentieth annual report of the operations
ot the Massachusetts Hospital School for the vear ending November 30, 1927

Seven hundred and forty children have been under treatment during the year.
Ihe daily average number of crippled and deformed children enrolled for care
and education was 204.60 and the daily average number of sick minor wards
was b7 Ihere w^ere m the institution on December 1. 1926, 224 school and 81
hospital cases, or a total of 305 children,

-A^^^\^!''^^^^^^.
thirty-five children were admitted, 381 to the hospital and

04 to the school. There were remaining at the end of the year 216 crippled
and detormed children and 62 sick minor wards.

The greatest number in both departments at any one time during the year
was 309 on March 17, 1927, and the smallest 191 on December 25, 1926.
When the hospital facilities of the school were enlarged to accommodate cer-

tain btate minor wards under the provisions of Chapter 121 of the General
Laws, it was a debatable question whether the original purpose of the school
might not become subordinated to the hospital care for children not classifiable
in the school department.
The law has been in operation more tlian five years and it is found that more

than s^eventy-five per cent of the daily average number of children comprise
those tor whose special care and education the Hospital School was established.

Admissions

for the year indicate a slight decrease in the number of children suffering from
surgical tuberculosis. While this may be taken as an index of the happy day
when one cause of the crippling deformities of childhood mav be removed by
means of prevention, public attention has been called during ^he past year to
an extensive epidemic of the disease populariy known as infantile paralysis.
Lach year since the establishment of the school a number of children seriously
afflicted with the effects of this disease have })een admitted for education and
training as permanent cripples.

The average age of all children admitted during the year was 10 years, the
youngest being 1 year and 7 months, and the oldest 20 years and 10 months.

Exclusive of fifteen whose birthplaces were unknown, 370, or 85 per cent, of
the 435 children admitted were born in Massachusetts; 41, or 9 per cent, were
born in other parts of the United States, and 9, or 2 per cent, came from foreign
countries. The nativity of 113 fathers and 71 mothers was unknown. Out of
the remainder, 93, or 21 per cent, of the fathers and 141, or 32 r»er cent, of the
mothers were born in Massachusetts; 71 fathers and 49 mothers were born in
other parts of the United States, and 158, or 36 per cent, of the fathers, and
1 74, or 40 per cent, of the mothers were foreign born.
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Diagnosis on Admission

School Department

Amputation of arm
Amputation of leg .

Arthritis, multiple

Congenital dislocation of hip .

Club feet

Flat feet

Fracture of femur
Infantile paralysis

Obstetrical paralysis .

Osteomyelitis ....
Partial paralysis of lower extremities

Paralysis, result of injury to spine

Progressive muscular dystrophy
Rickets and malnutrition

Scoliosis .....
Scoliosis and lung abscess

Spastic paralysis

Tuberculous disease of hip .

Tuberculous disease of spine

Undiagnosticated

Hospital Department

Abdominal adhesions .....
Abscess on arm; dental caries

Acidosis .......
Adenitis, cervical .....
Adenitis, general .....
Adenitis, suppurating .....
Adenoids, enlarged .....
Appendicitis, acute .....
Appendicitis, subacute ....
Appendicitis, chronic .....
Appendicitis, acute; salpingitis

Arthritis, acute ......
Arthritis, chronic ; endocarditis ; anemia
Chronic constipation .....
Chronic rhinitis; nasal obstruction

Circumcision ......
Congenital deformities of feet and hands
Congenital dislocation of hip

Congenital round shoulders ....
Congenital syphilis .....
Cyst of neck ......
Cyst of left ear ......
Dental caries ......
Deviated septum .....
Eczema .......
Eczema; furuncle; dental caries .

Empyema .......
Endocarditis, chronic .....
Endocarditis, acute .....
Flat feet; dental caries ....
Gall stones .......
Gastritis .......
Gonorrhea .......
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Boys Girls

gonorrhea ; congenital syphilis ...... — 1

Gonorrhea ; dental caries ....... — 3

Headache and vertigo ........ 1

Hemorrhoids ......... 1 —
Hernia of appendectomy scar ...... 1 —
Hip-joint disease ........ — 1

Hypospadias ......... 1 —
Impetigo .......... 4 5
Impetigo; dental caries ....... 2 —
Infected heel and forefinger ....... — 1

Infected toe ......... — 1

Inguinal hernia ......... 1 1

Inguinal hernia ; varicocele ....... 1 —
Knee injury ...... I . . — 1

Laryngitis .......... — 1

Metrorrhagia ......... — 1

Osteomyelitis ......... 1 —
Otitis media, chronic; abscess of jaw ..... 1 —
Psoriasis; conjunctivitis ....... 1 —
Rickets .......... 1 .1
Scabies 34 13
Scabies ; circumcision ........ 2 —
Scabies; dental caries ....... — 2

Scabies and impetigo ........ — 1

Talipes valgus ......... — 3

Tinea circinata ......... 2 3

Tinea circinata; otitis media, chronic ..... — 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased ...... 73 95
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; cervical adenitis ... 1 —
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; cervical adenitis; dental caries — 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; circumcision .... 5 —
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; chorea ..... — 1

Tonsiis and adenoids, diseased; congenital syphilis . . 1 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; dental caries ... 11 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; eczema .... — 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; endocarditis .... — 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; deviated septum . . . — 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased] frontal sinusitis ... — 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; impetigo; dental caries . . 2 —
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; impetigo .... 5 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; obstruction of lacrimal duet . 1 —
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; otitis media, chronic . . 1 —
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; pityriasis rosea ... — 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; scabies .... 2 3

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; scabies; abscess of scrotum . 1 —
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; spastic paralysis ... 2 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; spinal curvature ... 1 —
Undescended testicle ........ 1 —
Undiagnosticated ........ — 3

I'rticaria .......... — 1

Vulvitis .......... — 1

188 193

Home Visits

As a general rule it has been thought desirable to grant the requests of parents
to take their children home for brief vacations, the holidays and anniversaries,

in th(! belief that long enforced separation not only would weaken home ties,

but also tliat many community interests in the school would be lost to the ulti-
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mate disadvantage of our graduates, whose future so largely depends upon
their social and economic adjustment in districts where they naturally belong.

Five hundred and eighty-two individual home visits have been made during the

year, representng 5,782 days' absence.

In considering the advantages of carefully arranged home visits, it should

be borne in mind that the ledger account shows a lower daily average in con-

sequence with a higher per capita cost.

Four hundred and sixty-two children were

Discharged

during the year, of whom 400 were hospital cases, as follows: 327 recovered;

67 improved; 1 not improved; and 5 who died of the following diseases: Tuber-
culous meningitis and multiple tuberculous joint disease, 1 case; chronic endo-
carditis, 2 cases; chronic endocarditis and chronic arthritis, 1 case; chronic

valvular heart disease, 1 case.

The remainder, or 62 children discharged from the school department came
within the following classification: 18 had completed the prescribed course of

study and left to enter public high schools, or to seek employment without fur-

ther preparation; 15 had recovered or improved and were no longer in need
of further care and education as cripples; 11 were taken home on visit and
failed to return for various reasons ; 12 were found to be physically or mentally

unpromising and 6 children died, tlie cause of death being bronchopneumonia,
chicken-pox, scarlet-fever and tuberculous disease of hip, 1 case; chronic mul-
tiple osteomyelitis with multiple sinuses and septicemia with acute otitis media,

1 case; amyloid degeneration of liver and kidneys and tuberculous disease of

hip with multiple abscesses, 1 case; multiple chronic osteomyelitis and amyloid
degeneration of liver and kidneys, 1 case; catarrhal enteritis and fracture of

several vertebrae with paralysis of legs as result of an automobile accident, 1

case; infectious enteritis and partial paralysis of lower extremities resulting

from street car injury of spinal cord, 1 case.

The School

in answer to an ever increasing need has taken another step in progress by the

erection of a new school building made possible by special legislation. Chapter
138, Acts of 1927.

A school site with a southwest exposure for the class rooms was desired, so

the knoll to the north of the dormitory group and near the main office was
selected. It placed the school with just enough isolation from the dormitories

for quiet and near enough to the office for economic administration.

The valley between the school knoll and west dormitory knoll had to be
spanned with a three-arched bridge and surmounted with a pergola in con-

tinuation with the other pergolas of the original buildings. This with the

garden which is being developed alongside is sure to add to the attractiveness

of the front entrance to the administration building and incidentally makes a
beauty spot through which the children pass daily to and from school exercises.

The bridge pergola terminates midway upon a cement terrace serving the

class rooms, and an entrance corridor. There are six class rooms facing on this

terrace to the southwest and on the opposite side overlooking Blue Hills and
the Hospital School main entrance are a teachers' room and long corridor. It

is expected the children will use the south terrace mainly for coming and going
and probably also for school sessions, for the class rooms are planned with great

sliding doors opening to the terrace, making the "out of doors" continue into

the building. All the class rooms are planned with the monitor roof and sloping

ceilings for upward ventilation. Otherwise the rooms take the form of standard
school architecture as applied to one story buildings.

Externally the building con'esponds with the Georgian architecture of the

administration building of brick and stone, and internally the walls are of light

buff glazed brick to the tops of the doors, with rough plaster above, finishing

with the roof. The woodwork is of oak.
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Our grade classes continue to hold full numbers. During the past yea^*. we
have substituted for the registers previously in use the standard Masst^ch seti

register as prescribed for the public school of the state. Our use of is

optional, and with a few modifications to adapt it to our particular schcv^

proves workable, and collects data in a convenient form for reference. .u,

this register it appeal's that 259 different children were, for varying po.

enrolled during the year. This was not our average membership, as not all >f

them attended at any one time. The following table shows their distributior

together with a summary of other facts:

Grades: Sub-pri.-l 2-3 4-5-6. 7-8

Total enrolled 70 54 70 65
Average daily attendance 54-4- 47-|- 65— 48

—

Per cent of attendance 91-}- 90 97 95—,

It will be noted that our per cent of attendance is high, comparing favorably

with public schools in this resjiect. Though our boys and girls are all more or

less below par physically, they can, under a schedule arranged to suit their

needs, keep up good attendance and remain within measurable distance, educa-
tionally speaking, of the children in the communities from which they come.

Our holiday observances are connected in various ways with the school depart-

ment, and furnish material for many interesting projects. School assemblies

link notable names of history with present song and story. Preparing pro-

grams, handling audiences, arranging the hall and decorations, are left as mu'
as possible in charge of student committees. The feeling of willing co-operation

thus engendered extends far beyond the immediate occasion. The custom of

presenting at Christmas a pageant of the story of the Nativity has been carried

out for several years with good effect, and the other holidays have been appro-
priately celebrated.

Pupil-participation in class room management and routine, which was begun
two years ago as an eighth grade experiment, has there proved so successful

that the members of the seventh grade have been stirred in their ambition to

undertake similar responsibilities, with remarkably good results. The scholars

of the fifth and sixth grades have also begun to assume a share of control of

school activities, to the satisfaction of all concerned. The field of recreational

or extra-cuiTicular work is the place w^here pupils may do a great deal, con-

sciously -or unconsciously, to develop strength of character and good habits in

dealing with the various situations of life. Clubs are this year increased in

number. To the Camp Fire, our longest-established group, and the boys'

dramatic club, organized two years ago, there have been added four handicraft

clubs, covering different interest of both boys and girls. The eighth grade has

lately been experimenting in debate, and has already held one contest between
teams organized within the class.

The annual exhibition of school work took place during the third week of

June, with its usual success. The school band, the teacher and leader of which
is a Massachusetts Hospital School graduate of 1922, gave a concert on one
afiernoon, and on different days other musical features were presented. A eon-

-picuous example of ability to take responsibility appeared on the last day of

the exhibit, when some of the senior music students, in the enforced . absence of

their teacher, carried through entirely by themselves their recital as it had been
arranged.

That the Class of 1927 had worked well together appeared in their unique

graduation program. The school diploma was conferred on 18 members, and
there were four annual prizes awarded to two boys and two girls. The class

motto, "Sincerity, Loyalty, and Service," gave headings to the three parts of

the program, under each one of which were presented appropriate original

essays or poems by noted authors. The manner and the practical application

of principles made by the young speakers demonstrated in them the three points

of their chosen motto. So long as graduates imbued with those ideals carry

t/iem out in their life work, all its friends may continue to rejoice in the pros-

perity of the Hospital School.
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Repairs and Improvements

T\, ') full-time carpenters and two painters have been employed for routine

. pa with the assistance of some non-resident labor for the special work of

l ing and roofing.

.k: "^wood shingles which were laid on the north side of the administration

^ twenty-two years ago liave been covered with more permanent asbestos

sL 4{-(es to match the roofing of the infirmary, laundry and schoolhouse, giving

le ."^ntire north frontage a more attractive uniformity.

Esfimates for 1928 maintenance expenses have been made to cover the cost

of :uilar ''repaii-s and renewals not occurring annually" to the south side, east

aiid west ends of the administration building.

The domestic quarters on the third floor of the main building have been com-
pletely remodelled. Flimsy partitions of sheathing forming cubicle walls but

seven feet in height have been replaced by substantial walls of lath and plaster

TLin floor to ceiling. Separate steam radiators have been installed in each

j.'Oom and fifteen women em])loyees now have pleasant and comfortable quarters.

•A new steam blow-off tank of cement walls and roof was built 100 feet east

of the boiler house and GOO feet of permanent road was constructed from the

front circle toward the garage.

Plantings of white pine and forsythia were made for a distance of about 1200
feet along the wall defining our northern boundary. Two stone piers were
erected at the Washington street entrance; several hundred feet of underground
f Jiam mains were renewed and much exterior and interior painting was done
tairing the summer.

' Provision should be made another year for the protection of employees' auto-

mobiles whicli many have come to regard as a necessity. A dozen or more
privately owned motor cars left standing on the institution grounds without

shelter or protection of any kind have the appearance of extravagance and
neglect and reflect discredit upon the institution. It is estimated that a thirteen-

car garage with foundation walls of cement to a height of four feet above
grade and a superstructure of wood can be erected at a cost of $900, which has
been included in the 1928 maintenance recommendations.

The Farm
as usual shows a profit when all items in that division are taken into account.

The potato crop was a failure with an estimated loss of $448.29; ensilage

valued at $6 per ton showed a loss of $73.63; milk credited at 10 cents per quart
was produced at an estimated cost of .1058 per quart. Such offsetting items as

$1,116.20 from poultry; $586.96 from swine; $361.97 from garden crops;

$977.53 for labor of horses and oxen give a net total on the credit side of the

ledger amounting to $3,989.65.

The following quantities were produced for the year: Milk, 171,309.1 pounds;
eggs, 5789^2 dozen; potatoes, 5335 pounds; asparagus, 891^2 pounds; wax
beans, 4 pounds; string beans, 14641/2 pounds; shell beans, 18 pounds; beets,

7013 pounds; cabbage, 3799y2 pounds; caiTots, 7827 pounds; cauliflower, 1041
pounds; celerj^, 1587 pounds; corn, 3905 pounds; cucumbers, 4495 pounds; egg
plant, 62 Dounds; kale, 275 pounds; lettuce, 632 pounds; onions, 1391 pounds;
parsW, 4 pounds; parsnips, 2602 pounds; peas, 325V2 pounds; peppers, 53
pounds; pumpkins, 3991 pounds; radish, 4 pounds; rhubarb, 1319 pounds;
spinach, 666 pounds; summer squash, 10241/2 pounds; winter squash, 1877
pounds; Swiss chard, 1151 pounds; tomatoes, 7488 pounds; turnips, 4437
pounds; ensilage, 295,950 pounds; mangel-wurzel, 12,725 pounds; green feed,

36,751 pounds; beef, 1122 pounds; pork, 8594 pounds; chicken, 6I8V2 pounds;
fowl, 2822 pounds; broilers, 665V2 pounds; ice, 280 tons.

The Hospital

has to its credit a great amount of routine work as indicated by the number of
surgical and medical cases admitted. To these should be added many others who
have been sent to the hospital by transfer from the school department as well

as sick employees who have required medical attention and special nursing care
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during the year. Whole-hearted co-operation between physicians and nurses of

long experience has accomplished far more without duplication of effort than
would have been possible for a larger staff of short term inexperienced assis-

tants. Expert advice has been available when needed and acknowledgment is

hereby made in appreciation of the services of consultants we have felt free to

call in special cases. The facilities of our X-ray equipment have been extended
to physicians in this district whenever they have sought aid in diagnosis which
cxDuld not be obtained elsewhere without physical hardship to their patients. A
fee to cover the cost of materials has been charged and income from this source

has been increased by $65.

Three hundred and seventy-three surgical operations under ether have been
performed and the following communicable diseases reported: Scarlet fever, 4
cases; measles, 5 cases; mumps, 37 cases; lobar pneumonia, 1 case; diphtheria,

2 cases, and chicken-pox, 21 cases.

In October, twenty former pupils of the school returned as volunteers to con-

tribute blood in response to the call of the State Board of Health and the

Harvard Infantile Paralysis Commission for serum to combat the disease of

anterior poliomyelitis.

The Dentist

has examined all children in the institution and given precedence to the most
urgent cases with treatment as follows: 394 silver amalgam fillings; 115 copper
amalgam fillings; 199 copper cement fillings; 96 prophylactic treatments; 110
extractions; 35 synthetic fillings; 62 zinc oxide and eugenol fillings; 3 root

canal fillings; 7 root canal treatments; 193 oil of clove and desensitizing paste

treatments.

Two changes were made in the teaching staff at the beginning of the school

year in September. Miss Laura E. Sherman, who resigned for continuation

study, was succeeded by Miss Leone Avery, a graduate of the Springfield Kin-
dergarten Training School, who will conduct the classes in needle handicraft.

Miss Anna Pasakarnis, a graduate of the Massachusetts Art School, was ap-

pointed to succeed Miss Rose F. Keefe, who resigned to teach manual training

nearer home at a more attractive salary. Miss Sherman and Miss Keefe had
been in the service a number of years and both left with the best wishes of a

multitude of friends.

In every department of the institution, officials and co-workers have labored

together in intimate relationship for a common purpose and it is gratifying to

report that the work has been found of sufficient interest to hold a relatively

large number who have become familiar by long sei-vice with the particulai

demands of sick and helpless children. The perplexities of administration have
been lightened by such favoring circumstances.

The newer field of social work has been assigned to one who as teacher has

had many years of contact with cripples and therefore has been able to render

much executive and detail assistance.

No report could be complete without appreciative recognition of the increas-

ingly widespread support which the sdiool receives each year. The Rotary
Anns of Quincy are for the second year financing one of our graduates through
college. The Norwood Elks have made their elaborate Christmas party an
annual affair. The Quincy and Weymouth Rotarians have for several years

devoted ^n entire day to the entertainment of our children at Nantasket Beach.

For the ninth consecutive year Mr. and Mrs. A. Sydeman have arranged an
afternoon entertainment at the Canton Orpheum Theatre. Fraternal organiza-

tions, women's clubs. Camp Fire Girls, Boy Scouts, church societies and scores

of individuals have contributed most generously by sending gifts at Christmas
time. Professional entertainers from Boston theatres and many popular motion
picture reels have been sent to us through the kind interest of the Boston
American. The people of Canton have been especially thoughtful and to all

we are deeply grateful.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN E. FISH, M.D., Superintendent.
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TERMS OF ADMISSION
Crippled and deformed children of the Commonwealth, between the ages of

five and fifteen years, who are mentally competent to attend the public schools

are eligible for admission for hospital care and educational training.

Certain state minor wards who are not insane, feeble-minded, epileptic or

otherwise unfit are admitted for hospital care only.

Payment for the board of private patients must be made in advance, unless

sufficient surety therefor is given.

The institution is located on Randolph Street, in the town of Canton, about
two miles from Canton and Canton Junction stations of the New York, New
Haven & Hartford Railroad.

Automobile bus connects with two trains at Canton Junction station on
Saturdays and Sundays.

Postoffice address: Canton, Massachusetts.

Applications for admission should be made to the superintendent.

NATIVITY AND PARENTAGE OF CHILDREN ADMITTED

Birthplace Patient Father Mother

Massachusetts ..... 93 141
Other New England States 39 31

Other States 1 O 32 18
Total Native .... 164 190

Other countries:

Albania ...... 4

Armenia ...... 1 • 1

Austria ...... 11 9

Azores ...... 2 6

Canada ...... 7 34 46

Cape Verde Islands .... 3 1

England ...... 7 9

Finland 2 7

Germany ..... 1

Greece ...... 12 3

Ireland ...... 8 16

Italy 25 23

Lithuania ..... 1 4
Poland 31 24
Portugal ...... 3 3

Russia ...... 12 12
Scotland ...... 1 1 1

Sweden ...... 1

Syria ...... 4 4
Total Foreign .... '. .* 9 158 174

Unknown . . . . \ . 15 113 71

435 435 435

TREASURER'S REPORT

To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School:
I respectfully submit the following report of the finances of this institution

for the fiscal year ending November 30, 1927:

—

Receipts

Income
Board of imnatea $87, 623 . 35
Personal services:

Reimbursement from Board of Retirement 59. 98
Sales 240. 98

Interest on bank deposits 168.99
Refunds, account of previous years 81 . 97

$88,175.27
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Receipts from Treasury of Commonwealth:

Advance Fund .....
Maintenance appropriation

P. D. 82

$10,500.00
97,350.69

Total

107,850.69

$196,025.96

To Treasury of Commonwealth .

Maintenance appropriation

.\dvance Fund . .

Refunds, account of previous years

Total

Payments

$83,093.30
97,350.69
10,500.00

81.97

$196,025.96

Mainten.<.nce

.Appropriation current year

Expenses as analyzed below

Balance reverting to Treasury of Commonwealth

$188,406.83
183,346.76

$5,060.07

Total receipts and Payments are in agreement with Comptroller's books of accounts.

JAMES C. Mccormick. Comptroller

Analysis of Expenses

Personal services

Food
Medical and General Care
Farm
Heat, Light and Power
Garage, Stable and Grounds
Travel, Transportation and Office Ex
Religious Instruction

Clothing and Material

Furnishings and Household Supplies

Repairs—Ordinary .

Repairs and Renewals

Total expenses for maintenance

$96,384.01
24,714.19
"7,987.08
12,524.68
19,934.22
2,188.91
2,365.98
1,540.00
3,213.34
5,569.59
4,433.62
2,491.14

$183,346.76

Special AppROPni\TioNS

Balance November 30, 1927
School house

Expended during year (see statement below)

Balance November 30, 1927 carried to next year

Chapter

Purchase of Land 225-1920
School House 138-1927

Appropriation

$15,000.00
65,000.00

$80,000.00

Expenditures

$14,568.72
41.207.74

$55,776.

$431.28
65,000.00

$65,431.28
41,207.74

$24,223.54

Balance

$431.28
23,792.26

$24,223.54

Per Capita

During the year the average number of inmates has been 271.60

Total cost for maintenance, $183,346.76.

Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $12.9458.

Receipts from sales, $240.98.

Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $0,017.

All other institution receipts, $87,852.32.

Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $6.2034.

Net weekly per capita cost, $6.7249.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN E. FISH, M.D., Treasurer.
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VALUATION
November 30, 1927

Real Estate

Buildings $589,042.33
Land 34,632.32

$623,674.65

Personal Property

Travel, transportation and office expenses . . $25.34

Food 4,686.40

Clothing and material 5,004.22

Fui-nishings and household supplies . . . 47,673.53

Medical and general care ..... 11,703.49

Heat, light and power ...... 6,486.07

Farm 17,775.33

Garage, stable and grounds ..... 7,745.92

Repairs, ordinary ....... 5,753.53

Total

$106,853.83

$730,528.48









"ublic Document "Tj^ No. 82

I

Cfje Commontocaltf) of iWafiSattjuStttst

ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE

TRUSTEES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS

HOSPITAL SCHOOL lIo^
I i

FOR THE

Year ending November 30, 1928

Department of Public Welfare

Puni icATiON OF Tins Document approved by the Commission on Admin 'stk.-,tion and Fiiva^jce

450 4-'29 Order 5013 '^.^



MASSACHUSETTS HOSPITAL SCHOOL
vT-v- A VE- h™ust5;e^,

Walter C. Baylies, Chairman, Taunton
William F. Fitzgerald. Brooklirt^ OFPTOIALe
Robert Soutter, M.D., Boston
Andrew Marshall, Boston
George H. Ellis, Newton

RESIDENT OFFICERS
JoTix E. Fish, M.D., Superintendent and Treasurer.

Ora G. Daniels, A.M., M.D., Senior Physician.

Lysander S. Kemp, M.D., Senior Physician.

Anna Mintz, D.M.D., Dentist.

Mabel J. Goddard, Principal Bookkeeper.
George H. Lombard, Steward.

^ --r'-'ra

Ruth Park, B.S. Ed., Social JVorkem^hU^i ii^

Alexia M. Dunbar, R.N., Superintendent of Nurses.
Alexsandraena Rudland, Hospital Supervisor.
Mildred L. Sukefortii, Hospital Supervisor.

Eleanor Dunbar, R.N., Hospital Supervisor.

Ruth P. Buck, Physiotherapist.

Lilian E. Knowles, A.M., Head Teacher.

Lillian S. Swimm, Head Housekeeper.

John Smith, Chief Engineer.

Walter R. Spaulding, Carpenter Foreman.
Jess Black, Farmer.

Commontoealtf) of JflasJsiacfjus^etts;

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES

To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council:

Public interest in the welfare of crippled children is becoming wtde-spread

not only in this Commonwealth, which was a pioneer in a sadly neglected field,

but in other States of the Union where both public and private agencies for

the relief of cripples are being established with commendable enthusiasm. The
crippled child in any community presents a complex social and economic prob-

lem, a solution of which should not be undertaken without most careful con-

sideration of many important factors. The problem niight appear to be suc-

cessfully met if adequate hospital facilities were provided, but while many of

the crippling deformities of childhood may be cured or relieved by expert

surgical and nursing care it should be borne in mind that a very large majority

of crippled children are permanently incapacitated in spite of all the hospitals

that modern humanitarianism can provide. Furthermore, even the cases sus-

ceptible of impiovement under hospital care are apt to acquire an indolence of

mind and lose ni'ich valuable time from school unless some educational oppor-
tunities are provided during the long period of convalescence through which
such cases muLt pass if the best results are to be obtained. While education
is an important factor for consideration in all cases, an educational program
should be adapted to the individual needs of the widely varying types of crippled

children and the training of each type should differ in method, if not in purpose,
from that of normal children. A child suffering from some tuberculosis
in'-'asivon of the joints or bones, who under appropriate treatment may be
expected to recover or so far regain the use of all his faculties as eventually
to be classed with normal children, presents a problem quite different from that
of the child suffering from the effects of a disease such as infantile paralysis,
on account of which a child may be expected to face a life of partial if not
complete invalidis-n. The question arises in many cases whether a crippled
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cliild may not be cared for at liome and enjoy the advantages of a hospital out-

i

patient clinic and special classes in a public school. The question of trans-

portation then becomes a matter of importance and the influence ij may have
I upon the child's health ; and then conditions in the home ; the psychological

I influence of the child's association with physical superiors in school ; and
I -whether the child's probable future demands the same educational foundation
' thouglu to be essential for normal children, all should be considered if the most
favorable results are to be expected.

Some crippled children are destined to progressive physical decline and they

present still another phase of this complex problem. With such children it

becomes a question whether education should not be confined to such subjects

as will offer the greatest comfort and pleasure for a comparatively short life.

Crippled children who also are feeble-minded constitute another group and
1 children mentally competent but suffering from some inoperable congenital

i
defects, as well as those crippled by accident, deserve special consideration.

Massachusetts has never had a census of crippled children. Statistics com-
piled elsewhere have been misleading and provision for care and training in-

ade(]uate, because no distinction has been made between the temporary
cri])ples and those permanently disabled, or between the feeble-minded and
those mentally promising. If a census is to be most helpful to a constructive

program it should also include such important factors as the age at which the

physical handicap occurred, the extent of the child's education, his previous

environment and the probable opportunities for useful occupation in the district

in which he naturally belongs and to which he may be expected to return.

A reliable census would be a valuable guide for the advancement of the progress

the Commonwealth has already made in the interest of crippled children. It

doubtless Vv-ould prevent much duplication of effort and serve as a check to the

isentimental and often misdirected endeavor of some privately conducted agen-

cies in behalf of a most deserving class.

Although the numbers seeking admission to the Hospital School have re-

mained fairly constant for several years the Trustees have reason to believe

that a census would reveal a comparatively large number of crippled children

in hospital clinics without educational opportunities; in schools, without due
regard to their physical needs, or in homes where neither adequate hospital care

nor an education are provided.

In the light of experience at the Hospital School the trustees wish to

emphasize the advantages of continuing the policy adopted some years ago of

administering the institution primarily as a school, but with hospital facilities

for crippled children of normal intelligence who are unable to attend public

school. It is also believed that admissions should be limited to cases susceptible

of improvement under specialized care and training toward a life of usefulness

and that epileptic and feeble-minded children, the blind and deaf, for whom
there are admirably conducted institutions in the State, should not be admitted

even though they may also be suffering from physical handicap. The insti-

tution has a long list of former patients who were crippled temporarily by bone

or joint tuberculosis and finally discharged to enter public grade and high

schools or colleges, in testimony of the vAue of carefully prescribed and regu-

lated education by subjects and grades comparable to regular school curricula.

The accomplishments of children permanently crippled by accidental causes

and paralysis emphasize the importance of continuing and extending the ap-

prenticeship method of prevocational training most successfully developed in

several departm.ents by employees outside the regular teaching staff. Every
effort should be made to stimulate public opinion to a better understanding of

the capabilities of trained cripples ; and with this end in view many meetings
have been held for physicians, teachers, nurses, social workers and other pro-

fessional groups. Aliss Park has represented the school in community service,

at women's clubs, public welfare agencies, and with many visitors whose in-

fluence should be helpful to children leaving the school. The trustees have
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looked with favor upon tlie acceptance by the superintendent of invitations tc

explain the work of Massachusetts in other states and at tlie Geneva Conference

to be held in Switzerland during the coming summer.

Tiie trustees are pleased to return a substantial balance from the schoolhouse

appropriation (Chapter 138, Acts of 1927) and to report that the building is

proving to be satisfactory in every way. The problem of providing space for

employees' automobiles has been met by the erection of an inexpensive garagq
which returns a respectable dividend on the investment.

The trustees find much satisfaction in being able to report the successful

operation of the institution for another year under a well-organized corps of

officials and employees.

The report of the superintendent and treasurer is hereby approved and made
a part of this report.

Respectfully submitted,

WALTER C. BAYLIES ANDREW MARSHALL
WILLL^jM FrrZGERALD GEORGE H. ELLIS
ROBERT SOUTTER, M.D.

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT

To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital Scliool:

The twenty-first annual record of the proceedings of the Massachusetts

Hospital School for the year ending November 30, 1928, shows that there has

been no material change in statistics and that the work carried on has been

essentially th.e same as last year. The whole number of cliildren under treat-

ment, 872. was 132 more than last year, while the daily average remains the

same.

It is gratifying to report the continued interest and enthusiasm of the in-

creasing number of loyal alumni. There were so many graduates who wanted
to maintain their connection with the scliool and renew friendships at the annual

dinner and reunion in June that it became necessary to limit the attendance to

those who held paid membership in the Alumni Association.

To any one who has followed the progress of these young men and women
from the time when they entered the school under a physician's certificate that

they were physically unfit to attend school with normal boys and girls up to the

point of courageously overcoming handicaps as self-respecting bread winners,
or students in higher institutions of learning, it must be evident tliat their suc-

cess is due to the development of self-reliance and the elimination of self-pity

in a school where all are equal and physical incapacity is not a handicap in work
or in play.

It is of course obvious that a school giving as does ours, no academic in-

struction beyond tlie eighth grade, and discharging pupil-patients early in the

teens, can fit directly for no trades or professions requiring high education or
skill. Many of our worthy and prosperous alumni do go directly into some
form of agricultural or dom.estic labor. For the ambitious and capable who go
on to higher educational institutions, we must increasingly hope to provide
training in the fundamental academic subjects, some experience and skill in the
use of the hand for work of practical value, and to stimulate by the environ-
ment provided, habits of industry, resourcefulness, and initiative. We cannot
claim to have given the entire training to skilled medical stenographers or
graduate nurses, but we can justly claim to have offered them, through a child-
IiockI of great suffering and disability, not only the opportunity to win their
fight for physical health, but also the chance to lay in those formative years an
educational foundation on which to build.

The young men and women of the Massachusetts Hospital School Alumni
Association liave many interesting life-.stories among tliem. There could be
pages written al)out each one. As a consequence, any list of selected cases
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must leave out many more who are worthy of attention. Taking a dozen or

more names at random as they appear on the reunion register of last July

f)rings out a variety of occupations. The boy who came the longest distance of

all our guests, two hundred miles, from another state, was with us many years.

Ifc was a State ward. While he was here, beside going through our grades,

he served an apprenticeship under the institution chauffeur, and upon discharge

wa.-; placed with a man of his own race who has been successful in various

[\\)€s of service, including funeral management and insurance underwriting.

He now looks back to the school with pride and affection as the home that

started him in life. There were two girls who are successfully employed, one

rt> a cook, one as a mother's helper, both as a result of sound domestic training

received in our cottages. Of our earlier graduates, a number of young women
, are using in their own homes the household arts they practiced here. Of the

• boys of those classes, there are several who are now^ successful business men.

One, the recently elected president of the association, owns a jewelry business,

another is in real estate. Another is a cost accountant and office manager, and

another a P'ederal internal revenue agent. We have a number of printers, one

girl doing clerical work for a printing firm, after having made a satisfactory

recovery from tuberculosis of the hip, and one linotype operator, heavily

crippled' with infantile paralysis. Many of the girls on the list have done well

in clerical or commercial work, as bookkeeper, telephone operator, or stenogra-

plier. One young man who was much interested in the farm while with us,

later developed a mathematical bent and is doing remarkably well as structural

engineer with a large company dealing in steel. Another farm lad followed

his line further, and after several years' employment here, took a dairying

course at Amherst, and is employed by a firm making ice cream. Another is

store-keeper for a large hospital. We expect to have some lawyers and doctors

soon, and already have some teachers. One, after receiving a master's degree

at Radcliffe, came to us in September as head teacher in the system from which
she received the eighth grade diploma. Beside Radcliffe, Boston University

and Massachusetts Agricultural College were represented at our gathering. One
member of the association, who served it faithfully as an officer for several

years, and still keeps a live interest in its affairs, sent greetings from California,

where she hopes to receive her A.B. degree from Stanford University next
Tune. Whatever the attainments of our pupils may be, they yield supremacy
to none in the matter of patient and courageous endeavor, often against heavy
odds.

Eight hundred and seventy-two children have been under treatment during
the year. The daily average number of crippled and deformed children enrolled

for care and education was 206.63, and the daily average number of sick minor
wards was 64.57. There were in the institution on December 1, 1927, 216
school and 62 hospital cases, or a total of 278 children.

Five hundred and ninety-four children were admitted, 538 to the hospital and
56 to the school. There were remaining at the end of the year 199 crippled

and deformed children and 80 sick minor wards.

The greatest number in both department at anv one time during th.e vear was
318 on April 26, 1928, and the smallest 165 on December 25, 1927.

The average age of all children admitted during the year was 11 years and
one month, the youngest being 4 months, and the oldest 20 years and 2 months.

Exclusive of 10 whose birthplaces were unknown, 509, or 85 per cent, of the

594 children admitted were born in Massachusetts; 64, or 10 per cent, were
born in other parts of the United States, and 12, or 2 per cent, came from
foreign countries. The nativity of 160 fathers and 99 mothers was unknown.
Out of tlie remainder, 117, or 19 per cent, of the fathers and 167, or 27 per cent,

of the mothers were born in Massachusetts ; 78 fathers and 100 mothers were
born in other parts of the United States, and 239. or 40 per cent, of the fathers
and 228, or 38 per cent, of the mothers were foreign born.
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Diagnosis on Admission

School Department

Achondroplasia
Amputation of legs

Congenital absence of femora
Congenital deformities

Dystonia muscolorum deformans . . . .

Epiphysitis of hip .......
Infantile paralysis

Osteogenic sarcoma . . . . . . .

Osteomalacia ........
Osteomyelitis ........
Rickets

Spastic paralysis

Torticollis

Tuberculosis disease of knee
Tuberculosis disease of hip . . . . .

Tul)erculosis disease of spine

Hospital Department
Abdominal adhesions

Abscess lower maxillary

Adenitis, cervical

.Vdenoids, enlarged

Appendicitis

Arthritis, acute

Brachial paralysis

Chorea
Chorea ; dental caries

Circumcision .......
Circumcision; umbilical hernia ....
Congenital dislocation of hip ....
Congenital syphilis

Congenital syphilis; dental caries . . .

Congenital syphilis; gonorrhea
Congenital syphilis

;
gonorrhea ; torticollis

Congenital syphilis; scabies ....
Deviated septum

Diabetes and bronchitis

Eczema
Eczema ; dental caries

Eczema
;
impetigo

Ectropion ........
Endocarditis, chronic .....
Eracture of fibula

Eracture of clavicle; abrasions of cheek
h'uruncles, multiple

Ciastroenteritis .......
Gfjnorrhea

Hallux valgus

Impetigo ........
impetigo; dental caries

Impetigo; dental caries; club foot

Impetigo; eczema
Impetigo; malnutrition
Impetigo; j^erliculosis

Infected finger
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Imected heel

Inguinal hernia

Laryngitis

Mastoid, disease

Malformation of anus
( )rchitis and epididymitis, acute

Osteomyelitis

Otitis media, chronic .

Nephritis

Pneumonia, lobar

Prolapse of rectum
Rliustoxicodendron

Scabies

Scabies: astlima

Scabies ; dental caries

Scabies; furuncles, multiple

Scabies ; impetigo

Scabies ; impetigo ; dental

Spina bifida

Talipes valgus

Tinea circinata .

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased

and adenoids, diseased

adenoids, diseased

adenoids, diseased

adenoids, diseased

and adenoids, diseased

adenoids, diseased

adenoids, diseased

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased

furuncles, multiple

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased

diseased

and
Tonsils

Tonsils

Tonsils and
Tonsils and
Tonsils

Tonsils and
Tonsils and

Tonsils and adenoids

Tonsils and adenoids

Tonsils and adenoids

Tonsils and
Tonsils and adenoids

Tonsils and adenoids

Tonsils and adenoids

Tonsils and adenoids

diseased

;

diseased

;

adenoids, diseased

;

diseased

;

diseased

;

diseased

;

diseased

;

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased;

otitis media
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased;

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased;

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased;

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased;

Torn ligament of foot

Torticollis; hysteroneurosis

Tumor on spine .

Ulcers on ankle
,

Ulcers on leg

Urticaria

Vaginitis

Valvular disease of heart

abscessed teeth

appendicitis, acute

arthritis, acute

cervical adenitis

cervical adenitis; urticaria

circumcision

cleft palate

congenital syphilis

cyst on right eye

dental caries .

dental caries

;

enlarged thyroid gland
imperforate anus
impetigo

impetigo ; dental caries

inguinal hernia

ischiorectal abscess

nasal fracture

otitis media, chronic

scabies ; dental caries

scabies; infected finger

scabies

tinea circinata

vaginitis

Vincent's angina
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Tlie policy of encouraging
Home Visits

has been continued as in past years in the belief that the advantages from
strengthened family ties and an awakened public interest when the folks back

Iiome can observe at close range a child's progress far outweigh in importance

the dangers from infectious disease and the increase in per capita cost which
comes from a lowered daily average.

Five hundred and seventy-two individual home visits have been made during

the year, representing 4.976 days' absence.

Five hundred and ninety-three children were

Discharged
during the year, of whom 520 were hospital cases, as follows: 479 recovered;

30 improved; 3 not improved; 3 undetermined, and 5 who died of the following

diseases : Acute lymphatic leukemia and marked secondary anemia, 1 ;
pyemia

(staphlococcus) with extensive abscess formation. 1 ; lobar pneumonia and
measles, 1 ;

broncho-pneumonia and congenital syphilis with anemia since birth,

1; chronic endocarditis and infectious arthritis, 1.

The remainder, or 73 children discharged from the school department came
within the following classification : 26 had completed the prescribed course of

study and left to enter public high schools, or to seek employment without

further preparation ; 14 had recovered or improved and were no longer in need

of further care and education as cripples; 14 were taken home on visit and
failed to return for various reasons; 7 were found to be physically or mentally

unpromising ; 10 were absent on visit at the end of the year and 2 children died,

the cause of death being acute cardiac dilatation and pseudo hypertrophic

muscular dystrophy, 1 case ; extensive tuberculous disease of hip with multiple

sinuses and amyloid degeneration of liver and kidneys, 1 case.

The outstanding event of the year was the opening, February 27, of the new
schoolhouse, which was described in some detail in the last annual report. The
building is unique in that it contains under one roof all the academic work of the

eight grades completely separated, yet easily accessible by a bridge pergola

from the dormitories, cottages and play grounds.

Two events in the recent history of the institution liave materially affected

its growth and development. First, the Bradford Infirmary which not only

enlarged the hospital facilities of the school but also afforded accommodation
for certain sick minor wards of the State; second, the school building, a model

of its kind equipped for the education of the crippled children of the Common-
wealth. Thus the hospital and school departments are clearly defined, yet con-

veniently coordinated through the administration center with which they are

connected by a cement walk on the northeast and northwest respectively and by
pergola entrance to the south side of the administration building.

The School

attendance has been tabulated as follows

:

Grades: 7-8 4-5-6 2-3 1 and kinder-

garten
Average daily attendance 51-^ 54+ 41-[- 52-[-

Average membership 55 -j- 57 -j- 43 -j- 54 -j-

Per cent of attendance 92 -\- 95 95 -f 97
There were 241 different pupils registered, not including graduates doing in-

dustrial work.

The school exhibit and reception to parents and friends, and the graduation
exercises, were of a high standard. The Class of 1928 had taken much interest

in debate, and a portion of the program was given over to a debate upon the
question of world-peace. Of the six young debaters, three are now making
good records in higli school, one is in a business office, and two are carrying
on industrial work at the Hospital School.
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Tlie new school building- lias been in use since the last week of February.

The children work happily in a sunny, well-ventilated set of rooms, supplying

j adequate space for academic work for a long time to come, so long as our classes

iare handled under the present system. Approach to the classrooms from the

dormitories is easy and sheltered. The feeling of responsibility for the care and
preservation of the building in good condition has been very general, especially

among the older pupils. Their response to what may be called an appeal to

their civic sense has been gratifying. The sense of partnership engendered
by the possession of a center exclusively for school use should promote still

further the growth of school spirit and loyalty.

The usual amount of

Medical and Surgical
work of a routine nature has been carried on under the immediate direction of

the resident physicians familiar by long experience with their varied assign-

ments. They have rendered most commendable service in the affairs of adminis-

tration as well, especially during the vacation season when there has been a
short staff.

Specialists in the field of orthopedic surgery, neurology, general surgery,

ophthalmology and diseases of the nose, throat and ear have been called when
expert opinion has been needed in special cases. While our consultants in-

variably have given valuable time without thought of financial compensation,
it has seemed desirable to pay a nominal fee at least to cover transportation

expenses.

With the increase in the number of recent victims of the disease popularly

known as infantile paralysis, it became necessary to relieve the medical and
nursing service by extending the work of the physiotherapist and a full-time

resident assistant in that department was appointed in July.

The Dentist
who has been employed for part-time services as a non-resident has been able

to accomplish the following work: 157 prophylactic treatments; 144 extrac-

tions; 156 cement and amalgam fillings; 325 silver amalgam fillings; 136 cement
fillings; 279 copper and amalgam fillings; 28 zinc oxide eugenol fillings; 19

synthetic fillings ; 1 root canal treated and filled.

I would recommend the appointment of a full time resident dental hygienist

who could take over much of the work not calling for the professional skill of

a qualified dentist. In addition to frequent and systematic examinations as a

routine practice, it would be possible to guarantee thorough dental prophylaxis

and better oral hygiene than is now possible for every child coming under
our care.

Farm
labor of both men and teams is essential for the successful operation of the

institution in departments ordinarily not classified for farm work. An effort is

made to satisfy the demands of bookkeeping and to separate the time of such

labor distributed unequally over many interdepartmental activities. However
unsatisfactory the results of such a system of necessity must be, it is gratify-

ing to report that the farm shows a profit for the year of $971.79 with the fol-

lowing record of production: 83,507 quarts of milk, 3,753 dozen eggs, 3,120

pounds of poultry for food, 14.556 pounds of pork and 6,000 pounds of beef.

The garden products for the year were asparagus, 15 pounds; string beans.

1,220 pounds; shell beans, 685 pounds; beets, 2,339 pounds; beet greens. 179

pounds; cabbage, 2,433 pounds; carrots, 2,565 pounds; cauliflower. 225 pounds;

celery, 168 pounds; Swiss chard. 614 pounds; corn. 4080 pounds; cucumbers.

1.988 pounds; dandelions, 8 pounds; egg plant. 4 pounds; endive, 123 pounds;

lettuce. 510 pounds; onions. 1,055 pounds; parsley, 9 pounds; parsnips, 989
pounds; peas. 281 pounds; peppers. 10 pounds; pumpkins. 674 pounds; summer
squash. 790 pounds; winter squash. 1.522 pounds: tomatoes, 1,998 pounds;
turnips. 7.701 pounds; ensilage, 140 tons.
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expenditures for the year amounted to $187,846.35, exceeding last year's cost

of operation by $4,499.59.

The difference was due chiefly to the increase for personal services which

have been strengthened and improved. The item for coal was favored by the

mild winter, but the ice harvest was almost a complete failure. Even under

more favorable weather conditions there is the uncertainty of being able to

obtain ice from the reservoir, over which the institution has no authority. The
ice house of 280 ton capacity is inadequate for the storage of the year's

requirements.

The problem should be given early consideration. It can be met by the in-

stallation of a modern refrigeration plant, either in the basement, w^hich is not

an ideal place, or by the erection of a separate building, which would involve

considerable expense. Either plan with an ice making machine would not over-

come the present difficulty and cost of delivering ice to the small refrigerators

in the cottages and officers' apartments. The most rational procedure as the first

step in the problem would appear to be to install small electric refrigerators im-

mediately, leaving the large refrigerator in the administration building un-

changed to be supplied with natural ice until the size of the institution will

justify a new building with modern facilities for storage and refrigeration.

While the small quantity of natural ice for which we have storage capacity

continues to be available during ordinary seasons, it can be harvested by resident

labor at a time when other demands are lightest. Furthermore, it is question-

able whether the storage of perishable food supplies in large quantities is

desirable under particular conditions unlike those at many other institutions

where patient-labor is an important factor in their comparatively lower cost of

farm and garden products. Our milk is consumed within twenty-four hours
from the time it is produced and the automobile has shortened the distance in

transportation from cold storage warehouses where meats, butter and eggs
can be held for convenient withdrawal at a minimum average cost.

An item of $4,800 has been included in the maintenance estimates for some
needed improvement in refrigeration equipment another year.

The deep-well pump has been out of commission for several months and all

water has been purchased of the town of Canton at a cost of 21 cents per

thousand gallons. Although the artesian well was a disappointment in that

the yield was never more than twenty gallons per minute with an estimated

drop to twelve or fifteen gallons, it served a useful purpose for fourteen years

when the meager town water supply under low pressure was wholly inadequate
to the needs of the institution. The matter of a new deep-well pump or de-
jjending exclusively upon the town supply, now greatly improved, is receiving
the consideration of State engineers.

One of the most satisfactory

Improvkments

from an administrative point of view has been the construction of a garage

for employees' cars. There has been no objection to a small rental charge

v.'liich covers interest on investment with a balance for maintenance and de-

jjreciation.

The finished grading about the new schoolhouse formal garden, tennis court

,'iiirl athletic field lias improved the appearance of the grounds materially. A
-trip of land extending along Randolph street from the Bradford Infirmary to

the east line and composing about six acres was cleared late in the year. It

not only greatly improved the appearance and value of the property, but it

reduced the danger from brush fires which have long been a menace. A similar

piece of work should be continued another year and $1,000 has been included for

the purpose in the budget estimates. A 50 KW steam turbine generator was in-

stalled in October and is giving satisfactory service.
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Repairs
[always necessary and never up to date have kept two carpenters and three

painters busy throughout the year. The carpenter mechanic who designed and

built the new garage was aided by contract roofers in covering the south side

of the administration building roof with asbestos shingles. The interior walls

'of the infirmary have been painted in lead and oil in addition to much other minor
work of a similar nature. Another year repairs must be made in the serving

jroom of the administration building and I would recommend that the original

t floor be replaced with tile to match the kitchen floor adjoining, at an estimated

cost of $782, for which another item has been included for the consideration of

! the budget commission. An item of $900 also has been included for repairs

and a new laying h.ouse at the poultry plant.

There have been l)ut two

Changes in the Official Family
Miss Margaret MacDonald felt the need of rest by a change of environment
after seven years of most conscientious and close application to her duties as

superintendent of nurses. She was given an indefinite leave of absence after

having introducd her assistant. Miss Alexia Dunbar, to the new duties to which
she was advanced to succeed Miss MacDonald on April 1, 1928. The institution

was fortunate in being able to engage the services of Miss Eleanor Dunbar,
a graduate of the Boston Children's Hospital, to succeed her sister Alexia as
supervisory nurse at the Bradford Infirmary.

The position of head teacher was left vacant by tlie resignation of Miss
Margaret Ridlon at the end of the school year on June 30, 1928. Miss Ridlon
was an able executive who left with the best wishes of her colleagues and pupils

to take up postgraduate study at Boston University.

Miss Lilian Knowles was called to head the teaching staff of the school in

which she was a pupil in the class of 1916. Miss Knowles is particularly well

qualified for the appointment not only on account of her familiarity with
crippled children, but also because of her training at Wheaton and Radcliffe

Colleges where slie showed exceptional scholastic ability.

Acknowledgments
are due the clergymen who have conducted weekly religious services and been
helpful in numberless ways. The Rotarians and Rotary Anns of Quincy, the

Norwood Lodge of Elks and various fraternal, church and charitable organiza-

tion have provided entertainment, Christmas parties, gifts and automobile rides

and have also brought much cheer by personal interest and calls.

The citizens of Canton have been most generous in furnishing transportation

to Mr. and Mrs. Sydeman's annual theatre party and Mrs. Hemenway's kindness

in providing many personally conducted visits to Franklin Park Zoo has con-

tributed much to the happiness and welfare of the children. Through the

courtesy of Mr. English of the Boston American, all star casts from city

theatres have entertained at the assembly hall upon many occasions throughout
the year, and to these and many other friends we are deeply grateful.

Gifts to the Trustees' Endowment Fund have made it possible to extend

financial assistance to certain worthy graduates of the school who otherwise

might have become dependent upon public charity to tide over lack of employ-

ment. It is hoped that this fund will be increased so that scholarship aid and
other assistance may be given to promising pupils who deserve temporary
additional help after leaving the school.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN E. FISH. .M.D.. Superintendent.

TREASURER'S REPORT
To the Trustees of the Massoehusetts Hospital School:

I respectfully submit tlie following report of the finances of this institution

for the fiscal year ending November 30. 1928: —
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Board of Inmates .....
Personal services

:

Reimbursement from Board of Retirement
Sales
Interest on bank deposits
Rent
Refunds, accounts of previous vears

Receipts

$80,128.62

20.21
344.89
159.84

3.75

44.00

P. D. 82

Receipts from Treasury of Commonwealth:
Advance fund .....
Maintenance appropriation

$ 11,500.00
105,458.27

$80,701.31

Total

To Treasury of Commonwealth
Maintenance appropriation
Advance Fund
Refunds, account of previous yeai

Total ....

Pavments

Maintenance

Appropriation current year ....
Expenses as analyzed below ....
Balance reverting to Treasury of Commonwealth

$116,958.27

$197,659.58

$ 80,657.31
105,458.27
11,500.00

44.00

$197,659.58

$195,743.14
187,846.35

$ 7,896.79

Total receipts and Payments arc in agreement with Comptroller's books of accovmts.

WALTER S. MORGAN, Comptroller.

Analysis of Expenses

Personal Services .....
Foofl .......
•Medical and General Care
Farm .......
Heat. Light and Power ....
Garage, Stable and Groinids
Travel, Transportation and Office Expenses
Religious Instruction ....
Clothing and Material . .

_
.

Furnishings and Household Supplies

Repairs—ordinary .....
Repairs and Renewals ....

Total expenses for maintenance

$103,670.14
24,674.08
8,023.09

12,398.27
11,956.34
3,382.61
2,522.58
1,540.00
3,776.11
5,482.46
5.606.24
4,814.43

$187,846.35

Speci Appropriations

Balance November 30, 1927 ....
Expended during year (see statement below)

Balance November 30, 1928 carried to next year

Purchase of Land
School House

Chapter Appropriation Expenditures
225-1920 $15,000.00 $14,568.72
138-1927 65,000.00 61,656.80

$80,000.00

Per Capita

During the year the average number of inmates has been 271.20
Total cost for maintenance, $187,846.35
E'lual to a weekly i)er capita cost of $13.2468
Receipts from sales $344.89
Ef|ual to a weekly per capita cost of $0.0243
All other institution receipts, $80,356.42
E'lual to a weekly j)cr capita cost of $5.6488
N<-t weekly per capita cost, $7.5980

$76,225.52

$24,223.54
20,449.06

$ 3,774.48

Balayice

$ 431.28
3,343.20

$3,774.48

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN E. FISH, M.D., Treasurer.
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TERMS OF ADxMISSION
Crippled and deformed children of the Commonwealth, hetween the ages of

five and fifteen years, who are mentally competent to attend the public schools

are eligible for admission for hospital care and educational training.

Certain state minor wards who are not insane, feeble-minded, epileptic or

otlierwise unfit are admitted for hospital care only.

Payment for the board of private patients nnist be made in advance, unless

sufficient surety therefor is given.

The institution is located on Randolph vStreet, in the town of Canton, about
two miles from Canton and Canton Junction stations of the New York, New-
Haven & Hartford Railroad.

Automobile bus connects with two trains at Canton Junction station on
Saturdays and Sundays.

Postoffice address : Canton, Massachusetts.

Applications for admission should be made to the superintendent.

NATIVITY AND PARENTAGK OF CHILDREN ADMITTED
Birthplace Patient Father Mother

Massachusetts . . . . . 509 11/ 167

Other New England States
'JO '7f\/U

Other States 21 40 30

Total native . . . . . 572 195 267

Oth.er countries

:

1

Albania ......
1Armenia ...... 1

1

Austria ...... 5

Azores ...... c
D

-2

O

Barbadoes ...... 1
1

Bermuda ......
Canada ...... 5 51 54

Cape Verde Islands . . . .
— 1 2

V^, /ICwi i (J- Ol U V ctlMd . , . • . 1 1

England ...... 4 9 10

Finland ...... 7 10

France ...... 1 1

Germany ...... 1

Cjreece ...... 13 10

Hungary 1 1

Ireland ...... 7 18

Italy 3 49 26

Lithuania ...... 10 9

Norway ...... 3 3

Poland 32 34

Portugal ...... 13 9

Prince Edward Island . . . . 3 3

Russia ....... 17 19

Scotland ...... 3 1

Sicily ....... 2 2

Sweden 2 1

Syria ....... 1 1

Total foreign . . . . 12 239 228

Unknovv'n . . . . . . 10 160 99

594 594 594
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VALUATION

November 30. 1928

Real Estate

Buildings $606,574.40

Land 34,632.32

Personal Property

Travel, transportation and office expenses . . $31.06

Food 5,367.12

Clothing- and material ...... 5,065.19

Furnishing-s and household supplies .... 49,445.37

Medical and general care ...... 12,123.96

Heat, light and power ...... 3,361.37

Farm 18,909.35

Garage, stable and grounds 8.045.80

Repairs, ordinary ....... • 6.189.38

P. D. 82

$641,206.72

7otal
$108,538.60

$749,745.32
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES

To His Excellency the Governor and the Honorable Council:

In presenting this report the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital
School desire to mention in review some of the conditions under which the

school was established and the principles governing its growth and devel-
opment.
The original act of incorporation defines the institution as a school and

home for the education and care of the crippled and deformed children of I

the Commonwec>lia. With no accurate census of cripples in the State it

was impossible to determine the number needing special educational oppor-
tunities, or surgical and nursing care not already provided by existing

institutior;-5.

After some deliberati ni and a careful study of the problem it was decided
that the school should be organized for the educational training of a com-
P"vr';.tive)y Lirge and deserving class of crippled children who might 1)6

diroctPti iivuy froi.Q dependency towards lives of usefulness.

Children whcue mental intelligence was found to be hopelessly feeble

were excluded from the first as not coming within the educational scope
of the school. The same was true of the deaf, blind and epileptic. Appli-

cations for the admission of children destined to die within a short period

were rejei'ited, as were also acute cases needing only surgical relief.

During the first year the school was operated under this plan and classi-

f'cation, the trustees were convinced that under any other organization for
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of the Acts of 1922. It is hoped that the endowment fund already well
established may be increased so that it will be possible for the trustees to

render temporary assistance to deserving graduates of the school, who may
be out of work or without home resources, to obtain a favorable start at self-

support for which they have been trained.

Certain worthy and well qualified graduates having physical deformities
will encounter difficulties in obtaining desirable occupation, especially if

they are known to be recipients of public relief. If, however, the trustees

can guarantee their character and training and advance a sum sufficient for

such crippled persons to make a favorable start, one more hindrance to
progress and accomplishment may be removed.
One loan of but So enabled a badly crippled graduate to obtain a position

of trust and responsibility which he has held for the past five years. Another
graduate temporarily in need of assistance asked for and received a loan of

S200 which he returned with interest within the first year.

In reviewing a list of our 345 graduates, it is very striking to note that of

our earlier classes, where the persons are now of an age to be established

in life, practically every one now living is self-supporting. Many of the
young men are married and are supporting families as well. Some gradu-
ates who have died were also prospering and on the way to a promising
future. Of the twenty-two women graduates married, it is safe to say that
the domestic training received at the school has been invaluable, though
some still work outside the home. One, widowed and left with a little

daughter, has an excellent and responsible position as bookkeeper. Of
those graduates whose physical handicap has been too great to permit of

entire self-support, or whose home conditions allow them to remain there,

there is no doubt that in most cases their Hospital School training has much
diminished the burden of their support, and in many cases it probably enables
them to render an equivalent for their maintenance.
The survey now being made by the Department of Public Welfare will be

of the greatest value in determining what changes if any should be made in

the future policy of the school. Whatever improvement may come to the
health of future children through better sanitation in the Commonwealth,
it is certain that there will be demand for the educational and industrial

training of a large number of deserving children, illiterate or improperly
taught on account of physical disabilities, who can by proper care be made
helpful to the community.
The report of the superintendent is annexed hereto and made a part of

this report.
Respectfully submitted,

WALTER C. BAYLIES GEORGE H. ELLIS
WILLIAM FITZGERALD ROBERT SOUTTER, M. D.
ANDREW MARSHALL Trustees.

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School:

I hereby submit the following report for the year ending November 30,

1929.
Nine hundred and sixty-nine children have been under treatment during

the year. The daily average number of crippled and deformed children
enrolled for care and education was 246.06 and the daily average of sick

minor wards was 37.24. There were in the institution on December 1, 1928,
199 school and 80 hospital cases, or a total of 279 children.

Six hundred and ninety children were admitted, of whom 10 were returned
from visit of last year, 574 to the hospital and 106 to the school. There were
remaining at the end of the year 228 crippled and deformed children and
44 sick minor wards.
The greatest number in both departments at any one time during the

year was 325 on March 26, 1929.
The average age of all children admitted during the year was 9 years.
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2 months and 8 days, the youngest being 6 weeks and the oldest 20 years,

2 months and 17 days.
Exclusive of 25 whose birthplaces were unknown, 561, or 82^%, of the

680 children admitted were born in Massachusetts; 77, or 13%, were born
in other parts of the United States, and 17, or 23^%, came from foreign coun-
tries. The nativity of 164 fathers and 108 mothers was unknown. Out of

the remainder, 150, or 22%, of the fathers and 201, or 30%, of the mothers
were born in Massachusetts; 192 fathers and mothers were born in other

parts of the United States, and 285, or 42%, of the fathers and 260, or 31%,
of the mothers were foreign born.

More home visits have been made during the year than for any corre-

sponding period. One hundred and sixteen children were absent during
Christmas week, representing 1,126 days' absence. July 4th and Thanks-
giving Day also brought the customary seasonal decrease in numbers. The
daily average for the year was still further influenced by other holidays

and there were more than the usual number of week-end visits. It has
become the custom for some most devoted parents to call for their children

regularly after the close of school on Friday afternoons to take them to nearby
homes to remain until the opening of school on Monday mornings.
From an administrative point of view there would at first appear to be

numerous objections to the practice of granting many unrestricted visits

even to nearby homes not unfavorable to a child's health. Home visits

cause a lower daily average number which appears to be inconsistent with
the capacity of the institution; they involve statistics and complicate clerical

records, increase the per capita cost of maintenance and introduce dangers
to health, especially of the contagious diseases common to children. How-
ever, such difficulties are hard to explain understandingly to parents of

children, who, although crippled in the activity of their limbs, otherwise
are in good general health. And, after all, who will say that the aggregate
of loss is greater than the gain in the comparative absence of homesickness
and the advantage of parental co-operation. Experience has led to the

belief that the arbitrary refusal of home visits is likely to hinder or obstruct
the moral progress of the school and that every effort should be made to

cultivate the principles and dispositions on which progress depends.
Very many graduates and former pupils return each year to pay their

respects to the school with its happy associations for which there is gratify-

ing evidence of an affectionate regard. At the beginning of the school year
one graduate, after obtaining her degree from Leland Stanford University,
crossed the continent to join our staff as head teacher. Her predecessor,
also a graduate of the school and now a member of the faculty of a college

in another state, never fails to pay us a brief visit whenever she returns to

her Massachusetts home. After an absence of nine years, a young man
traveled several hundred miles for a visit of but a few hours to report the
progress he was making at self-support, directly as a result of the training
given at the school. I might mention scores of similar evidence of loyalty
and devotion. The Alumni Association continues to be a source of encour-
agement to the teachers and an inspiration to the undergraduates who, with
few exceptions, show much enthusiasm for their work.
The social worker, who has found time from her regular duties to supervise

the work of the teaching staff and to direct many closely related activities,

makes the following report of the work of the

Attendance data for the school year ending June, 1929, are as follows:

Home Visits

School.

Grades 7-8
Grades 4-5-6
Grades 2-3 .

Sub primary-1

Average Per Cent
Membership of Attendance

46 96
55 94.8
50 90.09
54 91
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Two hundred and forty different pupils were enrolled for academic work,
not including: g:raduate pupils working at various forms of industrial training.

During the year every pupil has been given in the classroom one of the
standard tests. For the primary groups the Detroit Kindergarten and First

Grade Tests were used, and in the second through the eighth inclusive,

the Stanford Achievement Tests. We have used these as the authors sug-
gest, not with the idea that mentality can be measured, or for the purpose
of making comparisons with other schools, but as a stimulus to effort on the
part of the pupils and teachers both.

The interest and pleasure shown in working with these summaries of
achievement have already warranted their continuance over a term of years.
We hope that a record of school progress and improvement may be shown
to be a valuable part of individual pupil histories. It may be noted in pass-
ing that the standing attained by the pupils in the achievement tests corre-
sponds in most cases very closely with the marks heretofore given them by
the judgment of their teachers. It is also interesting to observe that so
many of our pupils who have had their entire school training with us com-
pare favorably with those from the public schools, where a much longer time-
schedule is in force.

The new schoolhouse continues to be an attractive social center. It

makes a pleasant and most suitable place for the numerous parties which
the different grades organize and enjoy. During the whole year the eighth
grade, under the guidance of the head teacher, held regular teas on Thursday
afternoons. A large number of guests have attended, both from the school
and from elsewhere. This pleasant custom is being carried on by this year's
class with much enthusiasm.

Graduation exercises were held as usual on the last Friday in June. Mr.
Andrew Marshall of the Board of Trustees conferred diplomas on twenty-
two graduates. A number of these boys and girls are carrying on their
education in higher schools.

An interesting vocational experiment is this year taking place among those
of our graduates who are for some reason obliged to stay at the school
after completing the eighth grade. Our present head teacher is well fitted,

in theory and in practical business experience, to teach commercial subjects.
Under her direction, a small group of girls and one boy, have been doing
daily work in shorthand and typewriting. All who have taken this work
have merited it by the scholastic standing they kept up while in the grades.
Their interest and attention to business gives hopeful indications for their
future.

Trends seen in the community, as well as at school, would seem to be in
the direction of bringing us an increasing number of pupils affected by
infantile paralysis. This has always been an interesting group, most im-
portant for educational guidance and vocational training, because of the
fact that their disability is permanent. Their mentality may be expected
to vary as does that of other children. Whatever it is, it should be given
opportunity for development to the limit. These children also should be
furnished occasions to develop self-reliance and strength of will. Only
those who have watched our successful graduates hampered by this disability,
fan know the daily and hourly courage demanded in the struggle to meet the
world on equal terms. That so many have made the effort until they have
established ease and w^iped away the evidence of their mental combat has
long been an inspiration to those who know them. That we should furnish
an opportunity to others to gain in physical strength and the bravery to
overcome unusual difficulty still continues one of our greatest opportunities
and most pressing duties.

If education is to deserve the name, it must be adapted to the individual.
We should make in the future an even greater effort than in the past, to
-turly the capabilities of each child who comes to us, in order that we may
give him a chance to progress scholastically without being hampered by the
rate of others, and to grow in personal power by classroom work which shall
call into use the qualities needed in after life.
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The Hospital

Every child received at the institution, whether an orthopedic case for

the school department or a minor ward for hospital care only, is entered

through the Bradford Infirmary.
. . ^

On first admission a complete physical exammation is made as a routme

procedure, including X-ray, laboratory analyses, dental exammation and

other diagnostic measures. School cases usually are held at the infirmary

until they have passed the incubation period of the common contagious dis-

eases. During this period following the initial examination, the social

worker, having previously seen the child at home, is helpful in making new

adjustments pleasant; the dental hygienist takes up her duties with the

child and the necessary braces, splints and orthopedic appliances are pre-

scribed by the physicians for the work of the apparatus shop. Any surgical

procedure for the correction of deformities usually is not begun until a child

has become well established in school. When a surgical operation has been

decided upon, or a child's illness demands special medical and nursing care,

he may be and frequently is readmitted to the infirmary by transfer from the

school department.
„ , ^ , . , i

Patients received from the Division of Child Guardianship and properly

not classifiable as crippled and deformed children remain at the mfirniary

until discharged. Both groups make heavy demands upon the hospital,

857 children having passed through that department during the year. In

the nose and throat clinic alone there have been 365 operations. Altogether

408 operations have been performed under ether and of this number 17 were

of major importance. Nine hundred and fifty X-rays have been taken.

In general the health of the entire population has been good throughout

the year. One nurse and 10 children had chicken-pox. There were 8 cases

of uncomplicated whooping cough. Dr. Kemp's son and one employee

suffered from a sharp attack of mumps, but the early recognition of symp-

toms and prompt isolation prevented the development of other cases. Dur-

ing the year there were 5 deaths from the following causes: Chronic endocar-

ditis and tuberculous disease of spine; bronchopneumonia and inanition;

amyloid degeneration of kidneys and liver and osteomyelitis; chronic mul-

tiple osteomyelitis and amyloid degeneration of liver and kidneys; chronic

endocarditis and arthritis.

Recently it has become the fashion to place much emphasis upon the value

of ultra-violet light as a therapeutic measure in the treatment of orthopedic

children. Our carefully tabulated observations in the use of the artificial

light rays would be disappointing to some advocates of that method of

treatment. Doubtless the wide difference between our results and those

made by other observers may be explained by the healthful outdoor condi-

tions under which our children live both day and night as compared to the

shut-in environment of many slum stunted children attending other clinics.

While we continue to prescribe the ultra violet light, as well as massage,

muscle training and graduated exercises in certain selected cases, they have

not been employed as a substitute for a child's natural instinct for play,

which always has been an important factor in the life of the school.

The Physiotherapist's

time during the past year has been about equally divided between individual

attention to special cases and the supervision of group activities on the

playgrounds. Nutritious food, play, when not carried to the point of fatigue,

plenty of sleep, fresh air and sunlight have come to be regarded as indis-

pensable.
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Diagnosis on Admission

School Department

Amputation of finger .....
Arthritis, acute ......
Arthritis, chronic . .

Club foot
Congenital amyotonia . .

Congenital dislocation of hip ....
Fracture of humerus .....
Fracture of tibia ......
Legg's disease ......
Osteomyelitis ......
Paralysis from cord injury ....
Paralysis, brachial......
Paralysis, infantile .....
Paralysis, obstetrical .....
Paralysis, spastic ......
Paralysis, post diphtheritic ....
Progressive muscular dystrophy
Rickets .......
Scoliosis .......
Scoliosis, congenital .....
Spina bifida paralysis .....
Tuberculous disease of hip ....
Tuberculous disease of knee ....
Tuberculous disease of spine ....
Tuberculous disease of shoulder
Undiagnosticated ......
Abscess, inguinal
Abscesses, multiple
Acidosis
Adenitis, cervical .

Angina pectoris, pseudo
Appendicitis .

Arthritis, acute
Arthritis, gonorrheal
Bartholinitis .

Blepharitis
Bronchitis, acute
Chorea
Cholecystitis
Cleft palate .

Cystitis

Dental caries, multiple
Diabetes mellitus
Eczema
Endocarditis .

Endocarditis, congenital
Enuresis
Epidermophytosis .

Epilep.sy

Gonorrhea
Hernia, inguinal
Hysteria
Impetigo
Impetigo; cervical aden

Hospital Department

tis

Impetigo; congenital syphilis
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Hospital Department—Continued
Boys Girls

Impetigo; dental caries ....... 1 1

Impetigo; otitis media; cervical adenitis .... 1 —
Impetigo; pediculosis ....... 2 3

Impetigo; pyorrhea ....... 1 —
Impetigo; scabies ........ 3 —
Malnutrition ....... 2 3

Mastoiditis ......... 2 —
Menorrhagia ........ — 1

Mitral regurgitation ....... 1 1

Myalgia ......... — 1

Osteomyelitis ........ 1 —
Otitis media......... 2 1

Otitis media; adenitis ....... 1 —
Phimosis .......... 7 —
Phimosis; dental caries ....... 1 —
Rhustoxicodendron ....... — 1

Scabies 45 12

Scabies; axillary abscess ...... 1 —
Scabies; conjunctivitis ....... — 1

Scabies; dental caries ....... 3 4
Scabies; furunculosis ....... 1 —
Scabies; impetigo ....... 6 1

Scabies; impetigo; dental caries ..... 1 —
Scabies; scoliosis ........ 2 —
Scabies; syphilis ........ 1 4
Scabies; urticaria ........ 1 1

Scabies; Vincent's angina ...... — 1

Syphilis, congenital ....... 2 2

Tinea circinata ........ 2 —
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased . ..... 130 155
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; cervical adenitis . .

— 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; chorea .... 1 —
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; club foot . ... 1 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; congenital syphilis . .
— 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; conjunctivitis ... 1 —
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; dental caries ... 8 9
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; eczema .... — 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; enuresis .... — 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; epilepsy .... — 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; gonorrhea ... 1 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased ; hemorrhoids ... 1 —
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; harelip .... 1 —
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased

;
impetigo .... 5 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; maxillary abscess . .
— 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; otitis media ... 2 2

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; phimosis .... 4 —
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; phimosis; dental caries . 1 —
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; phimosis; scabies . . 1

—
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; scabies .... 12 4
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased

;
scabies; dental caries;

otitis media ....... 1 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; urticaria; dental caries — 1

Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; undescended testicle . . 1 —
Tonsils and adenoids, diseased; vaginitis .... — 3
Venereal warts ........ — 1

Vaginitis ......... — 4
Vaginitis; nephritis ....... — 1

301 273
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The Dentist

lias been able to keep her work up to date with practically no exception to

the rule that oral hyg:iene must be maintained at a high standard of excel-

lence. Aside from treatment, prophylaxis and 233 extractions the record
shows that 1.190 fillings have been done as follows: 467 amalgam, 160
cement, 115 cement and amalgam, 371 copper amalgam, 2 root canal, 37
synthetic, and 38 zinc oxide and eugenol.

Another important factor in the constructive foundation which we en-
deavor to arrange for our children has been introduced this year to supple-
ment the work of the dentist.

In August Miss Thelma Ferguson was appointed as full-time dental
hygienist and her services have been most acceptable. Her report will be
of interest.

"Of 294 children of school age I have found that 206 have their permanent
six year old molars. They are filled in most cases but it is very unusual
for such a large percentage to have kept their first permanent molars at all.

In all, 309 children have been examined and had a thorough prophylactic
treatment, 15 of w^hom were under six years of age and 11 had perfect decidu-
ous teeth. Through tooth brush drills it was found that only about one
child in every fifteen brushed the inside of their teeth. This has been cor-
rected and the children now brush the inside as well as the outside. The
children have been taught the correct method of tooth brushing and from
recent examination a marked improvement in mouth cleanliness has been
observed.

"This is more so with the boys than with the girls. They have by far
the cleaner teeth and have shown a greater interest in their teeth, a very
unusual thing.

"An effort will be made to interest the girls by means of short plays and
stories. The plays will be acted chiefly by the girls and will deal with the
relation of the teeth to health and instruction in the proper foods to eat for

strong teeth."
Work in the hospital has increased threefold while the capacity of the

institution has remained essentially unchanged.
Reference having been made to some of the more important demands

made upon this department, I wish to call attention to our most pressing needs.
Nine hundred and sixty-nine patients under treatment during the year

is a rapid turnover in an institution of the size and character of the Hospital
School. Since the new hospital unit was established in 1922 to replace the
old infirmary of 26 beds, the dormitory of 44 beds at the industrial building
has been abandoned as being a fire hazard and no provision for ambulatory
hospital patients thus far has been provided.

In fairness to the very sick patients and for the welfare of the children
who are not quite strong enough to be discharged, there should be two
C'ottages for convalescent girls and boys and at least one cottage should be
built the coming year, if we are to carry to completion the original plan to

provide prompt and appropriate treatment for the acute surgical and medical
cases in the Child Guardianship Division of the Department of Public Welfare.
A building in fire-proof construction comparable to one of the thirty-bed

cottages now occupied by school cases can be built at a cost of approximately
S50,000 and I earnestly recommend that this matter be given early consid-
eration.

The east and west dormitories should be replaced by buildings of fire-proof

construction as soon as the financial policy of the state will permit.
There can be no question as to the advisability of carrying on, in a small

way, the work which is classified under

The Farm
Flighty-three thousand one hundred and fifty-seven quarts of milk have

been produced at a cost of $10,115.22, or 12 cents per quart. Even if com-
mercial milk could be obtained at this price for delivery in specified quantity,
there would still be an advantage in favor of the home product, which is
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hi^h above the maximum standard for butter fat, comes from a healthy

;

source, is pasteurized and then consumed within 12 hours.

The poultry plant shows a profit of $l;629.46, more than offsetting the loss

of last year.

The most profitable method of disposing of food waste and garbage is by
keeping swine which at certain seasons require no other food. They show
a profit for the year of $465.05.
Corn raised for ensilage, green feed for the cows and small garden crops

suffered heavily from the long drought, but the demands made upon the

farm labor of both men and teams for regular and emergency institution

work brought the farm balance for the year to the profit side of the ledger to

the sum of $1,326.22.
Another strip of approximately 6 acres of scrub oak land was cleared this

year along the Randolph Street boundary and there is reason to believe

that adequate pasturage for the young stock will be available the coming
season.

Repairs,

always an important item in the maintenance of property occupied by
children, have been carried on by tw^o carpenters and two painters and,
aside from their routine work, time has been found for the following special

work, which should be mentioned in the record for the year: A new poultry
house w^as built on the site of the old portable houses. The new building
is of more substantial construction on the original cement foundation with
new floors of cement. The building is 172 feet long by 16 feet deep and is

divided into 10 pens 16 feet square and a head house 12 by 18 feet. In com-
mon with our other buildings the new poultry house has an open ventilator
running its entire length.
The east and west dormitory out-door school rooms were removed and

new cement curbing placed where the pergola walk of brick was renewed by
a surface of cement. In the west dormitory 2,277 square feet of No. 1 maple
flooring were laid to replace floors laid twenty-two years ago. The serving
room in the administration building was given a new floor of 6 x 9 red quarry
tile, laid in cement, the foundation for which was prepared by our own
workmen. All the interior walls of the Bradford Infirmary were given a
new coat of paint in lead and oil and an enclosed veranda was built on the
northwest corner of the second story of the nurses' home. Provision must
be made for new shingles on the barn and a shed for carts and tools early
in the new year.

Gifts

Friends of the School have more than ever shown interest in our girls and
boys and generosity in making them happy with gifts. Four full electric

radio sets have been installed in different cottages. One was presented by
the Majestic Radio Company, one was a gift from the Norwood Lodge of

Elks, similar to the fine set given by them for the new schoolhouse last year,
one was purchased from money donated by Mrs. Lyla Nims of Athol for the
children at the school and another was the gift of the Trustees. The Rotary
Club of Quincy sent a large number of sturdy sleds, carts and doll-carriages.

The Boston American and the Fanny Farmer Candy Shops sent liberal sup-
plies of candy. Many kind givers paid special attention to the patients at
the Bradford Infirmary and to pupils without family connections to brighten
their holidays. Among these contributors were the Business and Profes-
sional Women's Club of Auburndale and in addition a large supply of beau-
tiful and appropriate gifts for the older pupils through the personal efforts

of one member among her neighbors. The Wollaston Women's Club gave
individual presents for a large list of girls and boys, making their gift more
personal by the friendly visit of a delegation of the members. Pastors,
churches, school clubs, and a number of other thoughtful donors made a
happy holiday time for hundreds of our patients. Our kind friends in

Canton, Sharon, Stoughton, Norwood and more remote towms and cities have
our sincere gratitude for their liberality. We are indebted to the Hingham
Community Band for one Sunday afternoon concert on the lawn and to
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Revere Post, Veterans of Foreign Wars, for another open air concert by the
United States Naval Band of Washington.
The duties and responsibilities of administration have been made lighter

in numberless waj^s by my associates, very many of whom have rendered
much voluntary assistance as an indication of their interest in the welfare
of the children we have the honor to serve.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN E. FISH, M.D., Superintendent

TERMS OF ADMISSION
Crippled and deformed children of the Commonwealth, between the ages

of five and fifteen years, who are mentally competent to attend the public
schools, are eligible for admission for hospital care and educational training.

Certain state minor wards who are not insane, feeble-minded, epileptic
,

or otherwise unfit are admitted for hospital care only.

Payment for the board of private patients must be made in advance,^
unless sufficient surety therefor is given.

The institution is located on Randolph Street, in the town of Canton, about
two miles from Canton and Canton Junction stations of the New York, New '

Haven & Hartford Railroad.
Automobile bus connects with two trains at Canton Junction station on

Saturdays and Sundays.
Postoffice address: Canton, Massachusetts.
Applications for admission should be made to the superintendent.

NATIVITY AND PARENTAGE OF CHILDREN ADMITTED
Birthplace Patient Father Mother

Massachusetts 561 150 201
j

Other New England States ... 60 54 76 \

Other States 17 27 35

Total Native 638 231 312

Other countries:
Albania ...... — 1 —
Austria ...... — 10 6
Azores ....... — 7 8
Barbadoes ...... — 1 —
Canada 8 52 44
Cape Verde Islands .... — 1 1

Czecho-Slovakia ..... — 1 3
England — 7 4
Finland — 3 4
France 2 2 3
Germany ...... — 3 3
Greece — 18 10
Ireland — 20 30
Italy 3 71 49
Poland 1 53 57
Portugal — 5 2
Prince Edward Island .... 3 2 2
Russia — 17 22
Scotland ...... — 1 —
Sicily — — 3
Sweden ...... — 5 4
Syria — — 2
Wast Indies — 5 3

Total Foreign ~V7 285 260
Unknown 25 164 108

680
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TREASURER'S REPORT

To the Trustees of the Massachusetts Hospital School:

\

I respectfully submit the following report of the finances of this institutioa

for the fiscal year ending November 30, 1929:

—

Receipts
Income

Board of inmateB $77,061.50
Personal services:

Reinibursement from Board of Retirement 71.25
Sales 541.01
Interest on bank deposits ......... 154.96
Rent 120.25
Refunds, account of previous years . 22.00

$77,970.97
Receipts from Treasury of Commonwealth:

Advance fund $11,500.00
Maintenance appropriation ......... 109,222.83

120,722.83

Total $198,693.80
Payments

To Treasury of Commonwealth $77,948.97
Maintenance appropriation ........... 109,222.83
Advance Fund 11,500.00
Refunds, account of previous years .......... 22.00

Total $198,693.80

Maintenance
Appropriation current year ........... $200,291.06
Expenses as analyzed below ........... 192,016.18

Balance reverting to Treasury of Commonwealth ....... $8,274.88

Total receipts and payments are in agreement with Comptroller's books of accounts.

Analysis of Expenses
Personal services $108,364.40
Food 25,427.21
Medical and General Care ......... 8,775.64
Farm 13,368.72
Heat, Light and Power 12,951.58
Garage, Stable and Grounds ......... 1,799.98
Travel, Transportation and Office Expenses ...... 2,670.39
Religious Instruction .......... 1,540.00
Clothing and Material 3,189.24
Furnishings and Household Supplies ....... 5,481.98
Repairs—ordinary........... 4,476.09
Repairs and Renewals .......... 3,970.95

Total expenses for maintenance ....... $192,016.18

Special Appropriations
Balance November 30, 1928 $3,774.48
Expended during year ............ 914 34

$2,860.14
Reverting to State Treasury 2.428.86

Balance November 30, 1929, carried to next year $431.28

Chapter Appropriation Expenditures Balance

Purchase of Land 225-1920 $15,000.00 $14,568.72 $431.28
Schoolhouse 138-1927 65,000.00 62,571.14

Reverting to State Treasury . . 2,428.86

$80,000.00 $79,568.72 $431.28

Per Capita

During the year the average number of inmates has been 283.30
Total cost for maintenance, $192,016 . 18
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $12.9983
Receipts from sales $541.01
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $0 .0316
.\11 other institution receipts, $77,407 .96
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $5,239
Net weekly per capita cost, $7 . 727

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN E. FISH, M.D., Treasurer.
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